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CN ENERGY GROUP. INC.

 
This is an offering of the securities of CN Energy Group. Inc., a British Virgin Islands holding company. Unless otherwise stated, as used in this prospectus,
references to “we,” “us,” “our,” “CN Energy,” and the “Company” are to CN Energy Group. Inc., a company organized under the laws of the British Virgin
Islands.
 
We may, from time to time, in one or more offerings, offer and sell up to $100,000,000 of our ordinary shares, preferred shares, debt securities, warrants,
rights, and units, or any combination thereof, together or separately as described in this prospectus. In this prospectus, references to the term “securities”
refers, collectively, to our ordinary shares, preferred shares, debt securities, warrants, rights, and units. The prospectus supplement for each offering of
securities will describe in detail the plan of distribution for that offering. For general information about the distribution of the securities offered, please see
“Plan of Distribution” in this prospectus.
 
This prospectus provides a general description of the securities we may offer. We will provide the specific terms of the securities offered in one or more
supplements to this prospectus. We may also authorize one or more free writing prospectuses to be provided to you in connection with these offerings. You
should read this prospectus, any prospectus supplement, and any free writing prospectus before you invest in any of our securities. The prospectus
supplement and any related free writing prospectus may add, update, or change information in this prospectus. You should read carefully this prospectus,
the applicable prospectus supplement, and any related free writing prospectus, as well as the documents incorporated or deemed to be incorporated by
reference, before you invest in any of our securities. This prospectus may not be used to offer or sell any securities unless accompanied by the applicable
prospectus supplement.
 
Our ordinary shares are listed on the Nasdaq Capital Market, or “Nasdaq,” under the symbol “CNEY.” On April 28, 2022, the last reported sale price of our
ordinary shares on Nasdaq was $1.42 per share. The aggregate market value of our outstanding ordinary shares held by non-affiliates, or public float, as of
April 29, 2022, was approximately $34.9 million, which was calculated based on 17,298,307 ordinary shares held by non-affiliates and the price of $2.02
per share, which was the closing price of our ordinary shares on Nasdaq on February 28, 2022. Pursuant to General Instruction I.B.5 of Form F-3, in no
event will we sell our securities in a public primary offering with a value exceeding more than one-third of our public float in any 12-month period so long
as our public float remains below $75 million. During the 12 calendar months prior to and including the date of this prospectus, we have not offered or sold
any securities pursuant to General Instruction I.B.5 of Form F-3.
 



 

 
Investing in our securities involves a high degree of risk. Before making an investment decision, please read the information under the heading
“Risk Factors” beginning on page 11 of this prospectus and risk factors set forth in our most recent annual report on Form 20-F (the “2021
Annual Report”), in other reports incorporated herein by reference, and in an applicable prospectus supplement.
 
We may offer and sell the securities from time to time at fixed prices, at market prices, or at negotiated prices, to or through underwriters, to other
purchasers, through agents, or through a combination of these methods. If any underwriters are involved in the sale of any securities with respect to which
this prospectus is being delivered, the names of such underwriters and any applicable commissions or discounts will be set forth in a prospectus
supplement. The offering price of such securities and the net proceeds we expect to receive from such sale will also be set forth in a prospectus supplement.
See “Plan of Distribution” elsewhere in this prospectus for a more complete description of the ways in which the securities may be sold.
 
We are an offshore holding company with no material operations of our own and not a Chinese operating company. Our operations are conducted in China
by our subsidiaries. This is an offering of securities of the offshore holding company in the British Virgin Islands, instead of securities of our operating
companies in China. Therefore, you will not directly hold any equity interests in our operating companies.
 
We are subject to certain legal and operational risks associated with our subsidiaries’ operations in China. PRC laws and regulations governing our current
business operations are sometimes vague and uncertain, and as a result these risks may result in material changes in the operations of our subsidiaries,
significant depreciation or a complete loss of the value of our securities, or a complete hindrance of our ability to offer, or continue to offer, our securities to
investors. Recently, the PRC government adopted a series of regulatory actions and statements to regulate business operations in China with little advance
notice, including cracking down on illegal activities in the securities market, adopting new measures to extend the scope of cybersecurity reviews, and
expanding the efforts in anti-monopoly enforcement. As of the date of this prospectus, we and our subsidiaries have not been involved in any investigations
on cybersecurity review initiated by any PRC regulatory authority, nor has any of them received any inquiry, notice, or sanction. As confirmed by our PRC
counsel, Yingke Wuxi Law Firm, we are not subject to cybersecurity review by the Cyberspace Administration of China, or the CAC, since we currently do
not have over one million users’ personal information and do not anticipate that we will be collecting over one million users’ personal information in the
foreseeable future, which we understand might otherwise subject us to the Cybersecurity Review Measures. We are not subject to network data security
review by the CAC if the Draft Regulations on the Network Data Security Administration (Draft for Comments) (the “Security Administration Draft”) are
enacted as proposed, because we currently do not have over one million users’ personal information, we do not collect data that affect or may affect
national security and we do not anticipate that we will be collecting over one million users’ personal information or data that affect or may affect national
security in the foreseeable future, which we understand might otherwise subject us to the Security Administration Draft. See “Item 3. Key Information—D.
Risk Factors—Risks Relating to Doing Business in the PRC—Recent greater oversight by the Cyberspace Administration of China, or the “CAC,” over
data security, particularly for companies seeking to list on a foreign exchange, could adversely impact our business and our offering” in the 2021 Annual
Report. According to our PRC counsel, Yingke Wuxi Law Firm, no relevant laws or regulations in the PRC explicitly require us to seek approval from the
China Securities Regulatory Commission for our overseas listing. As of the date of this prospectus, we and our subsidiaries have not received any inquiry,
notice, warning, or sanction regarding our overseas listing from the China Securities Regulatory Commission (the “CSRC”) or any other PRC
governmental authorities. However, since these statements and regulatory actions are newly published, official guidance and related implementation
rules have not been issued. It is highly uncertain what the potential impact such modified or new laws and regulations will have on the daily business
operations of our subsidiaries, our ability to accept foreign investments, and our listing on an U.S. exchange. The Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress (the “SCNPC”) or PRC regulatory authorities may in the future promulgate laws, regulations, or implementing rules that require us or
our subsidiaries to obtain regulatory approval from Chinese authorities for listing in the U.S.
 



 

 
In addition, our ordinary shares may be prohibited from trading on a national exchange or over-the-counter under the Holding Foreign Companies
Accountable Act, if the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (United States) (the “PCAOB”) is unable to inspect our auditor for three consecutive
years beginning in 2021. Our auditor is headquartered in Manhattan, New York, and has been inspected by the PCAOB on a regular basis, with the last
inspection in June 2018, and our auditor is not subject to the determinations announced by the PCAOB on December 16, 2021. If trading in our ordinary
shares is prohibited under the Holding Foreign Companies Accountable Act in the future because the PCAOB determines that it cannot inspect or fully
investigate our auditor at such future time, Nasdaq may determine to delist our ordinary shares and trading in our ordinary shares could be prohibited. On
June 22, 2021, the U.S. Senate passed the Accelerating Holding Foreign Companies Accountable Act, which, if passed by the U.S. House of
Representatives and signed into law, would reduce the period of time for foreign companies to comply with PCAOB audits to two consecutive years instead
of three, thus reducing the time period for triggering the prohibition on trading. See “Item 3. Key Information—D. Risk Factors—Risks Relating to Doing
Business in the PRC—Recent joint statement by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, or the “SEC,” and the Public Company Accounting
Oversight Board (United States) (the “PCAOB”), rule changes by Nasdaq, and the Holding Foreign Companies Accountable Act all call for additional and
more stringent criteria to be applied to emerging market companies upon assessing the qualification of their auditors, especially the non-U.S. auditors who
are not inspected by the PCAOB. These developments could add uncertainties to our offering” in the 2021 Annual Report.
 
As of the date of this prospectus, none of our subsidiaries have made any dividends or distributions to our Company and our Company has not made any
dividends or distributions to our shareholders. We intend to keep any future earnings to finance the expansion of our business, and we do not anticipate that
any cash dividends will be paid in the foreseeable future. If we determine to pay dividends on any of our ordinary shares in the future, as a holding
company, we will rely on payments from subsidiaries of CN Energy Industrial Development Co., Ltd., our indirect wholly owned subsidiary in China (“CN
Energy Development”), to CN Energy Development and from CN Energy Development to Zhejiang CN Energy Technology Development Co., Ltd., our
indirect wholly owned subsidiary in China (“Zhejiang CN Energy”), and indirectly to Manzhouli CN Energy Industrial Co., Ltd., our indirect wholly
owned subsidiary in China (“Manzhouli CN Energy”), and the distribution of such payments to CLEAN ENERGY HOLDINGS LIMITED, our wholly
owned subsidiary in Hong Kong (“Energy Holdings”), and then to our Company. As of the date of this prospectus, CN Energy has transferred the net
proceeds from our initial public offering, through Energy Holdings and Zhejiang CN Energy, to CN Energy Development and its subsidiaries, including
RMB15,000,000 (approximately $2,287,500) to CN Energy Development, RMB103,921,379 (approximately $15,848,010) to Hangzhou Forasen
Technology Co., Ltd. and RMB12,891,800 (approximately $1,966,000) to Manzhouli Zhongxing Energy Technology Co., Ltd. See “Prospectus Summary
—Dividends or Distributions Made to Our Company and U.S. Investors and Tax Consequences” and our audited consolidated financial statements for the
fiscal years ended September 30, 2021, 2020, and 2019.
 
Neither the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission nor any other regulatory body has approved or
disapproved of these securities or determined if this prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.
 

The date of this prospectus is           , 2022.
 



 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS

 
 Page
About this Prospectus 1
  
Commonly Used Defined Terms 1
  
Cautionary Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 3
  
Prospectus Summary 4
  
Risk Factors 11
  
Offer Statistics and Expected Timetable 11
  
Capitalization and Indebtedness 11
  
Dilution 11
  
Use of Proceeds 11
  
Description of Share Capital 11
  
Description of Debt Securities 24
  
Description of Warrants 25
  
Description of Rights 27
  
Description of Units 28
  
Plan of Distribution 29
  
Taxation 31
  
Expenses 31
  
Material Contracts 31
  
Material Changes 31
  
Legal Matters 31
  
Experts 31
  
Incorporation of Documents by Reference 32
  
Where You Can Find Additional Information 32
  
Enforceability of Civil Liabilities 33

 



 

 
ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

 
This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”) utilizing a “shelf”
registration process. Under this shelf registration process, we may, from time to time, sell the securities described in this prospectus in one or more
offerings, up to a total offering amount of $100,000,000.
 
This prospectus provides you with a general description of the securities we may offer. Each time we sell securities under this shelf registration, we will
provide a prospectus supplement that will contain specific information about the terms of that offering, including a description of any risks related to the
offering. If there is any inconsistency between the information in this prospectus and the applicable prospectus supplement, you should rely on the
information in the prospectus supplement. This prospectus and any accompanying prospectus supplement do not contain all the information included in the
registration statement. We have omitted parts of the registration statement in accordance with the rules and regulations of the SEC. Statements in this
prospectus and any accompanying prospectus supplement about the provisions or contents of any agreement or other documents are not necessarily
complete. If the SEC rules and regulations require that an agreement or other document be filed as an exhibit to the registration statement, please see that
agreement or document for a complete description of the matters. You should read both this prospectus and any prospectus supplement or other offering
materials together with additional information described under the headings “Where You Can Find Additional Information” and “Incorporation of
Documents by Reference” before investing in any of the securities offered.
 
The information in this prospectus is accurate as of the date on the front cover. The information incorporated by reference into this prospectus is accurate as
of the date of the document from which the information is incorporated. You should not assume that the information contained in this prospectus is accurate
as of any other date.
 
You should rely only on the information provided or incorporated by reference in this prospectus or in the prospectus supplement. We have not authorized
anyone to provide you with additional or different information. This document may only be used where it is legal to sell these securities.
 
As permitted by SEC rules and regulations, the registration statement of which this prospectus forms a part includes additional information not contained in
this prospectus. You may read the registration statement and the other reports we file with the SEC at its website or at its offices described under “Where
You Can Find Additional Information.”
 

COMMONLY USED DEFINED TERMS
 
Unless otherwise indicated or the context requires otherwise, references in this prospectus or in a prospectus supplement to:
 

• “China” or the “PRC” are to the People’s Republic of China, excluding Taiwan and the special administrative regions of Hong Kong and Macau
for the purposes of this prospectus only;

 
• “CN Energy,” “we,” “us,” “our Company,” or the “Company” are to CN ENERGY GROUP. INC. (also referred to as 中北能源集团有限公司 in

Chinese), a company limited by shares organized under the laws of British Virgin Islands;
 

• “CN Energy Development” are to CN Energy Industrial Development Co., Ltd. (also referred to as 中北能源产业发展有限公司 in Chinese), a
company with limited liability organized under the laws of the PRC, which is jointly owned by Zhejiang CN Energy and Manzhouli CN
Technology (as defined below);

 
• “Convertible Preferred Shares” are to the convertible preferred shares of the Company, no par value;

 
• “Energy Holdings” are to CN Energy’s wholly owned subsidiary, CLEAN ENERGY HOLDINGS LIMITED (also referred to as 清洁能源控股有
限公司 in Chinese), a Hong Kong corporation;

 
• “Exchange Act” are to the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended;

 
• “fiscal year” are to the period from October 1 to September 30 of the next calendar year;

 
• “Hangzhou Forasen” are to Hangzhou Forasen Technology Co., Ltd. (also referred to as 杭州富来森科技有限公司 in Chinese), a company with

limited liability organized under the laws of the PRC, which is wholly owned by CN Energy Development;
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• “Khingan Forasen” are to Greater Khingan Range Forasen Energy Technology Co., Ltd. (also referred to as 大兴安岭富来森能源科技有限公司

in Chinese), a company with limited liability organized under the laws of the PRC, which is wholly owned by CN Energy Development;
 

• “Manzhouli CN Energy” are to Manzhouli CN Energy Industrial Co., Ltd. (also referred to as 满洲里市中北能实业有限公司 in Chinese), a
company with limited liability organized under the laws of the PRC, which is wholly owned by Energy Holdings;

 
• “Manzhouli CN Technology” are to Manzhouli CN Energy Technology Co., Ltd. (also referred to as 满洲里市中北能科技有限公司 in Chinese),

a company with limited liability organized under the laws of the PRC, which is jointly owned by Zhejiang CN Energy (as defined below) and
Manzhouli CN Energy;

 
• “operating entities” are to CN Energy Development and its subsidiaries;

 
• “RMB” or “Renminbi” are to the legal currency of China;

 
• “SEC” are to the U.S. Securities Exchange Commission;

 
• “Securities Act” are to the Securities Act of 1933, as amended;

 
• “Tahe Biopower Plant” are to Greater Khingan Range Forasen Energy Technology Co., Ltd. Tahe Biopower Plant (also referred to as 大兴安岭富
来森能源科技有限公司塔河生物发电厂 in Chinese), the branch office of Khingan Forasen;

 
• “U.S. dollars” are to the legal currency of the United States;

 
• “U.S. GAAP” are to generally accepted accounting principles in the United States;

 
• “Zhejiang CN Energy” are to Zhejiang CN Energy Technology Development Co., Ltd. (also referred to as 浙江中北能源科技开发有限公司 in

Chinese), a company with limited liability organized under the laws of the PRC, which is wholly owned by Energy Holdings; and
 

• “Zhongxing Energy” are to Manzhouli Zhongxing Energy Technology Co., Ltd. (also referred to as 满洲里市众兴能源科技有限公司 in Chinese),
a company with limited liability organized under the laws of the PRC, which is wholly owned by CN Energy Development.
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CAUTIONARY NOTE REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS

 
This prospectus, an applicable prospectus supplement, and our SEC filings that are incorporated by reference into this prospectus contain or incorporate by
reference forward-looking statements within the meaning of Section 27A of the Securities Act of and Section 21E of the Exchange Act. All statements
other than statements of historical fact are “forward-looking statements,” including any projections of earnings, revenue or other financial items, any
statements of the plans, strategies, and objectives of management for future operations, any statements concerning proposed new projects or other
developments, any statements regarding future economic conditions or performance, any statements of management’s beliefs, goals, strategies, intentions,
and objectives, and any statements of assumptions underlying any of the foregoing. The words “believe,” “anticipate,” “estimate,” “plan,” “expect,”
“intend,” “may,” “could,” “should,” “potential,” “likely,” “projects,” “continue,” “will,” and “would” and similar expressions are intended to identify
forward-looking statements, although not all forward-looking statements contain these identifying words. Forward-looking statements reflect our current
views with respect to future events, are based on assumptions, and are subject to risks and uncertainties. We cannot guarantee that we actually will achieve
the plans, intentions, or expectations expressed in our forward-looking statements and you should not place undue reliance on these statements. There are a
number of important factors that could cause our actual results to differ materially from those indicated or implied by forward-looking statements. These
important factors include those discussed under the heading “Risk Factors” contained or incorporated by reference in this prospectus and in the applicable
prospectus supplement and any free writing prospectus we may authorize for use in connection with a specific offering. These factors and the other
cautionary statements made in this prospectus should be read as being applicable to all related forward-looking statements whenever they appear in this
prospectus. Except as required by law, we undertake no obligation to update publicly any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new
information, future events, or otherwise.
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PROSPECTUS SUMMARY

 
Overview
 
We are an offshore holding company incorporated in the British Virgin Islands. As a holding company with no material operations of our own, our
operations are conducted in China through our wholly owned indirect PRC subsidiary, CN Energy Development, and its subsidiaries. This is an offering of
securities of the offshore holding company in the British Virgin Islands, instead of securities of the operating entities in China. Therefore, you will not
directly hold any equity interests in the operating entities.
 
We are subject to certain legal and operational risks associated with our subsidiaries’ operations in China. PRC laws and regulations governing our current
business operations are sometimes vague and uncertain, and as a result these risks may result in material changes in the operations of our subsidiaries,
significant depreciation or a complete loss of the value of our securities, or a complete hindrance of our ability to offer, or continue to offer, our securities to
investors. Recently, the PRC government adopted a series of regulatory actions and statements to regulate business operations in China with little advance
notice, including cracking down on illegal activities in the securities market, adopting new measures to extend the scope of cybersecurity reviews, and
expanding the efforts in anti-monopoly enforcement. As of the date of this prospectus, we and our subsidiaries have not been involved in any investigations
on cybersecurity review initiated by any PRC regulatory authority, nor has any of them received any inquiry, notice, or sanction. As confirmed by our PRC
counsel, Yingke Wuxi Law Firm, we are not subject to cybersecurity review by the CAC, since we currently do not have over one million users’ personal
information and do not anticipate that we will be collecting over one million users’ personal information in the foreseeable future, which we understand
might otherwise subject us to the Cybersecurity Review Measures. We are not subject to network data security review by the CAC if the Security
Administration Draft is enacted as proposed, because we currently do not have over one million users’ personal information, we do not collect data that
affect or may affect national security and we do not anticipate that we will be collecting over one million users’ personal information or data that affect or
may affect national security in the foreseeable future, which we understand might otherwise subject us to the Security Administration Draft. See “Item 3.
Key Information—D. Risk Factors—Risks Relating to Doing Business in the PRC—Recent greater oversight by the Cyberspace Administration of China,
or the “CAC,” over data security, particularly for companies seeking to list on a foreign exchange, could adversely impact our business and our offering” in
the 2021 Annual Report. According to our PRC counsel, Yingke Wuxi Law Firm, no relevant laws or regulations in the PRC explicitly require us to seek
approval from the China Securities Regulatory Commission for our overseas listing. As of the date of this prospectus, we and our subsidiaries have not
received any inquiry, notice, warning, or sanction regarding our overseas listing from the CSRC or any other PRC governmental authorities. However,
since these statements and regulatory actions are newly published, official guidance and related implementation rules have not been issued. It is highly
uncertain what the potential impact such modified or new laws and regulations will have on the daily business operations of our subsidiaries, our ability to
accept foreign investments, and our listing on an U.S. exchange. The SCNPC or PRC regulatory authorities may in the future promulgate laws, regulations,
or implementing rules that require us or our subsidiaries to obtain regulatory approval from Chinese authorities for listing in the U.S.
 
In addition, our ordinary shares may be prohibited from trading on a national exchange or over-the-counter under the Holding Foreign Companies
Accountable Act, if the PCAOB is unable to inspect our auditor for three consecutive years beginning in 2021. Our auditor is headquartered in Manhattan,
New York, and has been inspected by the PCAOB on a regular basis, with the last inspection in June 2018, and our auditor is not subject to the
determinations announced by the PCAOB on December 16, 2021. If trading in our ordinary shares is prohibited under the Holding Foreign Companies
Accountable Act in the future because the PCAOB determines that it cannot inspect or fully investigate our auditor at such future time, Nasdaq may
determine to delist our ordinary shares and trading in our ordinary shares could be prohibited. On June 22, 2021, the U.S. Senate passed the Accelerating
Holding Foreign Companies Accountable Act, which, if passed by the U.S. House of Representatives and signed into law, would reduce the period of time
for foreign companies to comply with PCAOB audits to two consecutive years instead of three, thus reducing the time period for triggering the prohibition
on trading. See “Item 3. Key Information—D. Risk Factors—Risks Relating to Doing Business in the PRC—Recent joint statement by the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission, or the “SEC,” and the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (United States) (the “PCAOB”), rule changes by Nasdaq,
and the Holding Foreign Companies Accountable Act all call for additional and more stringent criteria to be applied to emerging market companies upon
assessing the qualification of their auditors, especially the non-U.S. auditors who are not inspected by the PCAOB. These developments could add
uncertainties to our offering” in the 2021 Annual Report.
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Our Company
 
The operating entities are a manufacturer and supplier of wood-based activated carbon that is primarily used in pharmaceutical manufacturing, industrial
manufacturing, water purification, environmental protection, as well as food and beverage production (“Activated Carbon Production”), and a producer of
biomass electricity generated in the process of producing activated carbon (“Biomass Electricity Production”).
 
As a manufacturer of wood-based activated carbon, the operating entities’ primary raw materials are forestry residues, little fuelwood, and wood wastes,
which the operating entities source from their suppliers. The operating entities’ current facility is located in Tahe County, Heilongjiang Province, in close
proximity to the Greater Khingan Range, where their suppliers are primarily located. The operating entities also source raw materials from Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region.
 
The operating entities produce wood-based activated carbon that is conformed to their customers’ specifications. The operating entities’ activated carbon
customers are mainly activated carbon wholesalers and companies engaged in the activated carbon deep processing business. The operating entities’
activated carbon customers are all based in the PRC and currently mainly located in Anhui Province, Fujian Province, Zhejiang Province, and Shanghai.
The primary end users of the operating entities’ activated carbon are mainly food and beverage producers, industrial manufacturers, pharmaceutical
manufacturers, and companies engaged in environmental protection. In addition, the operating entities have provided activated carbon related technical
services to Hangzhou Lianmu Technology Co., Ltd. (“Lianmu Technology”) from time to time since January 1, 2017. Their technical services included
activated carbon mixing ratio adjustments, activated carbon component indicator analyses, absorptive capacity tests, and other technical support. The
operating entities expect to provide similar technical services to Lianmu Technology and other customers if requested.
 
The biomass electricity generated during the process of producing activated carbon is supplied to State Grid Heilongjiang Electric Power Company
Limited, a subsidiary of State Grid Corporation of China in Heilongjiang Province. The operating entities do not supply biomass electricity to any other
state-owned or other entity.
 
The operating entities generate revenue primarily from selling activated carbon. For the fiscal years ended September 30, 2021, 2020, and 2019, the
operating entities sold 15,018, 9,525, and 8,584 tons of activated carbon and 2,817,600, 2,641,964, and 3,044,574 kWh of biomass electricity, respectively.
For the same years, the total revenue was $19,846,921, $12,476,314, and $10,893,164, and the net income was $1,296,360, $2,344,770, and $1,667,812,
respectively. For the same years, the revenue derived from Activated Carbon Production accounted for 98.62%, 96.99%, and 96.31% of the total revenue,
respectively; the revenue derived from Biomass Electricity Production accounted for 0.72%, 2.05%, and 1.80% of the total revenue, respectively; and the
revenue derived from technical services provided to Lianmu Technology accounted for 0.66%, 0.96%, and 1.89% of the total revenue, respectively.
 
Recent Development
 
On March 31, 2022, we established a wholly owned subsidiary, CN Energy USA Inc., as a corporation pursuant to the laws of the State of Delaware. CN
Energy currently holds 100% of the equity interests in CN Energy USA Inc. 
 
Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic
 
Since early 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic has significantly impacted the business operations of the operating entities. In response to the COVID-19
pandemic, the Chinese government implemented the shelter-in-place orders and travel restrictions. As a result, the employees of Tahe Biopower Plant and
Hangzhou Forasen could not return to work on time after the Chinese New Year of 2020 and the transportation of raw materials and activated carbon was
delayed or even stopped in January and February 2020, which adversely impacted the operating entities’ production and sales, as well as the construction of
their new facility in Manzhouli City. Since the end of March 2020, the operating entities’ production and sales have gradually recovered. In August 2020,
the operating entities resumed the construction of their new facility in Manzhouli City. During fiscal year 2021, the operating entities’ production, sales,
and construction of the new facility in Manzhouli City were disrupted several times by government regulations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. In
2022, the repeated COVID-19 outbreaks in China have continued to impact the operating entities’ production, sales, and construction activities. Due to
regulations of the Chinese government in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the operating entities had to halt the transportation of raw materials several
times, which led to higher costs of raw materials and transportation. The construction of the new facility in Manzhouli City was also disrupted several
times.
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The COVID-19 pandemic may continue to adversely impact the operating entities’ business operations and operating results, including decreasing their
revenue, slowing the collection of accounts receivables, generating additional allowance for doubtful accounts, disrupting their supply chain, and increasing
the costs of raw materials. Because of the significant uncertainties surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, the operating entities cannot reasonably estimate
the extent of its impact on their business operations and financial condition at this time.
 
Permission Required from PRC Authorities
 
The operating entities are not operating in an industry that prohibits or limits foreign investment. As a result, as advised by our PRC counsel, Yingke Wuxi
Law Firm, other than those requisite for a domestic company in China to engage in the businesses similar to those of the operating entities, the operating
entities are not required to obtain any permission from Chinese authorities, including the CSRC, the CAC, or any other governmental agency that is
required to approve the operating entities’ operations. However, if the operating entities do not receive or maintain the approvals, or we inadvertently
conclude that such approvals are not required, or applicable laws, regulations, or interpretations change such that the operating entities are required to
obtain approval in the future, we may be subject to investigations by competent regulators, fines or penalties, ordered to suspend the operating entities’
relevant operations and rectify any non-compliance, prohibited from engaging in relevant business or conducting any offering, and these risks could result
in a material adverse change in the operating entities’ operations, significantly limit or completely hinder our ability to offer or continue to offer securities
to investors, or cause such securities to significantly decline in value or become worthless. As of the date of this prospectus, we and the operating entities
have received from PRC authorities all requisite licenses, permissions, or approvals needed to engage in the businesses currently conducted in China, and
no permission or approval has been denied.
 
We are currently not required to obtain permission from any of the PRC authorities to operate and issue our securities to foreign investors. In addition, we
and our subsidiaries are not required to obtain permission or approval relating to our securities from the PRC authorities, including the CSRC or the CAC,
for our subsidiaries’ operations, nor have we or our subsidiaries received any denial for our subsidiaries’ operations with respect to this offering. Recently,
however, the General Office of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and the General Office of the State Council jointly issued the
“Opinions on Severely Cracking Down on Illegal Securities Activities According to Law,” or the “Opinions,” which were made available to the public on
July 6, 2021. The Opinions emphasized the need to strengthen the administration over illegal securities activities and the supervision over overseas listings
by Chinese companies. The Opinions proposed to take effective measures, such as promoting the construction of relevant regulatory systems, to deal with
the risks and incidents facing China-based overseas-listed companies and the demand for cybersecurity and data privacy protection. The aforementioned
policies and any related implementation rules to be enacted may subject us to additional compliance requirements in the future. Given the current
regulatory environment in the PRC, we are still subject to the uncertainty of different interpretation and enforcement of the rules and regulations in the PRC
adverse to us, which may take place quickly with little advance notice. See “Item 3. Key Information—D. Risk Factors—Risks Relating to Doing Business
in the PRC—The opinions recently issued by the General Office of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and the General Office of the
State Council may subject us to additional compliance requirements in the future.”
 
Dividends or Distributions Made to Our Company and U.S. Investors and Tax Consequences
 
As of the date of this prospectus, CN Energy has transferred the net proceeds from our initial public offering, through Energy Holdings and Zhejiang CN
Energy, to CN Energy Development and its subsidiaries, including RMB15,000,000 (approximately $2,287,500) to CN Energy Development,
RMB103,921,379 (approximately $15,848,010) to Hangzhou Forasen, and RMB12,891,800 (approximately $1,966,000) to Zhongxing Energy.
 
As of the date of this prospectus, none of our subsidiaries have made any dividends or distributions to CN Energy and CN Energy has not made any
dividends or distributions to U.S. investors. We intend to keep any future earnings to finance the expansion of our business, and we do not anticipate that
any cash dividends will be paid in the foreseeable future. Subject to the passive foreign investment company rules, the gross amount of distributions we
make to investors with respect to our ordinary shares (including the amount of any taxes withheld therefrom) will be taxable as a dividend, to the extent
that the distribution is paid out of our current or accumulated earnings and profits, as determined under U.S. federal income tax principles.
 
Pursuant to the BVI Business Companies Act, 2004 as amended from time to time (the “BVI Act”), and our second amended and restated memorandum
and articles of association, our board of directors may authorize and declare a dividend to shareholders at such time and of such an amount as they think
appropriate, if they are satisfied on reasonable grounds that immediately following the dividend payment, the value of our assets will exceed our liabilities
and we will be able to pay our debts as they become due. There is no further British Virgin Islands statutory restriction on the amount of funds which may
be distributed by us by dividends.
 
If we determine to pay dividends on any of our ordinary shares in the future, as a holding company, we will be dependent on receipt of funds from our
Hong Kong subsidiary, Energy Holdings.
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Current PRC regulations permit our indirect PRC subsidiaries to pay dividends to Energy Holdings only out of their accumulated profits, if any, determined
in accordance with Chinese accounting standards and regulations. In addition, each of our subsidiaries in China is required to set aside at least 10% of its
after-tax profits each year, if any, to fund a statutory reserve until such reserve reaches 50% of its registered capital. Each of such entity in China is also
required to further set aside a portion of its after-tax profits to fund the employee welfare fund, although the amount to be set aside, if any, is determined at
the discretion of its board of directors. Although the statutory reserves can be used, among other ways, to increase the registered capital and eliminate
future losses in excess of retained earnings of the respective companies, the reserve funds are not distributable as cash dividends except in the event of
liquidation.
 
The PRC government imposes controls on the conversion of RMB into foreign currencies and the remittance of currencies out of the PRC. Therefore, we
may experience difficulties in complying with the administrative requirements necessary to obtain and remit foreign currency for the payment of dividends
from our profits, if any. Furthermore, if our subsidiaries and affiliates in the PRC incur debt on their own in the future, the instruments governing the debt
may restrict their ability to pay dividends or make other payments. If we or our subsidiaries are unable to receive all of the revenue from our operations, we
may be unable to pay dividends on our ordinary shares.
 
Cash dividends, if any, on our ordinary shares will be paid in U.S. dollars. Energy Holdings may be considered a non-resident enterprise for PRC tax
purposes. Any dividends that our PRC subsidiaries pay to Energy Holdings may be regarded as China-sourced income and as a result may be subject to
PRC withholding tax at a rate of up to 10%.
 
In order for us to pay dividends to our shareholders, we will rely on payments made from CN Energy Development’s subsidiaries to CN Energy
Development and from CN Energy Development to Zhejiang CN Energy and indirectly to Manzhouli CN Energy, and the distribution of such payments to
Energy Holdings and then to our Company. According to the PRC Enterprise Income Tax Law, such payments from subsidiaries to parent companies in
China are subject to the PRC enterprise income tax at a rate of 25%. In addition, if CN Energy Development or its subsidiaries incur debt on their own
behalf, the instruments governing the debt may restrict its ability to pay dividends or make other distributions to us.
 
Pursuant to the Arrangement between Mainland China and the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and Tax
Evasion on Income, the 10% withholding tax rate may be lowered to 5% if a Hong Kong resident enterprise owns no less than 25% of a PRC project. The
5% withholding tax rate, however, does not automatically apply and certain requirements must be satisfied, including without limitation that (a) the Hong
Kong project must be the beneficial owner of the relevant dividends; and (b) the Hong Kong project must directly hold no less than 25% share ownership
in the PRC project during the 12 consecutive months preceding its receipt of the dividends. In current practice, a Hong Kong project must obtain a tax
resident certificate from the Hong Kong tax authority to apply for the 5% lower PRC withholding tax rate. As the Hong Kong tax authority will issue such
a tax resident certificate on a case-by-case basis, we cannot assure you that we will be able to obtain the tax resident certificate from the relevant Hong
Kong tax authority and enjoy the preferential withholding tax rate of 5% under the Double Taxation Arrangement with respect to any dividends paid by our
PRC subsidiaries to its immediate holding company, Energy Holdings. As of the date of this prospectus, we have not applied for the tax resident certificate
from the relevant Hong Kong tax authority. Energy Holdings intends to apply for the tax resident certificate if and when Zhejiang CN Energy and
Manzhouli CN Energy plan to declare and pay dividends to Energy Holdings. See “Item 3. Key Information—D. Risk Factors—Risks Relating to Doing
Business in the PRC—There are significant uncertainties under the EIT Law relating to the withholding tax liabilities of our PRC subsidiaries, and
dividends payable by our PRC subsidiaries to our Hong Kong subsidiary may not qualify to enjoy certain treaty benefits” in the 2021 Annual Report.
 
Summary of Risk Factors
 
Investing in our securities involves significant risks. You should carefully consider all of the information in this prospectus before investing in our
securities. Below is a summary of the principal risks we face. These risks are discussed more fully under “Item 3. Key Information—D. Risk Factors” in
the 2021 Annual Report and in the “Risk Factors” section of this prospectus.
 
Risks Relating to Our Business and Industry (for a more detailed discussion, see “Item 3. Key Information—D. Risk Factors—Risks Relating to Our
Business and Industry” in the 2021 Annual Report)
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Risks and uncertainties related to our business include, but are not limited to, the following:
 

• our financial results could be materially and adversely affected by an interruption of supply of raw materials (see page 4 of the 2021 Annual
Report);

 
• a majority of our activated carbon sales are currently derived from a small number of customers. If any of these customers experiences a material

business disruption, we would likely incur substantial losses of revenue (see page 4 of the 2021 Annual Report);
 

• we have sourced our raw materials and activated carbon primarily from a limited number of suppliers. If we lose one or more of the suppliers, our
operation may be disrupted, and our results of operations may be adversely and materially impacted (see page 5 of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• a disruption or delay in production at our existing production facilities could have a material adverse effect on our financial results (see page 5 of

the 2021 Annual Report);
 

• our financial condition, results of operations, and cash flows have been adversely affected by the COVID-19 pandemic (see page 6 of the 2021
Annual Report);

 
• uncertainties as to the future of existing and planned environmental and health and safety laws and regulations, as well as delays of or changes to

these laws and regulations, could have a material adverse effect on demand for our products (see page 7 of the 2021 Annual Report);
 

• disclosure of our trade secrets and other proprietary information, or a failure to adequately protect these or our other intellectual property rights,
could result in increased competition and have a material adverse effect on our business and financial results (see page 7 of the 2021 Annual
Report); and

 
• the activated carbon industry is highly competitive, and if we are unable to compete effectively with existing competitors, or with new entrants,

our business and financial results could be materially and adversely affected (see page 9 of the 2021 Annual Report).
 
Risks Relating to Doing Business in the PRC (for a more detailed discussion, see “Item 3. Key Information—D. Risk Factors—Risks Relating to Doing
Business in the PRC” in the 2021 Annual Report)
 
We face risks and uncertainties relating to doing business in the PRC in general, including, but not limited to, the following:
 

• a severe or prolonged slowdown in the Chinese economy could materially and adversely affect our business and our financial condition (see
page 11 of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• changes in the policies, regulations, rules, and the enforcement of laws of the PRC government may be quick with little advance notice and could

have a significant impact upon our ability to operate profitably in the PRC (see page 11 of the 2021 Annual Report);
 

• given the Chinese government’s significant oversight and discretion over the conduct of our business, the Chinese government may intervene or
influence our operations at any time, which could result in a material change in our operations and/or the value of our ordinary shares (see page 11
of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• any actions by the Chinese government, including any decision to intervene or influence our operations or to exert control over any offering of

securities conducted overseas and/or foreign investment in China-based issuers, may cause us to make material changes to our operations, may
limit or completely hinder our ability to offer or continue to offer securities to investors, and may cause the value of such securities to significantly
decline or be worthless (see page 12 of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• recent greater oversight by the Cyberspace Administration of China, or the “CAC,” over data security, particularly for companies seeking to list on

a foreign exchange, could adversely impact our business and our offering (see page 12 of the 2021 Annual Report);
 

• the opinions recently issued by the General Office of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and the General Office of the State
Council may subject us to additional compliance requirements in the future (see page 13 of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• the tariffs by the U.S. government and the trade war between the U.S. and China, and on a larger scale, internationally, may dampen global

growth. If the U.S. government, in the future, subjects the products that we produce to tariffs, our business operations and revenue may be
negatively impacted (see page 13 of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• increases in labor costs in the PRC may adversely affect our business and our profitability (see page 13 of the 2021 Annual Report);
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• we are not in compliance with the PRC’s regulations relating to employee benefit plans, and as a result, we may be subject to penalties if we are

not able to remediate the non-compliance (see page 14 of the 2021 Annual Report);
 

• because we are a British Virgin Islands corporation and all of our business is conducted in the PRC, you may be unable to bring an action against
us or our officers and directors or to enforce any judgment you may obtain. It may also be difficult for you or overseas regulators to conduct
investigations or collect evidence within China (see page 14 of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• recent joint statement by the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, or the “SEC,” and the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board

(United States) (the “PCAOB”), rule changes by Nasdaq, and the Holding Foreign Companies Accountable Act all call for additional and more
stringent criteria to be applied to emerging market companies upon assessing the qualification of their auditors, especially the non-U.S. auditors
who are not inspected by the PCAOB. These developments could add uncertainties to our offering (see page 15 of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• PRC regulations relating to offshore investment activities by PRC residents may limit our PRC subsidiaries’ ability to increase their registered

capital or distribute profits to us, or otherwise expose us or our PRC resident shareholders to liabilities or penalties (see page 16 of the 2021
Annual Report);

 
• we may rely on dividends and other distributions on equity paid by our PRC subsidiaries to fund any cash and financing requirement we may

have, and any limitation on the ability of our subsidiaries to make payments to us and any tax we are required to pay could have a materially
adverse effect on our ability to conduct our business (see page 16 of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• PRC regulation of loans to and direct investment in PRC entities by offshore holding companies and governmental control of currency conversion

may delay or prevent us from using proceeds from our future financing activities to make loans or additional capital contributions to our PRC
subsidiaries, which could materially and adversely affect our liquidity and our ability to fund and expand our business (see page 17 of the 2021
Annual Report);

 
• because our business is conducted in RMB and the price of our ordinary shares is quoted in U.S. dollars, changes in currency conversion rates may

affect the value of your investments (see page 18 of the 2021 Annual Report);
 

• under the EIT Law, we may be classified as a “resident enterprise” of China, which could result in unfavorable tax consequences to us and our
non-PRC shareholders (see page 18 of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• there are significant uncertainties under the EIT Law relating to the withholding tax liabilities of our PRC subsidiaries, and dividends payable by

our PRC subsidiaries to our Hong Kong subsidiary may not qualify to enjoy certain treaty benefits (see page 18 of the 2021 Annual Report);
 

• we face uncertainty with respect to indirect transfers of equity interests in PRC resident enterprises by their non-PRC holding companies (see
page 19 of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• if we become directly subject to the scrutiny, criticism, and negative publicity involving U.S.-listed Chinese companies, we may have to expend

significant resources to investigate and resolve the matter which could harm our business operations, stock price, and reputation (see page 19 of
the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• the disclosures in our reports and other filings with the SEC and our other public pronouncements are not subject to the scrutiny of any regulatory

bodies in the PRC (see page 19 of the 2021 Annual Report); and
 

• the M&A Rules and certain other PRC regulations establish complex procedures for certain acquisitions of Chinese companies by foreign
investors, which could make it more difficult for us to pursue growth through acquisitions in China (see page 20 of the 2021 Annual Report).

 
Risks Relating to Our Ordinary Shares and the Trading Market (for a more detailed discussion, see “Item 3. Key Information—D. Risk Factors—Risks
Relating to Our Ordinary Shares and the Trading Market” in the 2021 Annual Report)
 
In addition to the risks described above, we are subject to general risks and uncertainties relating to our ordinary shares and the trading market, including,
but not limited to, the following:
 

• substantial future sales of our ordinary shares or the anticipation of future sales of our ordinary shares in the public market could cause the price of
our ordinary shares to decline (see page 20 of the 2021 Annual Report);

 
• we do not intend to pay dividends for the foreseeable future (see page 20 of the 2021 Annual Report); and
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• because we are a foreign private issuer and have taken advantage of exemptions from certain Nasdaq corporate governance standards applicable to

U.S. issuers, you will have less protection than you would have if we were a domestic issuer (see page 22 of the 2021 Annual Report).
 
Corporate Information
 
Our principal executive offices are located at Building 2-B, Room 206, No. 268 Shiniu Road, Liandu District, Lishui City, Zhejiang Province, the PRC, and
our phone number is +86-571-87555823. Our registered office in the British Virgin Islands is located at 2/F, Palm Grove House, P.O. Box 3340, Road
Town, Tortola, British Virgin Islands, and the phone number of our registered office is +1 (284) 393-6004. We maintain a corporate website at
www.cneny.com. The information contained in, or accessible from, our website or any other website does not constitute a part of this prospectus. Our agent
for service of process in the United States is CN Energy USA Inc., located at 900 19th Street NW, Floor 5, Squad 23, Washington, DC 20006.
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RISK FACTORS

 
Investing in our securities involves risks. Before making an investment decision, you should carefully consider the risks described under “Risk Factors” in
the applicable prospectus supplement and under the heading “Item 3. Key Information—D. Risk Factors” in the 2021 Annual Report, which is incorporated
in this prospectus by reference, together with any other information appearing or incorporated by reference in this prospectus and in any accompanying
prospectus supplement, in light of your particular investment objectives and financial circumstances. In addition to those risk factors, there may be
additional risks and uncertainties that our management is not aware of or deems immaterial. Our business, financial condition, or results of operations could
be materially and adversely affected by any of these risks. The trading price of our securities could decline due to any of these risks, and you may lose all
or part of your investment.
 

OFFER STATISTICS AND EXPECTED TIMETABLE
 
We may, from time to time, offer and sell any combination of the securities described in this prospectus up to a total dollar amount of $100,000,000 in one
or more offerings. The securities offered under this prospectus may be offered separately, together, or in separate series, and in amounts, at prices, and on
terms to be determined at the time of sale. We will keep the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part effective until such time as all of the
securities covered by this prospectus have been disposed of pursuant to such registration statement.
 

CAPITALIZATION AND INDEBTEDNESS
 
Our capitalization will be set forth in the applicable prospectus supplement or in a report on Form 6-K subsequently furnished to the SEC and specifically
incorporated by reference into this prospectus.
 

DILUTION
 
If required, we will set forth in a prospectus supplement the following information regarding any material dilution of the equity interests of investors
purchasing securities in an offering under this prospectus:
 
 ● the net tangible book value per share of our equity securities before and after the offering;
   
 ● the amount of the increase in such net tangible book value per share attributable to the cash payments made by purchasers in the offering; and
   
 ● the amount of the immediate dilution from the public offering price which will be absorbed by such purchasers.
 

USE OF PROCEEDS
 
We intend to use the net proceeds from the sale of securities we offer as indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, information incorporated by
reference, or free writing prospectus.
 

DESCRIPTION OF SHARE CAPITAL
 
The following description of our share capital and provisions of our second amended and restated memorandum and articles of association are summaries
and do not purport to be complete. References are made to our second amended and restated memorandum and articles of association, forms of which are
filed as an exhibit to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part (and which is referred to in this section as, respectively, the
“memorandum” and the “articles”).
 
Ordinary Shares
 
We are authorized to issue an unlimited number of no-par value ordinary shares. As of the date of this prospectus, an aggregate of 23,083,627 ordinary
shares are issued and outstanding. All of our issued and outstanding ordinary shares are fully paid and non-assessable. Ordinary shares are issued in
registered form. Ordinary shares have the following characteristics:
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Voting. At each meeting of shareholders, each holder of ordinary shares who is present in person or by proxy (or, in the case of a shareholder being a
corporation, by its duly authorized representative) will have one vote for each share that such shareholder holds.
 
Ranking. Subject to the liquidation preference for Convertible Preferred Shares as set out in the memorandum and the articles, each holder of ordinary
shares has an equal share in the distribution of the surplus assets of the Company.
 
Dividends. Holders of ordinary shares are entitled to an equal share in any dividend paid to the ordinary shares class.
 
Convertible Preferred Shares
 
We are authorized to issue an unlimited number of no-par Convertible Preferred Shares. As of the date of this prospectus, no Convertible Preferred Shares
are issued and outstanding. Convertible Preferred Shares are issued in registered form. Convertible Preferred Shares have the following characteristics:
 
Conversion. Upon our register of members being updated at the closing of our initial public offering, all issued and outstanding Convertible Preferred
Shares are converted automatically at a 10% discount to the initial public offering price.
 
Voting. Prior to conversion of Convertible Preferred Shares, holders of Convertible Preferred Shares do not have the right to vote as a shareholder, and upon
conversion of Convertible Preferred Shares, holders of then ordinary shares have the same voting rights and vote together with the holders of ordinary
shares, and not as a separate class, except where otherwise required by law.
 
Ranking. Convertible Preferred Shares, before conversion, are senior to ordinary shares with respect to distribution rights upon liquidation, to receive a
payment per Convertible Preferred Share, equal to the price per share for the issue of Convertible Preferred Share.
 
Dividends. Holders of Convertible Preferred Shares are entitled to an equal share in any dividend paid to the Convertible Preferred Share class.
 
Cumulative Voting Rights
 
There is nothing under British Virgin Islands law which specifically prohibits or restrict the creation of cumulative voting rights for the election of our
directors. Our second amended and restated memorandum and articles do not provide for cumulative voting for elections of directors.
 
Variation of Rights of Shares
 
All or any of the rights attached to any class of shares may, subject to the provisions of the BVI Act, be varied only with the consent in writing of, or
pursuant to a resolution passed at a meeting by the holders of more than 50% of the issued shares of that class.
 
Rights of Non-Resident or Foreign Shareholders
 
There are no limitations imposed by our second amended and restated memorandum and articles on the rights of non-resident or foreign shareholders to
hold or exercise voting rights on our shares. In addition, there are no provisions in our second amended and restated memorandum and articles governing
the ownership threshold above which shareholder ownership must be disclosed.
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Redemption of Shares
 
Subject to the provisions of the BVI Act, we may issue shares on terms that are subject to redemption, at our option or at the option of the holders, on such
terms and in such manner as may be determined by our second amended and restated memorandum and articles of association and subject to any applicable
requirements imposed from time to time by, the BVI Act, the SEC, or by any recognized stock exchange on which our securities are listed.
 
Changes in the Number of Shares We Are Authorized to Issue and Those in Issue
 
Subject to the BVI Act and our second amended and restated memorandum and articles, we may from time to time by resolution of our board of directors
or resolution of members (as may be appropriate):
 
 ● amend our memorandum to increase or decrease the maximum number of ordinary shares we are authorized to issue;
 ● divide our authorized and issued ordinary shares into a larger number of ordinary shares;
 ● combine our authorized and issued ordinary shares into a smaller number of ordinary shares; and
 ● create new classes of shares with preference to be determined by resolution of the board of directors to amend the memorandum and articles to

create new classes of shares with such preferences at the time of authorization.
 
Subject to the provisions of the BVI Act and our articles regarding redemption, purchase, and issuance of the shares, the directors have general and
unconditional authority to issue and allot (with or without confirming rights of renunciation), grant options over or otherwise deal with any unissued shares
to such persons, at such times and on such terms and conditions as they may decide. Such authority could be exercised by the directors to issue shares
which carry rights and privileges that are preferential to the rights attaching to ordinary shares. The directors may refuse to accept any application for
shares, and may accept any application in whole or in part, for any reason or for no reason.
 
Calls on Shares and Forfeiture of Shares
 
Our board of directors may, on the terms established at the time of the issuance of such shares or as otherwise agreed, make calls upon shareholders for any
amounts unpaid on their shares in a notice served to such shareholders at least 14 days prior to the specified time of payment. The shares that have been
called upon and remain unpaid are subject to forfeiture.
 
Listing
 
On February 5, 2021, our ordinary shares commenced trading on the Nasdaq Capital Market under the symbol “CNEY.”
 
Transfer Agent and Registrar
 
The transfer agent and registrar for our ordinary shares is VStock Transfer, LLC, at 18 Lafayette Place, Woodmere, NY 11598.
 
Transfer of Shares
 
Subject to the restrictions in our second amended and restated memorandum and articles and applicable securities laws, any of our shareholders may
transfer all or any of his or her ordinary shares by written instrument of transfer signed by the transferor and containing the name and address of the
transferee or in any other manner as may be permitted in accordance with applicable exchange rules or requirements of the Nasdaq Capital Market or by
any recognized stock exchange on which our securities are listed. Our board of directors may not resolve to refuse or delay the transfer of any ordinary
share unless the shareholder has failed to pay an amount due in respect of it.
 
Meetings of Shareholders
 
Under our second amended and restated memorandum and articles, a copy of the notice of any meeting of shareholders shall be given not less than seven
days before the date of the proposed meeting to those persons whose names appear as shareholders in the register of members on the date of the notice and
are entitled to vote at the meeting and our directors. Our board of directors may call a meeting of shareholders upon the written request of shareholders
holding at least 30% of our issued voting shares. In addition, our board of directors may call a meeting of shareholders on its own motion. A meeting of
shareholders may be called on short notice if at least 90% of the shares entitled to vote on the matters to be considered at the meeting have agreed to short
notice of the meeting, or if all members holding shares entitled to vote on all or any matters to be considered at the meeting have waived notice and
presence at the meeting shall be deemed to constitute waiver for this purpose.
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At any meeting of shareholders, a quorum will be present if there are shareholders present in person or by proxy representing more than one-half of the
issued shares entitled to vote on the resolutions to be considered at the meeting. Such quorum may be represented by only a single shareholder or proxy. If
no quorum is present within two hours of the start time of the meeting, the meeting shall be dissolved if it was requested by shareholders. In any other case,
the meeting shall be adjourned to the next business day, and if shareholders representing not less than one-third of the votes of the ordinary shares or class
or series of shares entitled to vote on the matters to be considered at the meeting are present within one hour of the start time of the adjourned meeting, a
quorum will be present. If not, the meeting will be dissolved. No business may be transacted at any meeting of shareholders unless a quorum is present at
the commencement of business. If present, the chairperson of our board of directors shall be the chairperson presiding at any meeting of the shareholders. If
the chairperson of our board is not present, or there is no such chairperson, then the members present shall choose a shareholder to act to chairperson the
meeting of the shareholders. If the shareholders are unable to choose a chairperson for any reason, then the person representing the greatest number of
voting shares present in person or by proxy shall preside as chairperson, failing which the oldest individual member or member representative shall take the
chair.
 
A corporation that is a shareholder shall be deemed for the purpose of our second amended and restated memorandum and articles to be present in person if
represented by its duly authorized representative who has been authorized to do so by resolutions of its directors or other governing body. This duly
authorized representative shall be entitled to exercise the same powers on behalf of the corporation which he represents as that corporation could exercise if
it were our individual shareholder.
 
Meetings of Directors
 
Our business and affairs are managed by our board of directors, who will make decisions by voting on resolutions of directors. Our directors are free to
meet at such times and in such manner and places within or outside the British Virgin Islands as the directors determine to be necessary or desirable. A
director must be given not less than three business days’ notice of a meeting of directors. A meeting of directors may be called on short notice if all of the
directors entitled to vote on the matters to be considered at the meeting have waived notice and presence at the meeting shall be deemed to constitute
waiver for this purpose (unless that director objects in writing before or at the meeting). At any meeting of directors, a quorum will be present if more than
one-half of the total number of directors is present, unless there are only two directors in which case the quorum is two. An action that may be taken by the
directors at a meeting may also be taken by a resolution of directors consented to in writing by a majority of the directors.
 
Directors’ Interest
 
A transaction entered into by the Company in respect of which a director is interested is voidable by the Company unless the director’s interest was
disclosed in accordance with the memorandum and the articles prior to the Company entering into the transaction. A director who is interested in a
transaction entered into or to be entered into by the Company may vote on a matter relating to the transaction.
 
Protection of Minority Shareholders and Shareholder Action
 
The enforcement of our rights will ordinarily be a matter for our directors. However, in certain limited circumstances, a shareholder may have the right to
seek certain remedies against us in the event the directors are in breach of their duties under the BVI Act. Pursuant to Section 184B of the BVI Act, if a
company or a director of a company engages in, proposes to engage in, or has engaged in, conduct that contravenes the provisions of the BVI Act or the
memorandum or articles of association of the company, a BVI court may, on application of a shareholder or a director of the company, make an order
directing the company or director to comply with, or restraining the company or director from engaging in conduct that contravenes, the BVI Act or the
memorandum or articles. Furthermore, pursuant to Section 184I of the BVI Act, a shareholder of a company who considers that the affairs of the company
have been, are being, or are likely to be, conducted in a manner that is, or any acts of the company have been, or are likely to be, oppressive, unfairly
discriminatory, or unfairly prejudicial to him in that capacity, may apply to the BVI court for an order which can, if the court considers that it is just and
equitable to do so, require the company or any other person to pay compensation to the shareholders (among various other potential orders and remedies).
Under Section 184G of the BVI Act, a shareholder of a company may bring an action against the company for breach of a duty owed by the company to
him as a shareholder.
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Under Section 184C of the BVI Act, a shareholder also may, with the permission of the BVI court, bring an action or intervene in a matter in the name of
the company, in certain circumstances. Such actions are known as derivative actions. The BVI court may only grant permission to bring a derivative action
where the following circumstances apply: (i) the company does not intend to bring, diligently continue or defend or discontinue proceedings; or (ii) it is in
the interests of the company that the conduct of the proceedings not be left to the directors or to the determination of the shareholders as a whole.
 
When considering whether to grant leave, the BVI court is also required to have regard to the following matters: whether the shareholder is acting in good
faith; whether a derivative action is in the interests of the company, taking into account the directors’ views on commercial matters; whether the
proceedings are likely to succeed; the costs of the proceedings in relation to the relief likely to be obtained; and whether an alternative remedy is available.
 
Any shareholder of a company may apply to BVI court under the Insolvency Act, 2003 of the BVI for the appointment of a liquidator to liquidate the
company and the court may appoint a liquidator for the company if it is of the opinion that it is just and equitable to do so.
 
Generally, any other claims against a BVI company by its shareholders must be based on the general laws of contract or tort applicable in the BVI or their
individual rights as shareholders as established by the BVI Act or the company’s memorandum and articles of association. There are also common law
rights for the protection of shareholders that may be invoked, largely derived from English common law. Under general English company law known as the
rule in Foss v. Harbottle, a court will generally refuse to interfere with the management of a company at the insistence of a minority of its shareholders who
express dissatisfaction with the conduct of the company’s affairs by the majority or the board of directors. However, every shareholder is entitled to seek to
have the affairs of the company conducted properly according to law and the constituent documents of the corporation. As such, if those who control the
company have persistently disregarded the requirements of company law or the provisions of the company’s memorandum and articles of association, then
the courts may grant relief. Generally, the areas in which the courts may intervene are the following: a company is acting or proposing to act illegally or
beyond the scope of its authority; the act complained of, although not beyond the scope of the authority, could only be effected if duly authorized by more
than the number of votes which have actually been obtained; the individual rights of the plaintiff shareholder have been infringed or are about to be
infringed; or those who control the company are perpetrating a “fraud on the minority.”
 
Inspection of Books and Records
 
Under the BVI Act, members of the general public, on payment of a nominal fee, can obtain copies of the public records of a company available at the
office of the Registrar of Corporate Affairs which will include the company’s certificate of incorporation, its memorandum and articles of association (with
any amendments) and records of license fees paid to date and will also disclose any articles of dissolution, articles of merger and a register of charges if the
company has elected to file such a register.
 
Our members are also entitled, upon giving written notice to us, to inspect (i) our memorandum and articles of association, (ii) the register of members,
(iii) the register of directors, and (iv) minutes of meetings and resolutions of members and of those classes of members of which that member is a member,
and to make copies and take extracts from the documents and records referred to in (i) to (iv) above. However, our directors may, if they are satisfied that it
would be contrary to the company’s interests to allow a member to inspect any document, or part of a document specified in (ii) to (iv) above, refuse to
permit the member to inspect the document or limit the inspection of the document, including limiting the making of copies or the taking of extracts or
records. See “Where You Can Find Additional Information.” Where a company fails or refuses to permit a member to inspect a document or permits a
member to inspect a document subject to limitations, that member may apply to the British Virgin Islands court for an order that he should be permitted to
inspect the document or to inspect the document without limitation.
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Liquidation
 
As permitted by the BVI Act and our second amended and restated memorandum and articles, we may be voluntarily liquidated under Part XII of the BVI
Act by resolution of directors and resolution of shareholders if our assets exceed our liabilities and we are able to pay our debts as they fall due. We also
may be wound up in circumstances where we are insolvent in accordance with the terms of the BVI Insolvency Act, 2003 (as amended).
 
If we are wound up and the assets available for distribution among our shareholders are more than sufficient to repay all amounts paid to us on account of
the issue of shares immediately prior to the winding up, the excess shall be distributable pari passu among those shareholders in proportion to the amount
paid up immediately prior to the winding up on the shares held by them, respectively. If we are wound up and the assets available for distribution among
the shareholders as such are insufficient to repay the whole of the amounts paid to us on account of the issue of shares, those assets shall be distributed so
that, to the greatest extent possible, the losses shall be borne by the shareholders in proportion to the amounts paid up immediately prior to the winding up
on the shares held by them, respectively. If we are wound up, the liquidator appointed by us may, in accordance with the BVI Act, divide among our
shareholders in specie or kind the whole or any part of our assets (whether they shall consist of property of the same kind or not) and may, for such
purpose, set such value as the liquidator deems fair upon any property to be divided and may determine how such division shall be carried out as between
the shareholders or different classes of shareholders.
 
Exclusive Jurisdiction of Certain Actions
 
Our second amended and restated articles provide that, to the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, unless our board of directors consents in writing to
the selection of an alternative forum, the courts of the British Virgin Islands shall have exclusive jurisdiction to hear and determine:
 
 ● (i) any dispute, suit, action, proceedings, controversy, or claim of any kind arising out of or in connection with our memorandum and/or articles,

including, without limitation, claims for set-off and counterclaims and any dispute, suit, action, proceedings, controversy, or claim of any kind
arising out of or in connection with: (x) the creation, validity, effect, interpretation, performance, or non-performance of, or the legal relationships
established by, our memorandum and/or articles; or (y) any non-contractual obligations arising out of or in connection with our memorandum
and/or articles; or

 
 ● (ii) any dispute, suit, action (including, without limitation, any derivative action or proceeding brought on behalf or in our name or any application

for permissions to bring a derivative action), proceedings, controversy, or claim of any kind relating or connected to us, our board of directors,
officers, management, or shareholders arising out of or in connection with the BVI Act, the Insolvency Act, 2003 of the British Virgin Islands as
amended from time to time, any other statute, rule, or common law of the British Virgin Islands affecting any relationship between us, our
shareholders, and/or our directors and officers (or any of them) or any rights and duties established thereby (including, without limitation, Division
3 of Part VI and Part XI of the Act and section 162(1)(b) of the Insolvency Act, 2003, and fiduciary or other duties owed by any director, officer,
or shareholder of the Company to the Company or the Company’s shareholders).

 
To the fullest extent permitted by applicable laws, unless our board of directors consents in writing to the selection of an alternative forum, the federal
district courts of the United States of America shall be the exclusive forum for the resolution of any complaint asserting a cause of action arising under the
Securities Act or the Exchange Act.
 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, we note that holders of our ordinary shares cannot waive compliance with the federal securities laws and the rules and
regulations thereunder. Section 27 of the Exchange Act creates exclusive federal jurisdiction over all suits brought to enforce any duty or liability created
by the Exchange Act or the rules and regulations thereunder, and Section 22 of the Securities Act creates concurrent jurisdiction for federal and state courts
over all suits brought to enforce any duty or liability created by the Securities Act or the rules and regulations thereunder. As a result, the exclusive
jurisdiction provision will not preclude or contract the scope of exclusive federal or concurrent jurisdiction for actions brought under the Securities Act or
the Exchange Act, or the respective rules and regulations promulgated thereunder.
 

16



 

 
Although we believe this provision benefits us by providing increasing consistency in the application of BVI law in the types of lawsuits to which it
applies, the provision may have the effect of discouraging lawsuits against our directors and officers or limit investors’ ability to bring claims in a judicial
forum that they find favorable. See “Risk Factors—Risks Relating to our Ordinary Shares—The exclusive jurisdiction provision in our second amended
and restated articles of association may limit our shareholders’ ability to obtain a favorable judicial forum for disputes with us or our directors, officers, or
employees” in the 2021 Annual Report.
 
Differences in Corporate Law
 
The BVI Act and the laws of the British Virgin Islands affecting British Virgin Islands companies like us and our shareholders differ from laws applicable
to U.S. corporations and their shareholders. Set forth below is a summary of the significant differences between the provisions of the laws of the British
Virgin Islands applicable to us and the laws applicable to companies incorporated under the Delaware General Corporation Law in the United States and
their shareholders.
 
Mergers and Similar Arrangements
 
Under the laws of the British Virgin Islands, two or more companies may merge or consolidate in accordance with Section 170 of the BVI Act. A merger
means the merging of two or more constituent companies into one of the constituent companies (the “surviving company”) and a consolidation means the
uniting of two or more constituent companies into a new company (the “consolidated company”). The procedure for a merger or consolidation between the
company and another company (which need not be a British Virgin Islands company, and which may be the company’s parent or subsidiary, but need not
be) is set out in the BVI Act. In order to merge or consolidate, the directors of each constituent company must approve a written plan of merger or
consolidation, which with the exception of a merger between a parent company and its subsidiary, must also be approved by a resolution of a majority of
the shareholders voting at a quorate meeting of shareholders or by written resolution of the shareholders of the British Virgin Islands company or British
Virgin Islands companies which are to merge. While a director may vote on the plan of merger or consolidation, or any other matter, even if he has a
financial interest in the plan, the interested director must disclose the interest to all other directors of the company promptly upon becoming aware of the
fact that he is interested in a transaction entered into or to be entered into by the company. A transaction entered into by our Company in respect of which a
director is interested (including a merger or consolidation) is voidable by us unless the director’s interest was (a) disclosed to the board prior to the
transaction or (b) the transaction is (i) between the director and the company and (ii) the transaction is in the ordinary course of the company’s business and
on usual terms and conditions. Notwithstanding the above, a transaction entered into by the company is not voidable if the material facts of the interest are
known to the shareholders and they approve or ratify it or the company received fair value for the transaction. In any event, all shareholders must be given
a copy of the plan of merger or consolidation irrespective of whether they are entitled to vote at the meeting to approve the plan of merger or consolidation.
A foreign company which is able under the laws of its foreign jurisdiction to participate in the merger or consolidation is required by the BVI Act to
comply with the laws of that foreign jurisdiction in relation to the merger or consolidation. The shareholders of the constituent companies are not required
to receive shares of the surviving or consolidated company but may receive debt obligations or other securities of the surviving or consolidated company,
other assets, or a combination thereof. Further, some or all of the shares of a class or series may be converted into a kind of asset while the other shares of
the same class or series may receive a different kind of asset. As such, not all the shares of a class or series must receive the same kind of consideration.
After the plan of merger or consolidation has been approved by the directors and authorized, if required, by a resolution of the shareholders, articles of
merger or consolidation are executed by each company and filed with the Registrar of Corporate Affairs in the British Virgin Islands. The merger is
effective on the date that the articles of merger are registered with the Registrar or on such subsequent date, not exceeding thirty days, as is stated in the
articles of merger or consolidation.
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As soon as a merger becomes effective: (a) the surviving company or consolidated company (so far as is consistent with its memorandum and articles of
association, as amended or established by the articles of merger or consolidation) has all rights, privileges, immunities, powers, objects and purposes of
each of the constituent companies; (b) in the case of a merger, the memorandum and articles of association of any surviving company are automatically
amended to the extent, if any, that changes to its memorandum and articles of association are contained in the articles of merger or, in the case of a
consolidation, the memorandum and articles of association filed with the articles of consolidation are the memorandum and articles of the consolidated
company; (c) assets of every description, including choses-in-action and the business of each of the constituent companies, immediately vest in the
surviving company or consolidated company; (d) the surviving company or consolidated company is liable for all claims, debts, liabilities and obligations
of each of the constituent companies; (e) no conviction, judgment, ruling, order, claim, debt, liability or obligation due or to become due, and no cause
existing, against a constituent company or against any member, director, officer or agent thereof, is released or impaired by the merger or consolidation;
and (f) no proceedings, whether civil or criminal, pending at the time of a merger by or against a constituent company, or against any member, director,
officer or agent thereof, are abated or discontinued by the merger or consolidation; but: (i) the proceedings may be enforced, prosecuted, settled or
compromised by or against the surviving company or consolidated company or against the member, director, officer or agent thereof; as the case may be; or
(ii) the surviving company or consolidated company may be substituted in the proceedings for a constituent company. The Registrar of Corporate Affairs
shall strike off the register of companies each constituent company that is not the surviving company in the case of a merger and all constituent companies
in the case of a consolidation. If the directors determine it to be in the best interests of the company, it is also possible for a merger to be approved as a
Court approved plan of arrangement or scheme of arrangement in accordance with the BVI Act.
 
A shareholder may dissent from (a) a merger if the company is a constituent company, unless the company is the surviving company and the member
continues to hold the same or similar shares; (b) a consolidation if the company is a constituent company; (c) any sale, transfer, lease, exchange or other
disposition of more than 50 per cent in value of the assets or business of the company if not made in the usual or regular course of the business carried on
by the company but not including: (i) a disposition pursuant to an order of the court having jurisdiction in the matter, (ii) a disposition for money on terms
requiring all or substantially all net proceeds to be distributed to the members in accordance with their respective interest within one year after the date of
disposition, or (iii) a transfer pursuant to the power of the directors to transfer assets for the protection thereof; (d) a compulsory redemption of 10 per cent,
or fewer of the issued shares of the company required by the holders of 90 percent, or more of the shares of the company pursuant to the terms of the BVI
Act; and (e) a plan of arrangement, if permitted by the British Virgin Islands Court (each, an Action). A shareholder properly exercising his dissent rights is
entitled to a cash payment equal to the fair value of his shares.
 
A shareholder dissenting from an Action must object in writing to the Action before the vote by the shareholders on the merger or consolidation, unless
notice of the meeting was not given to the shareholder. If the merger or consolidation is approved by the shareholders, the company must give notice of this
fact to each shareholder within 20 days who gave written objection. Such objection shall include a statement that the members proposes to demand
payment for his or her shares if the Action is taken. These shareholders then have 20 days to give to the company their written election in the form
specified by the BVI Act to dissent from the Action, provided that in the case of a merger, the 20 days starts when the plan of merger is delivered to the
shareholder. Upon giving notice of his election to dissent, a shareholder ceases to have any shareholder rights except the right to be paid the fair value of
his shares. As such, the merger or consolidation may proceed in the ordinary course notwithstanding his dissent. Within seven days of the later of the
delivery of the notice of election to dissent and the effective date of the merger or consolidation, the company shall make a written offer to each dissenting
shareholder to purchase his shares at a specified price per share that the company determines to be the fair value of the shares. The company and the
shareholder then have 30 days to agree upon the price. If the company and a shareholder fail to agree on the price within the 30 days, then the company and
the shareholder shall, within 20 days immediately following the expiration of the 30-day period, each designate an appraiser and these two appraisers shall
designate a third appraiser. These three appraisers shall fix the fair value of the shares as of the close of business on the day prior to the shareholders’
approval of the transaction without taking into account any change in value as a result of the transaction.
 
Shareholders’ Suits
 
There are both statutory and common law remedies available to our shareholders as a matter of British Virgin Islands Law. These are summarized below:
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Prejudiced Members
 
A shareholder who considers that the affairs of the company have been, are being, or are likely to be, conducted in a manner that is, or any act or acts of the
company have been, or are, likely to be oppressive, unfairly discriminatory or unfairly prejudicial to him in that capacity, can apply to the court under
Section 184I of the BVI Act, inter alia, for an order that his shares be acquired, that he be provided compensation, that the Court regulate the future conduct
of the company, or that any decision of the company which contravenes the BVI Act or our second amended and restated memorandum and articles of
association be set aside.
 
Derivative Actions
 
Section 184C of the BVI Act provides that a shareholder of a company may, with the leave of the Court, bring an action in the name of the company in
certain circumstances to redress any wrong done to it. Such actions are known as derivative actions. The British Virgin Islands Court may only grant
permission to bring a derivative action where the following circumstances apply:
 
 ● the company does not intend to bring, diligently continue or defend or discontinue proceedings; and
 ● it is in the interests of the company that the conduct of the proceedings not be left to the directors or to the determination of the shareholders as a

whole.
 
When considering whether to grant leave, the British Virgin Islands Court is also required to have regard to the following matters:
 
 ● whether the shareholder is acting in good faith;
 ● whether a derivative action is in the company’s best interests, taking into account the directors’ views on commercial matters;
 ● whether the action is likely to proceed;
 ● the cost of the proceedings; and
 ● whether an alternative remedy is available.
 
Just and Equitable Winding Up
 
In addition to the statutory remedies outlined above, shareholders can also petition the British Virgin Islands Court for the winding up of a company under
the BVI Insolvency Act, 2003 (as amended) for the appointment of a liquidator to liquidate the company and the court may appoint a liquidator for the
company if it is of the opinion that it is just and equitable for the court to so order. Save in exceptional circumstances, this remedy is generally only
available where the company has been operated as a quasi-partnership and trust and confidence between the partners has broken down.
 
Indemnification of Directors and Executive Officers and Limitation of Liability
 
Our second amended and restated memorandum and articles of association provide that, subject to certain limitations, we indemnify against all expenses,
including legal fees, and against all judgments, fines and amounts paid in settlement and reasonably incurred in connection with legal, administrative or
investigative proceedings for any person who:
 
 ● is or was a party or is threatened to be made a party to any threatened, pending or completed proceedings, whether civil, criminal, administrative

or investigative, by reason of the fact that the person is or was our director; or
 ● is or was, at our request, serving as a director or officer of, or in any other capacity is or was acting for, another body corporate or a partnership,

joint venture, trust or other enterprise.
 
These indemnities only apply if the person acted honestly and in good faith with a view to our best interests and, in the case of criminal proceedings, the
person had no reasonable cause to believe that his conduct was unlawful. The decision of the directors as to whether the person acted honestly and in good
faith and with a view to the best interests of the company and as to whether the person had no reasonable cause to believe that his conduct was unlawful
and is, in the absence of fraud, sufficient for the purposes of the memorandum and articles of association, unless a question of law is involved. The
termination of any proceedings by any judgment, order, settlement, conviction or the entering of a nolle prosequi does not, by itself, create a presumption
that the person did not act honestly and in good faith and with a view to the best interests of the company or that the person had reasonable cause to believe
that his conduct was unlawful.
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This standard of conduct is generally the same as permitted under the Delaware General Corporation Law for a Delaware corporation. Insofar as
indemnification for liabilities arising under the Securities Act may be permitted to our directors, officers or persons controlling us under the foregoing
provisions, we have been advised that in the opinion of the SEC, such indemnification is against public policy as expressed in the Securities Act and is
therefore unenforceable.
 
Anti-Takeover Provisions in Our Second Amended and Restated Memorandum and Articles
 
Some provisions of our second amended and restated articles of association may discourage, delay or prevent a change in control of our Company or
management that shareholders may consider favorable. Under the BVI Act there are no provisions, which specifically prevent the issuance of preferred
shares or any such other “poison pill” measures. Our second amended and restated memorandum and articles of association also do not contain any express
prohibitions on the issuance of any preferred shares. Therefore, the directors without the approval of the holders of ordinary shares may issue preferred
shares that have characteristics that may be deemed to be anti-takeover. Additionally, such a designation of shares may be used in connection with plans
that are poison pill plans. However, under British Virgin Islands law, our directors in the exercise of their powers granted to them under our second
amended and restated memorandum and articles of association and performance of their duties, are required to act honestly and in good faith in what the
director believes to be in the best interests of our Company.
 
Directors’ Fiduciary Duties
 
Under Delaware corporate law, a director of a Delaware corporation has a fiduciary duty to the corporation and its shareholders. This duty has two
components: the duty of care and the duty of loyalty. The duty of care requires that a director act in good faith, with the care that an ordinarily prudent
person would exercise under similar circumstances.
 
Under this duty, a director must inform himself of, and disclose to shareholders, all material information reasonably available regarding a significant
transaction.
 
The duty of loyalty requires that a director act in a manner he reasonably believes to be in the best interests of the corporation. He must not use his
corporate position for personal gain or advantage. This duty prohibits self-dealing by a director and mandates that the best interest of the corporation and its
shareholders take precedence over any interest possessed by a director, officer or controlling shareholder and not shared by the shareholders generally. In
general, actions of a director are presumed to have been made on an informed basis, in good faith and in the honest belief that the action taken was in the
best interests of the corporation. However, this presumption may be rebutted by evidence of a breach of one of the fiduciary duties. Should such evidence
be presented concerning a transaction by a director, a director must prove the procedural fairness of the transaction and that the transaction was of fair value
to the corporation.
 
Under British Virgin Islands law, our directors owe fiduciary duties both at common law and under statute including, among others, a statutory duty to act
honestly, in good faith, for a proper purpose and with a view to what the directors believe to be in the best interests of the company. Our directors are also
required, when exercising powers or performing duties as a director, to exercise the care, diligence and skill that a reasonable director would exercise in
comparable circumstances, taking into account without limitation, the nature of the company, the nature of the decision and the position of the director and
the nature of the responsibilities undertaken. In the exercise of their powers, our directors must ensure neither they nor the company acts in a manner which
contravenes the BVI Act or our second amended and restated memorandum and articles of association. A shareholder has the right to seek damages for
breaches of duties owed to us by our directors.
 
Pursuant to the BVI Act and our second amended and restated memorandum and articles, a director of a company who has an interest in a transaction and
who has declared such interest to the other directors, may:
 
 ● (a) vote on a matter relating to the transaction;
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 ● (b) attend a meeting of directors at which a matter relating to the transaction arises and be included among the directors present at the meeting for

the purposes of a quorum; and
 ● (c) sign a document on behalf of the Company, or do any other thing in his capacity as a director, that relates to the transaction.
 
In certain limited circumstances, a shareholder has the right to seek various remedies against the company in the event the directors are in breach of their
duties under the BVI Act. Pursuant to Section 184B of the BVI Act, if a company or director of a company engages in, or proposes to engage in or has
engaged in, conduct that contravenes the provisions of the BVI Act or the memorandum or articles of association of the company, the British Virgin Islands
Court may, on application of a shareholder or director of the company, make an order directing the company or director to comply with, or restraining the
company or director from engaging in conduct that contravenes the BVI Act or the memorandum or articles. Furthermore, pursuant to section 184I(1) of
the BVI Act a shareholder of a company who considers that the affairs of the company have been, are being or likely to be, conducted in a manner that is,
or any acts of the company have been, or are likely to be oppressive, unfairly discriminatory, or unfairly prejudicial to him in that capacity, may apply to
the British Virgin Islands Court for an order which, inter alia, can require the company or any other person to pay compensation to the shareholders.
 
Shareholder Action by Written Consent
 
Under the Delaware General Corporation Law, a corporation may eliminate the right of shareholders to act by written consent by amendment to its
certificate of incorporation. British Virgin Islands law provides that, subject to the memorandum and articles of association of a company, an action that
may be taken by members of the company at a meeting may also be taken by a resolution of members consented to in writing.
 
Shareholder Proposals
 
Under the Delaware General Corporation Law, a shareholder has the right to put any proposal before the annual meeting of shareholders, provided it
complies with the notice provisions in the governing documents. A special meeting may be called by the board of directors or any other person authorized
to do so in the governing documents, but shareholders may be precluded from calling special meetings. British Virgin Islands law and our second amended
and restated memorandum and articles of association allow our shareholders holding 30% or more of the votes of the issued and outstanding voting shares
to requisition a shareholders’ meeting. There is no requirement under British Virgin Islands law to hold shareholders’ annual general meetings, but our
second amended and restated memorandum and articles of association do permit the directors to call such a meeting. The location of any shareholders’
meeting can be determined by the board of directors and can be held anywhere in the world.
 
Cumulative Voting
 
Under the Delaware General Corporation Law, cumulative voting for elections of directors is not permitted unless the corporation’s certificate of
incorporation specifically provides for it. Cumulative voting potentially facilitates the representation of minority shareholders on a board of directors since
it permits the minority shareholder to cast all the votes to which the shareholder is entitled on a single director, which increases the shareholder’s voting
power with respect to electing such director. As permitted under the British Virgin Islands law, our second amended and restated memorandum and articles
do not provide for cumulative voting. As a result, our shareholders are not afforded any less protections or rights on this issue than shareholders of a
Delaware corporation.
 
Removal of Directors
 
Under the Delaware General Corporation Law, a director of a corporation with a classified board may be removed only for cause with the approval of a
majority of the outstanding shares entitled to vote, unless the certificate of incorporation provides otherwise. Under our second amended and restated
memorandum and articles of association, directors can be removed from office, with or without cause, by a resolution of shareholders. Directors can also be
removed by a resolution of directors passed at a meeting of directors called for the purpose of removing the director or for purposes including the removal
of the director.
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Transactions With Interested Shareholders
 
The Delaware General Corporation Law contains a business combination statute applicable to Delaware public corporations whereby, unless the
corporation has specifically elected not to be governed by such statute by amendment to its certificate of incorporation, it is prohibited from engaging in
certain business combinations with an “interested shareholder” for three years following the date that such person becomes an interested shareholder. An
interested shareholder generally is a person or group who or which owns or owned 15% or more of the target’s outstanding voting shares within the past
three years. This has the effect of limiting the ability of a potential acquirer to make a two-tiered bid for the target in which all shareholders would not be
treated equally. The statute does not apply if, among other things, prior to the date on which such shareholder becomes an interested shareholder, the board
of directors approves either the business combination or the transaction which resulted in the person becoming an interested shareholder. This encourages
any potential acquirer of a Delaware public corporation to negotiate the terms of any acquisition transaction with the target’s board of directors. British
Virgin Islands law has no comparable statute and our second amended and restated memorandum and articles of association fails to expressly provide for
the same protection afforded by the Delaware business combination statute.
 
Dissolution; Winding Up
 
Under the Delaware General Corporation Law, unless the board of directors approves the proposal to dissolve, dissolution must be approved by
shareholders holding 100% of the total voting power of the corporation. Only if the dissolution is initiated by the board of directors may it be approved by a
simple majority of the corporation’s outstanding shares. Delaware law allows a Delaware corporation to include in its certificate of incorporation a
supermajority voting requirement in connection with dissolutions initiated by the board. Under the BVI Act and our second amended and restated
memorandum and articles of association, we may appoint a voluntary liquidator by a resolution of the shareholders or directors, provided that the directors
have made a declaration of solvency that the company is able to discharge its debts as they fall due and that the value of the company’s assets exceed its
liabilities.
 
Variation of Rights of Shares
 
Under the Delaware General Corporation Law, a corporation may vary the rights of a class of shares with the approval of a majority of the outstanding
shares of such class, unless the certificate of incorporation provides otherwise. Under our second amended and restated memorandum and articles of
association, if at any time our shares are divided into different classes of shares, the rights attached to any class may only be varied, whether or not our
Company is in liquidation, with the consent in writing of or by a resolution passed at a meeting by a majority of the votes cast by those entitled to vote at a
meeting of the holders of the issued shares in that class. For these purposes the creation, designation or issue of preferred shares with rights and privileges
ranking in priority to an existing class of shares is deemed not to be a variation of the rights of such existing class and may in accordance with our second
amended and restated memorandum and articles of association be effected by resolution of directors without shareholder approval.
 
Amendment of Governing Documents
 
Under the Delaware General Corporation Law, a corporation’s governing documents may be amended with the approval of a majority of the outstanding
shares entitled to vote, unless the certificate of incorporation provides otherwise. As permitted by British Virgin Islands law, our second amended
memorandum and articles of association may be amended by a special majority (meaning a two thirds majority) resolution of shareholders and, subject to
certain exceptions, by a special majority (meaning a two thirds majority) resolution of directors. An amendment is effective from the date it is registered at
the Registry of Corporate Affairs in the British Virgin Islands.
 
Anti-Money Laundering Laws
 
In order to comply with legislation or regulations aimed at the prevention of money laundering we are required to adopt and maintain anti-money
laundering procedures, and may require subscribers to provide evidence to verify their identity. Where permitted, and subject to certain conditions, we also
may delegate the maintenance of our anti-money laundering procedures (including the acquisition of due diligence information) to a suitable person.
 
We reserve the right to request such information as is necessary to verify the identity of a subscriber. In the event of delay or failure on the part of the
subscriber in producing any information required for verification purposes, we may refuse to accept the application, in which case any funds received will
be returned without interest to the account from which they were originally debited.
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If any person resident in the British Virgin Islands knows or suspects that another person is engaged in money laundering or terrorist financing and the
information for that knowledge or suspicion came to their attention in the course of their business the person will be required to report his belief or
suspicion to the Financial Investigation Agency of the British Virgin Islands, pursuant to the Proceeds of Criminal Conduct Act 1997 (as amended). Such a
report shall not be treated as a breach of confidence or of any restriction upon the disclosure of information imposed by any enactment or otherwise.
 
History of Share Capital
 
We were incorporated in the British Virgin Islands on November 23, 2018. We issued the following ordinary shares to our founding shareholders:
 
Purchaser  Date of Issuance  Number of Ordinary Shares 
Global Clean Energy Limited  November 23, 2018   50,000 
Elk International Capital Limited  August 22, 2019   20,972 
Sentong Industry Limited  August 22, 2019   15,359 
Xieying Energy Limited  August 22, 2019   15,359 
Yunda Industrial Limited  August 22, 2019   11,058 
Xinhe Industrial Limited  August 22, 2019   7,987 
Xintai Industrial Limited  August 22, 2019   6,604 
Spruce International Limited  August 22, 2019   6,144 
Xingyou Industrial Limited  August 22, 2019   6,144 
 
On April 15, 2020, our shareholders and board of directors approved (i) a forward split of our issued and outstanding ordinary shares at an approximate or
rounded ratio of 71.62-for-1 share, and (ii) the creation of a new class of convertible preferred shares of no par value. On April 16, 2020, we filed our
second amended and restated memorandum and articles of association with the BVI Registrar to effect such corporate actions, which filing became
effective on April 20, 2020. Unless otherwise indicated, all references to ordinary shares, options to purchase ordinary shares, share data, per share data,
and related information have been retroactively adjusted, where applicable, in this prospectus to reflect the forward split of our ordinary shares as if it had
occurred at the beginning of the earlier period presented.
 
On April 20, 2020, we issued 195,000 Convertible Preferred Shares to Wei Lian for a consideration of $702,000 and 305,000 Convertible Preferred Shares
to Zhenyan Yu for a consideration of $1,098,000 pursuant to certain Share Purchase Agreement dated April 3, 2020. On February 9, 2021, the Convertible
Preferred Shares held by Wei Lian automatically converted into 195,000 ordinary shares and the Convertible Preferred Shares held by Zhenyan Yu
automatically converted into 305,000 ordinary shares upon the closing of our initial public offering.
 
On June 11, 2021, pursuant to certain Subscription Agreements, we issued the following ordinary shares to six investors:
 
Purchaser  Date of Subscription Agreement  Number of Ordinary Shares  
Yonghong Wu  June 8, 2021   990,000 
Yan Wang  June 9, 2021   950,000 
Jian Wang  June 9, 2021   750,000 
Xiaochun Zhang  June 9, 2021   700,000 
Ming Gao  June 10, 2021   310,000 
Minggang Wang  June 10, 2021   300,000 
 
On August 20, 2021, we issued an aggregate of 69,276 ordinary shares to Network 1 Financial Securities, Inc. and four individuals related to it pursuant to
certain underwriter warrants dated February 9, 2021.
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On April 7, 2022, we issued 2,764,351 ordinary shares to Lishui Yilian Enterprise Management Consulting Co., Ltd., a limited liability company formed
under the laws of the PRC, pursuant to a certain subscription agreement dated April 1, 2022.
 

DESCRIPTION OF DEBT SECURITIES
 
General
 
As used in this prospectus, the term “debt securities” means the debentures, notes, bonds, and other evidences of indebtedness that we may issue from time
to time. The debt securities will either be senior debt securities or subordinated debt securities. Debt securities will be issued under an indenture between us
and a trustee to be named therein. We have filed the forms of indentures as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part. We may
issue debt securities which may or may not be converted into our ordinary shares or preferred shares. It is likely that convertible debt securities will not be
issued under an indenture. We may issue the debt securities independently or together with any underlying securities, and debt securities may be attached or
separate from the underlying securities.
 
The following description is a summary of selected provisions relating to the debt securities that we may issue. The summary is not complete. When debt
securities are offered in the future, a prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference, or a free writing prospectus, as applicable, will explain
the particular terms of those securities and the extent to which these general provisions may apply. The specific terms of the debt securities as described in
a prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus will supplement and, if applicable, may modify or replace the
general terms described in this section.
 
This summary and any description of debt securities in the applicable prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference, or free writing
prospectus is subject to and is qualified in its entirety by reference to all the provisions of any specific debt securities document or agreement. We will file
each of these documents, as applicable, with the SEC and incorporate them by reference as an exhibit to the registration statement of which this prospectus
is a part on or before the time we issue a series of debt securities. See “Where You Can Find Additional Information” and “Incorporation of Documents by
Reference” below for information on how to obtain a copy of a debt securities document when it is filed.
 
When we refer to a series of debt securities, we mean all debt securities issued as part of the same series under the applicable indenture.
 
Terms
 
The applicable prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus, may describe the terms of any debt securities that
we may offer, including, but not limited to, the following:
 
 ● the title of the debt securities;
   
 ● the total amount of the debt securities;
   
 ● the amount or amounts of the debt securities will be issued and interest rate;
   
 ● the conversion price at which the debt securities may be converted;
   
 ● the date on which the right to convert the debt securities will commence and the date on which the right will expire;
   
 ● if applicable, the minimum or maximum amount of debt securities that may be converted at any one time;
   
 ● if applicable, a discussion of material federal income tax consideration;
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 ● if applicable, the terms of the payoff of the debt securities;
   
 ● the identity of the indenture agent, if any;
   
 ● the procedures and conditions relating to the conversion of the debt securities; and
   
 ● any other terms of the debt securities, including terms, procedure and limitation relating to the exchange or conversion of the debt securities.
 
Form, Exchange, and Transfer
 
We may issue the debt securities in registered form or bearer form. Debt securities issued in registered form, i.e., book-entry form, will be represented by a
global security registered in the name of a depository, which will be the holder of all the debt securities represented by the global security. Those investors
who own beneficial interests in global debt securities will do so through participants in the depository’s system, and the rights of these indirect owners will
be governed solely by the applicable procedures of the depository and its participants. In addition, we may issue debt securities in non-global form, i.e.,
bearer form. If any debt securities are issued in non-global form, debt securities certificates may be exchanged for new debt securities certificates of
different denominations, and holders may exchange, transfer, or convert their debt securities at the debt securities agent’s office or any other office
indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference or free writing prospectus.
 
Prior to the conversion of their debt securities, holders of debt securities convertible for ordinary shares or preferred shares will not have any rights of
holders of ordinary shares or preferred shares, and will not be entitled to dividend payments, if any, or voting rights of the ordinary shares or preferred
shares.
 
Conversion of Debt Securities
 
A debt security may entitle the holder to purchase, in exchange for the extinguishment of debt, an amount of securities at a conversion price that will be
stated in the debt security. Debt securities may be converted at any time up to the close of business on the expiration date set forth in the terms of such debt
security. After the close of business on the expiration date, debt securities not exercised will be paid in accordance with their terms.
 
Debt securities may be converted as set forth in the applicable offering material. Upon receipt of a notice of conversion properly completed and duly
executed at the corporate trust office of the indenture agent, if any, or to us, we will forward, as soon as practicable, the securities purchasable upon such
exercise. If less than all of the debt security represented by such security is converted, a new debt security will be issued for the remaining debt security.
 

DESCRIPTION OF WARRANTS
 
General
 
We may issue warrants to purchase our securities. We may issue the warrants independently or together with any underlying securities, and the warrants
may be attached or separate from the underlying securities. We may also issue a series of warrants under a separate warrant agreement to be entered into
between us and a warrant agent. The warrant agent will act solely as our agent in connection with the warrants of such series and will not assume any
obligation or relationship of agency for or with holders or beneficial owners of warrants.
 
The following description is a summary of selected provisions relating to the warrants that we may issue. The summary is not complete. When warrants are
offered in the future, a prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference, or a free writing prospectus, as applicable, will explain the particular
terms of those securities and the extent to which these general provisions may apply. The specific terms of the warrants as described in a prospectus
supplement, information incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus will supplement and, if applicable, may modify or replace the general terms
described in this section.
 
This summary and any description of warrants in the applicable prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus is
subject to and is qualified in its entirety by reference to all the provisions of any specific warrant document or agreement, if applicable. We will file each of
these documents, as applicable, with the SEC and incorporate them by reference as an exhibit to the registration statement of which this prospectus is a part
on or before the time we issue a series of warrants. See “Where You Can Find Additional Information” and “Incorporation of Documents by Reference”
below for information on how to obtain a copy of a warrant document when it is filed.
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When we refer to a series of warrants, we mean all warrants issued as part of the same series under the applicable warrant agreement.
 
Terms
 
The applicable prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus, may describe the terms of any warrants that we
may offer, including, but not limited to, the following:
 
 ● the title of the warrants;
   
 ● the total number of warrants;
   
 ● the price or prices at which the warrants will be issued;
   
 ● the price or prices at which the warrants may be exercised;
   
 ● the currency or currencies that investors may use to pay for the warrants;
   
 ● the date on which the right to exercise the warrants will commence and the date on which the right will expire;
   
 ● whether the warrants will be issued in registered form or bearer form;
   
 ● information with respect to book-entry procedures, if any;
   
 ● if applicable, the minimum or maximum amount of warrants that may be exercised at any one time;
   
 ● if applicable, the designation and terms of the underlying securities with which the warrants are issued and the number of warrants issued with

each underlying security;
   
 ● if applicable, the date on and after which the warrants and the related underlying securities will be separately transferable;
   
 ● if applicable, a discussion of material federal income tax considerations;
 ● if applicable, the terms of redemption of the warrants;
   
 ● the identity of the warrant agent, if any;
   
 ● the procedures and conditions relating to the exercise of the warrants; and
   
 ● any other terms of the warrants, including terms, procedures, and limitations relating to the exchange and exercise of the warrants.
 
Warrant Agreement
 
We may issue the warrants in one or more series under one or more warrant agreements, each to be entered into between us and a bank, trust company, or
other financial institution as warrant agent. We may add, replace, or terminate warrant agents from time to time. We may also choose to act as our own
warrant agent or may choose one of our subsidiaries to do so.
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The warrant agent under a warrant agreement will act solely as our agent in connection with the warrants issued under that agreement. Any holder of
warrants may, without the consent of any other person, enforce by appropriate legal action, on its own behalf, its right to exercise those warrants in
accordance with their terms.
 
Form, Exchange, and Transfer
 
We may issue the warrants in registered form or bearer form. Warrants issued in registered form, i.e., book-entry form, will be represented by a global
security registered in the name of a depository, which will be the holder of all the warrants represented by the global security. Those investors who own
beneficial interests in a global warrant will do so through participants in the depository’s system, and the rights of these indirect owners will be governed
solely by the applicable procedures of the depository and its participants. In addition, we may issue warrants in non-global form, i.e., bearer form. If any
warrants are issued in non-global form, warrant certificates may be exchanged for new warrant certificates of different denominations, and holders may
exchange, transfer, or exercise their warrants at the warrant agent’s office or any other office indicated in the applicable prospectus supplement, information
incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus.
 
Prior to the exercise of their warrants, holders of warrants exercisable for ordinary shares or preferred shares will not have any rights of holders of ordinary
shares or preferred shares and will not be entitled to dividend payments, if any, or voting rights of the ordinary shares or preferred shares.
 
Exercise of Warrants
 
A warrant will entitle the holder to purchase for cash an amount of securities at an exercise price that will be stated in, or that will be determinable as
described in, the applicable prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus. Warrants may be exercised at any
time up to the close of business on the expiration date set forth in the applicable offering material. After the close of business on the expiration date,
unexercised warrants will become void. Warrants may be redeemed as set forth in the applicable offering material.
 
Warrants may be exercised as set forth in the applicable offering material. Upon receipt of payment and the warrant certificate properly completed and duly
executed at the corporate trust office of the warrant agent or any other office indicated in the applicable offering material, we will forward, as soon as
practicable, the securities purchasable upon such exercise. If less than all of the warrants represented by such warrant certificate are exercised, a new
warrant certificate will be issued for the remaining warrants.
 

DESCRIPTION OF RIGHTS
 
We may issue rights to purchase our securities. The rights may or may not be transferable by the persons purchasing or receiving the rights. In connection
with any rights offering, we may enter into a standby underwriting or other arrangement with one or more underwriters or other persons pursuant to which
such underwriters or other persons would purchase any offered securities remaining unsubscribed for after such rights offering. Each series of rights will be
issued under a separate rights agent agreement to be entered into between us and one or more banks, trust companies, or other financial institutions, as
rights agent, that we will name in the applicable prospectus supplement. The rights agent will act solely as our agent in connection with the rights and will
not assume any obligation or relationship of agency or trust for or with any holders of rights certificates or beneficial owners of rights.
 
The prospectus supplement relating to any rights that we offer will include specific terms relating to the offering, including, among other matters:
 
 ● the date of determining the security holders entitled to the rights distribution;
   
 ● the aggregate number of rights issued and the aggregate amount of securities purchasable upon exercise of the rights;
   
 ● the exercise price;
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 ● the conditions to completion of the rights offering;
   
 ● the date on which the right to exercise the rights will commence and the date on which the rights will expire; and
   
 ● any applicable federal income tax considerations.
 
Each right would entitle the holder of the rights to purchase for cash the principal amount of securities at the exercise price set forth in the applicable
prospectus supplement. Rights may be exercised at any time up to the close of business on the expiration date for the rights provided in the applicable
prospectus supplement. After the close of business on the expiration date, all unexercised rights will become void.
 
If less than all of the rights issued in any rights offering are exercised, we may offer any unsubscribed securities directly to persons other than our security
holders, to or through agents, underwriters, or dealers, or through a combination of such methods, including pursuant to standby arrangements, as described
in the applicable prospectus supplement.
 

DESCRIPTION OF UNITS
 
We may issue units composed of any combination of our securities. We will issue each unit so that the holder of the unit is also the holder of each security
included in the unit. As a result, the holder of a unit will have the rights and obligations of a holder of each included security. The unit agreement under
which a unit is issued may provide that the securities included in the unit may not be held or transferred separately, at any time or at any time before a
specified date.
 
The following description is a summary of selected provisions relating to units that we may offer. The summary is not complete. When units are offered in
the future, a prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference, or a free writing prospectus, as applicable, will explain the particular terms of
those securities and the extent to which these general provisions may apply. The specific terms of the units as described in a prospectus supplement,
information incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus will supplement and, if applicable, may modify or replace the general terms described in
this section.
 
This summary and any description of units in the applicable prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus is
subject to and is qualified in its entirety by reference to the unit agreement, collateral arrangements, and depositary arrangements, if applicable. We will file
each of these documents, as applicable, with the SEC and incorporate them by reference as an exhibit to the registration statement of which this prospectus
is a part on or before the time we issue a series of units. See “Where You Can Find Additional Information” and “Incorporation of Documents by
Reference” below for information on how to obtain a copy of a document when it is filed.
 
The applicable prospectus supplement, information incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus may describe:
 
 ● The designation and terms of the units and of the securities comprising the units, including whether and under what circumstances those securities

may be held or transferred separately;
   
 ● Any provisions for the issuance, payment, settlement, transfer, or exchange of the units or of the securities composing the units;
   
 ● Whether the units will be issued in fully registered or global form; and
   
 ● Any other terms of the units.
 
The applicable provisions described in this section, as well as those described under “Description of Share Capital,” “Description of Debt Securities,”
“Description of Warrants,” and “Description of Rights” above, will apply to each unit and to each security included in each unit, respectively.
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PLAN OF DISTRIBUTION

 
We may sell the securities offered by this prospectus from time to time in one or more transactions, including, without limitation:
 
 ● through agents;
   
 ● to or through underwriters;
 
 ● through broker-dealers (acting as agent or principal);
   
 ● directly by us to purchasers (including our affiliates and shareholders), through a specific bidding or auction process, a rights offering, or other

method;
   
 ● through a combination of any such methods of sale; or
   
 ● through any other methods described in a prospectus supplement.
 
The distribution of securities may be effected, from time to time, in one or more transactions, including:
 
 ● block transactions (which may involve crosses) and transactions on Nasdaq or any other organized market where the securities may be traded;
   
 ● purchases by a broker-dealer as principal and resale by the broker-dealer for its own account pursuant to a prospectus supplement;
   
 ● ordinary brokerage transactions and transactions in which a broker-dealer solicits purchasers;
   
 ● sales “at the market” to or through a market maker or into an existing trading market, on an exchange or otherwise; and
   
 ● sales in other ways not involving market makers or established trading markets, including direct sales to purchasers.
 
The securities may be sold at a fixed price or prices, which may be changed, or at market prices prevailing at the time of sale, at prices relating to the
prevailing market prices or at negotiated prices. The consideration may be cash, extinguishment of debt, or another form negotiated by the parties. Agents,
underwriters, or broker-dealers may be paid compensation for offering and selling the securities. That compensation may be in the form of discounts,
concessions, or commissions to be received from us or from the purchasers of the securities. Dealers and agents participating in the distribution of the
securities may be deemed to be underwriters, and compensation received by them on resale of the securities may be deemed to be underwriting discounts
and commissions under the Securities Act. If such dealers or agents were deemed to be underwriters, they may be subject to statutory liabilities under the
Securities Act.
 
We may also make direct sales through subscription rights distributed to our existing shareholders on a pro rata basis, which may or may not be
transferable. In any distribution of subscription rights to our shareholders, if all of the underlying securities are not subscribed for, we may then sell the
unsubscribed securities directly to third parties or may engage the services of one or more underwriters, dealers, or agents, including standby underwriters,
to sell the unsubscribed securities to third parties.
 
Some or all of the securities that we offer through this prospectus may be new issues of securities with no established trading market. Any underwriters to
whom we sell our securities for public offering and sale may make a market in those securities, but they will not be obligated to do so and they may
discontinue any market making at any time without notice. Accordingly, we cannot assure you of the liquidity of, or continued trading markets for, any
securities that we offer.
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Agents may, from time to time, solicit offers to purchase the securities. If required, we will name in the applicable prospectus supplement, document
incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus, as applicable, any agent involved in the offer or sale of the securities and set forth any compensation
payable to the agent. Unless otherwise indicated, any agent will be acting on a best efforts basis for the period of its appointment. Any agent selling the
securities covered by this prospectus may be deemed to be an underwriter of the securities.
 
If underwriters are used in an offering, securities will be acquired by the underwriters for their own account and may be resold, from time to time, in one or
more transactions, including negotiated transactions, at a fixed public offering price or at varying prices determined at the time of sale, or under delayed
delivery contracts or other contractual commitments. Securities may be offered to the public either through underwriting syndicates represented by one or
more managing underwriters or directly by one or more firms acting as underwriters. If an underwriter or underwriters are used in the sale of securities, an
underwriting agreement will be executed with the underwriter or underwriters at the time an agreement for the sale is reached. The applicable prospectus
supplement will set forth the managing underwriter or underwriters, as well as any other underwriter or underwriters, with respect to a particular
underwritten offering of securities, and will set forth the terms of the transactions, including compensation of the underwriters and dealers and the public
offering price, if applicable. This prospectus, the applicable prospectus supplement, and any applicable free writing prospectus will be used by the
underwriters to resell the securities.
 
If a dealer is used in the sale of the securities, we, or an underwriter, will sell the securities to the dealer, as principal. The dealer may then resell the
securities to the public at varying prices to be determined by the dealer at the time of resale. To the extent required, we will set forth in the prospectus
supplement, document incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus, as applicable, the name of the dealer and the terms of the transactions.
 
We may directly solicit offers to purchase the securities and may make sales of securities directly to institutional investors or others. These persons may be
deemed to be underwriters with respect to any resale of the securities. To the extent required, the prospectus supplement, document incorporated by
reference, or free writing prospectus, as applicable, will describe the terms of any such sales, including the terms of any bidding or auction process, if used.
 
Agents, underwriters, and dealers may be entitled under agreements which may be entered into with us to indemnification by us against specified liabilities,
including liabilities incurred under the Securities Act, or to contribution by us to payments they may be required to make in respect of such liabilities. If
required, the prospectus supplement, document incorporated by reference, or free writing prospectus, as applicable, will describe the terms and conditions
of such indemnification or contribution. Some of the agents, underwriters, or dealers, or their affiliates may be customers of, engage in transactions with or
perform services for us or our subsidiaries or affiliates in the ordinary course of business.
 
Under the securities laws of some states, the securities offered by this prospectus may be sold in those states only through registered or licensed brokers or
dealers.
 
Any person participating in the distribution of securities registered under the registration statement that includes this prospectus will be subject to
applicable provisions of the Exchange Act, and the applicable SEC rules and regulations, including, among others, Regulation M, which may limit the
timing of purchases and sales of any of our securities by any such person. Furthermore, Regulation M may restrict the ability of any person engaged in the
distribution of our securities to engage in market-making activities with respect to our securities.
 
These restrictions may affect the marketability of our securities and the ability of any person or entity to engage in market-making activities with respect to
our securities.
 
Certain persons participating in an offering may engage in over-allotment, stabilizing transactions, short-covering transactions, and penalty bids in
accordance with Regulation M under the Exchange Act that stabilize, maintain, or otherwise affect the price of the offered securities. If any such activities
will occur, they will be described in the applicable prospectus supplement.
 
To the extent required, this prospectus may be amended or supplemented from time to time to describe a specific plan of distribution.
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TAXATION

 
Material income tax consequences relating to the purchase, ownership, and disposition of the securities offered by this prospectus are set forth in “Item 10.
Additional Information—E. Taxation” in the 2021 Annual Report, which is incorporated herein by reference, as updated by our subsequent filings under
the Exchange Act that are incorporated by reference and, if applicable, in any accompanying prospectus supplement or relevant free writing prospectus.
 

EXPENSES
 
The following table sets forth the aggregate expenses in connection with this offering, all of which will be paid by us. All amounts shown are estimates,
except for the SEC registration fee.
 
SEC registration fee  $ 9,270 
FINRA fees  $ 15,500 
Legal fees and expenses  $ * 
Accounting fees and expenses  $ * 
Printing and postage expenses  $ * 
Miscellaneous expenses  $ * 
Total  $ * 
 
* To be provided by a prospectus supplement or as an exhibit to a report of foreign private issuer on Form 6-K that is incorporated by reference into this

registration statement. Estimated solely for this item. Actual expenses may vary.
 

MATERIAL CONTRACTS
 
Our material contracts are described in the documents incorporated by reference into this prospectus. See “Incorporation of Documents by Reference”
below.
 

MATERIAL CHANGES
 
Except as otherwise described in the 2021 Annual Report, in our reports of foreign issuer on Form 6-K filed or submitted under the Exchange Act and
incorporated by reference herein, and as disclosed in this prospectus or the applicable prospectus supplement, no reportable material changes have occurred
since September 30, 2021.
 

LEGAL MATTERS
 
We are being represented by Hunter Taubman Fischer & Li LLC with respect to certain legal matters as to United States federal securities and New York
State law. The validity of the securities offered in this offering and certain other legal matters as to British Virgin Islands law will be passed upon for us by
Carey Olsen Singapore LLP, our counsel as to British Virgin Islands law. Legal matters as to PRC law will be passed upon for us by Yingke Wuxi Law
Firm. If legal matters in connection with offerings made pursuant to this prospectus are passed upon by counsel to underwriters, dealers, or agents, such
counsel will be named in the applicable prospectus supplement relating to any such offering.
 

EXPERTS
 
The consolidated financial statements as of September 30, 2021 and 2020, and for the fiscal years ended September 30, 2021, 2020, and 2019 included in
this prospectus have been so included in reliance on the report of Friedman LLP, an independent registered public accounting firm, given on the authority
of said firm as experts in auditing and accounting. The office of Friedman LLP is located at One Liberty Plaza, 165 Broadway Floor 21, New York, NY
10006.
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INCORPORATION OF DOCUMENTS BY REFERENCE

 
The SEC allows us to “incorporate by reference” into this prospectus certain information we file with the SEC. This means that we can disclose important
information to you by referring you to those documents. Any statement contained in a document incorporated by reference in this prospectus shall be
deemed to be modified or superseded for purposes of this prospectus to the extent that a statement contained herein, or in any subsequently filed document,
which is incorporated by reference herein, modifies or supersedes such earlier statement. Any such statement so modified or superseded shall not be
deemed, except as so modified or superseded, to constitute a part of this prospectus.
 
We hereby incorporate by reference into this prospectus the following documents:
 

1. our annual report on Form 20-F for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2021 filed with the SEC on February 15, 2022;
 

2. our reports of foreign private issuer on Form 6-K filed with the SEC on March 17, 2022, April 4, 2022, and April 11, 2022;
 

3. the description of our ordinary shares contained in our registration statement on Form 8-A, filed with the SEC on February 1, 2021, and any
amendment or report filed for the purpose of updating such description;

 
4. any future annual reports on Form 20-F filed with the SEC after the date of this prospectus and prior to the termination of the offering of the

securities offered by this prospectus; and
 

5. any future reports of foreign private issuer on Form 6-K that we furnish to the SEC after the date of this prospectus that are identified in such
reports as being incorporated by reference into the registration statement of which this prospectus forms a part.

 
Our annual report on Form 20-F for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2021 filed with the SEC on February 15, 2022 contains a description of our
business and audited consolidated financial statements with a report by our independent auditors. These financial statements were prepared in accordance
with U.S. GAAP.
 
Unless expressly incorporated by reference, nothing in this prospectus shall be deemed to incorporate by reference information furnished to, but not filed
with, the SEC. Copies of all documents incorporated by reference in this prospectus, other than exhibits to those document unless such exhibits are
specially incorporated by reference in this prospectus, will be provided at no cost to each person, including any beneficial owner, who receives a copy of
this prospectus on the written or oral request of that person made to:
 

CN ENERGY GROUP. INC.
Building 2-B, Room 206, No. 268 Shiniu Road
Liandu District, Lishui City, Zhejiang Province

The PRC
+86 571 87555823

 
You should rely only on the information that we incorporate by reference or provide in this prospectus. We have not authorized anyone to provide you with
different information. We are not making any offer to sell these securities in any jurisdiction where the offer or sale is not permitted. You should not assume
that the information contained or incorporated in this prospectus by reference is accurate as of any date other than the date of the document containing the
information.
 

WHERE YOU CAN FIND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
 
As permitted by SEC rules, this prospectus omits certain information and exhibits that are included in the registration statement of which this prospectus
forms a part. Since this prospectus may not contain all of the information that you may find important, you should review the full text of these documents.
If we have filed a contract, agreement, or other document as an exhibit to the registration statement of which this prospectus forms a part, you should read
the exhibit for a more complete understanding of the document or matter involved. Each statement in this prospectus, including statements incorporated by
reference as discussed above, regarding a contract, agreement, or other document is qualified in its entirety by reference to the actual document.
 
We are subject to periodic reporting and other informational requirements of the Exchange Act as applicable to foreign private issuers. Accordingly, we are
required to file reports, including annual reports on Form 20-F, and other information with the SEC. All information electronically filed with the SEC can
be inspected over the Internet at the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov.
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As a foreign private issuer, we are exempt under the Exchange Act from, among other things, the rules prescribing the furnishing and content of proxy
statements, and our executive officers, directors, and principal shareholders are exempt from the reporting and short-swing profit recovery provisions
contained in Section 16 of the Exchange Act. In addition, we will not be required under the Exchange Act to file periodic or current reports and financial
statements with the SEC as frequently or as promptly as U.S. companies whose securities are registered under the Exchange Act.
 

ENFORCEABILITY OF CIVIL LIABILITIES
 
We were incorporated under the laws of the British Virgin Islands because there are certain benefits associated with being a British Virgin Islands company,
such as political and economic stability, an effective judicial system, a favorable tax system, the absence of foreign exchange control or currency
restrictions, and the availability of professional and support services. The British Virgin Islands, however, has a less developed body of securities laws than
the United States and provides significantly less protection for investors than the United States.
 
Substantially all of our assets are located in the PRC. In addition, almost all of our directors and officers are nationals or residents of the PRC and all or a
substantial portion of their assets are located outside the United States. As a result, it may be difficult for investors to effect service of process within the
United States upon us or these persons, or to enforce against us or them judgments obtained in United States courts, including judgments predicated upon
the civil liability provisions of the securities laws of the United States or any state in the United States.
 
We have appointed CN Energy USA Inc. as our agent to receive service of process with respect to any action brought against us in the United States
District Court for the Southern District of New York under the federal securities laws of the United States or of any state in the United States or any action
brought against us in the Supreme Court of the State of New York in the County of New York under the securities laws of the State of New York.
 
Our counsel with respect to the laws of the British Virgin Islands, Carey Olsen Singapore LLP, and our counsel with respect to PRC law, Yingke Wuxi Law
Firm, have advised us that there is uncertainty as to whether the courts of the British Virgin Islands or the PRC would (i) recognize or enforce judgments of
United States courts obtained against us or our directors or officers predicated upon the civil liability provisions of the securities laws of the United States
or any state in the United States or (ii) entertain original actions brought in the British Virgin Islands or the PRC against us or our directors or officers
predicated upon the securities laws of the United States or any state in the United States.
 
Our BVI counsel, Carey Olsen Singapore LLP, has further advised us that there is currently no statutory enforcement or treaty between the United States
and the British Virgin Islands providing for enforcement of judgments. A judgment obtained in the United States, however, may be recognized and
enforced in the courts of the British Virgin Islands at common law, without any re-examination on the merits of the underlying dispute, by an action
commenced on the foreign judgment debt in the Commercial Division of the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court in the British Virgin Islands, provided such
judgment: (i) is given by a foreign court of competent jurisdiction; (ii) is final; (iii) is not in respect of taxes, a fine or a penalty; and (iv) was not obtained
in a manner and is not of a kind the enforcement of which is contrary to natural justice or public policy of the British Virgin Islands. Our BVI counsel,
Carey Olsen Singapore LLP, has informed us that there is uncertainty with regard to British Virgin Islands law relating to whether a judgment obtained
from the U.S. courts under civil liability provisions of the securities laws will be determined by the courts of the British Virgin Islands as penal or punitive
in nature.
 
Our PRC counsel, Yingke Wuxi Law Firm, has advised us that the recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments are provided for under the PRC Civil
Procedure Law. PRC courts may recognize and enforce foreign judgments in accordance with the requirements of the PRC Civil Procedure Law based
either on treaties between China and the country where the judgment is made or on reciprocity between jurisdictions. However, there are no treaties or
other forms of reciprocity between China and the United States for the mutual recognition and enforcement of court judgments. Further, pursuant to the
PRC Civil Procedures Law, courts in the PRC will not enforce a foreign judgment against us or our directors and officers if they decide that the judgment
violates the basic principles of PRC law or national sovereignty, security, or public interest. As a result, it is uncertain whether and on what basis a PRC
court would enforce a judgment rendered by a court in the United States.
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Our PRC counsel, Yingke Wuxi Law Firm, has further advised us that, under the PRC Civil Procedures Law, foreign shareholders may originate actions
based on PRC laws against us in the PRC, if they can establish sufficient nexus to the PRC for a PRC court to have jurisdiction, and meet other procedural
requirements, including, among others, the plaintiff must have a direct interest in the case, and there must be a concrete claim, a factual basis, and a cause
for the suit. However, it would be difficult for foreign shareholders to establish sufficient nexus to the PRC by virtue only of holding our ordinary shares.
 

PART II
 

INFORMATION NOT REQUIRED IN PROSPECTUS
 
Item 8. Indemnification of Directors and Officers
 
British Virgin Islands law does not limit the extent to which a company’s articles of association may provide for indemnification of officers and directors,
except to the extent any such provision may be held by the British Virgin Islands courts to be contrary to public policy, such as to provide indemnification
against civil fraud or the consequences of committing a crime.
 
Our second amended and restated articles of association provide that, we may indemnify against all expenses, including legal fees, and against all
judgements, fines, and amounts paid in settlement and reasonably incurred in connection with legal, administrative, or investigative proceedings any
Eligible Person (which is defined in the amended and restated memorandum and articles of association as any “individuals, corporations, trusts, the estates
of deceased individuals, partnerships, and unincorporated associations of persons”) who is or was:
 
(a) a party or is threatened to be made a party to any threatened, pending, or completed proceedings, whether civil, criminal, administrative, or

investigative, by reason of the fact that the Eligible Person is or was a director; or
 
(b) at our request, serving as a director of, or in any other capacity is or was acting for, another body corporate or a partnership, joint venture, trust,

or other enterprise.
 
The above does not apply unless the Eligible Person acted honestly and in good faith and in what he or she believed to be in our best interests and, in the
case of criminal proceedings, the Eligible Person had no reasonable cause to believe that his or her conduct was unlawful. For the purposes of the above, a
director acts in our best interests if he or she acts in the best interests of our parent or member (or members), in either case, in the circumstances specified
in the BVI Act, as the case may be. The decision of our directors as to whether the person acted honestly and in good faith and with a view to our best
interests and as to whether the person had no reasonable cause to believe that his conduct was unlawful is, in the absence of fraud, sufficient for the
purposes of our second amended and restated articles of association, unless a question of law is involved. The termination of any proceedings by any
judgement, order, settlement, conviction, or the entering of a nolle prosequi does not, by itself, create a presumption that the Eligible Person did not act
honestly and in good faith and with a view to our best interests or that the Eligible Person had reasonable cause to believe that his or her conduct was
unlawful.
 
Expenses, including legal fees, incurred by our director (or our former director) in defending any legal, administrative, or investigative proceedings may be
paid by us in advance of the final disposition of such proceedings upon receipt of an undertaking by or on behalf of such director (or a former director) to
repay the amount if it shall ultimately be determined that the director (or a former director) is not entitled to be indemnified by us in accordance with the
provisions stated above and upon such other terms and conditions, if any, as we deem appropriate.
 
The indemnification and advancement of expenses provided by, or granted pursuant to our second amended and restated memorandum and articles of
association is not exclusive of any other rights to which the Eligible Person seeking indemnification or advancement of expenses may be entitled under any
agreement, resolution of members, resolution of disinterested directors, or otherwise, both as to acting in the Eligible Person’s official capacity and as to
acting in another capacity while serving as a director. Pursuant to indemnification agreements, we have agreed to indemnify our directors and officers
against certain liabilities and expenses incurred by such persons in connection with claims made by reason of their being such a director or officer.
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Item 9. Exhibits
 
Exhibit No.  Description
1.1*  Form of Underwriting Agreement
4.1  Registrant’s Specimen Certificate (incorporated by reference to Exhibit 4.1 of our Registration Statement on Form F-1 (file No. 333-239659),

as filed with the SEC on January 25, 2021)
4.2*  Form of Preferred Shares
4.3*  Form of Debt Security
4.4*  Form of Warrant Agreement and Warrant Certificate
4.5*  Form of Unit Agreement and Unit Certificate
4.6**  Form of indenture with respect to senior debt securities, to be entered into between registrant and a trustee acceptable to the registrant, if any
4.7**  Form of indenture with respect to subordinated debt securities, to be entered into between registrant and a trustee acceptable to the registrant,

if any
5.1**  Opinion of Carey Olsen Singapore LLP
23.1**  Consent of Friedman LLP
23.2**  Consent of Carey Olsen Singapore LLP (included in Exhibit 5.1)
23.3**  Consent of Yingke Wuxi Law Firm
24.1**  Powers of Attorney (included on signature page)
25.1***  Form T-1 Statement of Eligibility under the Trust Indenture Act of 1939 of the Trustee under the Senior Debt Securities Indenture
25.2***  Form T-1 Statement of Eligibility under the Trust Indenture Act of 1939 of the Trustee under the Subordinated Debt Securities Indenture
107**  Filing fee table
 
* To be filed, if applicable, by amendment or as an exhibit to a report filed pursuant to Section 13(a) or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,

as amended, and incorporated herein by reference.
** Filed herewith.
*** To be filed, if necessary, on electronic Form 305b2 pursuant to Section 305(b)(2) of the Trust Indenture Act of 1939.
 
Item 10 Undertakings
 
 (a) The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes:
 
 (1) To file, during any period in which offers or sales are being made, a post-effective amendment to this registration statement:
 
 (i) To include any prospectus required by Section 10(a)(3) of the Securities Act of 1933;
 
 (ii) To reflect in the prospectus any facts or events arising after the effective date of the registration statement (or the most recent post-

effective amendment thereof) which, individually or in the aggregate, represent a fundamental change in the information set forth in the
registration statement. Notwithstanding the foregoing, any increase or decrease in volume of securities offered (if the total dollar value of
securities offered would not exceed that which was registered) and any deviation from the low or high end of the estimated maximum
offering range may be reflected in the form of prospectus filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission pursuant to Rule 424(b) if,
in the aggregate, the changes in volume and price represent no more than 20 percent change in the maximum aggregate offering price set
forth in the “Calculation of Registration Fee” table in the effective registration statement.

 
 (iii) To include any material information with respect to the plan of distribution not previously disclosed in the registration statement or any

material change to such information in the registration statement.
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provided, however, that paragraphs (a)(1)(i), (a)(1)(ii), and (a)(1)(iii) of this section do not apply if the information required to be included in a post-
effective amendment by those paragraphs is contained in reports filed with or furnished to the Securities and Exchange Commission by the registrant
pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 that are incorporated by reference in the registration statement, or is contained
in a form of prospectus filed pursuant to Rule 424(b).

 
 (2) That, for the purpose of determining any liability under the Securities Act of 1933, each such post-effective amendment shall be deemed to be

a new registration statement relating to the securities offered therein, and the offering of such securities at that time shall be deemed to be the
initial bona fide offering thereof.

 
 (3) To remove from registration by means of a post-effective amendment any of the securities being registered which remain unsold at the

termination of the offering.
 
 (4) To file a post-effective amendment to the registration statement to include any financial statements required by Item 8.A. of Form 20-F at the

start of any delayed offering or throughout a continuous offering. Financial statements and information otherwise required by Section 10(a)
(3) of the Securities Act of 1933 need not be furnished, provided, that the registrant includes in the prospectus, by means of a post-effective
amendment, financial statements required pursuant to this paragraph (4) and other information necessary to ensure that all other information
in the prospectus is at least as current as the date of those financial statements. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a post-effective amendment
need not be filed to include financial statements and information required by Section 10(a)(3) of the Securities Act of 1933 or Rule 3-19 of
Regulation S-K if such financial statements and information are contained in periodic reports filed with or furnished to the SEC by the
registrant pursuant to Section 13 or Section 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 that are incorporated by reference in this registration
statement.

   
 (5) That, for the purpose of determining liability under the Securities Act of 1933 to any purchaser:
 
 (i) Each prospectus filed by the registrant pursuant to Rule 424(b)(3) shall be deemed to be part of the registration statement as of the date

the filed prospectus was deemed part of and included in the registration statement; and
 
 (ii) Each prospectus required to be filed pursuant to Rule 424(b)(2), (b)(5), or (b)(7) as part of a registration statement in reliance on

Rule 430B relating to an offering made pursuant to Rule 415(a)(1)(i), (vii), or (x) for the purpose of providing the information required
by Section 10(a) of the Securities Act of 1933 shall be deemed to be part of and included in the registration statement as of the earlier of
the date such form of prospectus is first used after effectiveness or the date of the first contract of sale of securities in the offering
described in the prospectus. As provided in Rule 430B, for liability purposes of the issuer and any person that is at that date an
underwriter, such date shall be deemed to be a new effective date of the registration statement relating to the securities in the registration
statement to which that prospectus relates, and the offering of such securities at that time shall be deemed to be the initial bona fide
offering thereof. Provided, however, that no statement made in a registration statement or prospectus that is part of the registration
statement or made in a document incorporated or deemed incorporated by reference into the registration statement or prospectus that is
part of the registration statement will, as to a purchaser with a time of contract of sale prior to such effective date, supersede or modify
any statement that was made in the registration statement or prospectus that was part of the registration statement or made in any such
document immediately prior to such effective date.

 
 (6) That, for the purpose of determining liability of the registrant under the Securities Act of 1933 to any purchaser in the initial distribution of

the securities: The undersigned registrant undertakes that in a primary offering of securities of the undersigned registrant pursuant to this
registration statement, regardless of the underwriting method used to sell the securities to the purchaser, if the securities are offered or sold to
such purchaser by means of any of the following communications, the undersigned registrant will be a seller to the purchaser and will be
considered to offer or sell such securities to such purchaser:

 
 (i) Any preliminary prospectus or prospectus of the undersigned registrant relating to the offering required to be filed pursuant to Rule 424;
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 (ii) Any free writing prospectus relating to the offering prepared by or on behalf of the undersigned registrant or used or referred to by the

undersigned registrant;
 
 (iii) The portion of any other free writing prospectus relating to the offering containing material information about the undersigned registrant

or its securities provided by or on behalf of the undersigned registrant; and
 
 (iv) Any other communication that is an offer in the offering made by the undersigned registrant to the purchaser.
 
 (b) That, for purposes of determining any liability under the Securities Act of 1933, each filing of the registrant’s annual report pursuant to section

13(a) or section 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (and, where applicable, each filing of an employee benefit plan’s annual report
pursuant to section 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934) that is incorporated by reference in the registration statement shall be deemed to
be a new registration statement relating to the securities offered therein, and the offering of such securities at that time shall be deemed to be the
initial bona fide offering thereof.

 
 (c) Insofar as indemnification for liabilities arising under the Securities Act of 1933 may be permitted to directors, officers and controlling persons of

the registrant pursuant to the foregoing provisions, or otherwise, the registrant has been advised that in the opinion of the Securities and Exchange
Commission such indemnification is against public policy as expressed in the Act and is, therefore, unenforceable. In the event that a claim for
indemnification against such liabilities (other than the payment by the registrant of expenses incurred or paid by a director, officer or controlling
person of the registrant in the successful defense of any action, suit or proceeding) is asserted by such director, officer or controlling person in
connection with the securities being registered, the registrant will, unless in the opinion of its counsel the matter has been settled by controlling
precedent, submit to a court of appropriate jurisdiction the question whether such indemnification by it is against public policy as expressed in the
Act and will be governed by the final adjudication of such issue.
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SIGNATURES

 
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, the registrant certifies that it has reasonable grounds to believe that it meets all of the
requirements for filing on Form F-3 and has duly caused this registration statement to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized,
in Lishui City, the PRC, on April 29, 2022.
 
 CN ENERGY GROUP. INC.
  
 By: /s/ Kangbin Zheng
  Name: Kangbin Zheng
  Title: Chief Executive Officer, Chairman of the Board of Directors,

and Director
 

POWERS OF ATTORNEY
 
Each person whose signature appears below hereby constitutes and appoints Kangbin Zheng and Jinwu Huang, and each of them, individually, his or her
true and lawful attorneys-in-fact and agents, with full power of substitution and re-substitution, in his or her name, place and stead, in any and all capacities
(including his/her capacity as a director and/or officer of the registrant), to sign any and all amendments and post-effective amendments and supplements to
this registration statement, and including any registration statement for the same offering that is to be effective upon filing pursuant to Rule 462(b) under
the U.S. Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and to file the same, with all exhibits thereto and other documents in connection therewith, with the Securities
and Exchange Commission, granting unto said attorneys-in-fact and agents, and each of them, full power and authority to do and perform each and every
act and thing requisite and necessary to be done in and about the premises, as fully to all intents and purposes as he might or could do in person, hereby
ratifying and confirming all that said attorneys-in-fact and agents or any of them, or his substitute, may lawfully do or cause to be done by virtue hereof.
 
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, this registration statement has been signed by the following persons in the capacities and on the
dates indicated.
 

Name  Title  Date
     

/s/ Kangbin Zheng
 Chief Executive Officer, Chairman of the Board of Directors, and

Director
 

April 29, 2022
Kangbin Zheng  (Principal Executive Officer)   
     
/s/ Jinwu Huang  Chief Financial Officer  April 29, 2022
Jinwu Huang  (Principal Accounting and Financial Officer)   
     
/s/ Mei Cai  Director  April 29, 2022
Mei Cai     
     
/s/ Phillip Connelly  Director  April 29, 2022
Phillip Connelly     
     
/s/ Wenbiao Zhang  Director  April 29, 2022
Wenbiao Zhang     
     
/s/ Jian Chen  Director  April 29, 2022
Jian Chen   
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SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE IN THE UNITED STATES

 
Pursuant to the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, the undersigned, the duly authorized representative in the United States of America of CN ENERGY
GROUP. INC., has signed this registration statement thereto in Washington, DC on April 29, 2022.
 
 CN Energy USA Inc.
 Authorized U.S. Representative
   
 By: /s/ Kangbin Zheng
  Name: Kangbin Zheng
  Title: General Manager
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(1) This Table of Contents does not constitute part of the Indenture and shall not have any bearing on the interpretation of any of its terms or

provisions.
 

INDENTURE
 
INDENTURE, dated as of [●], 20[●], among CN ENERGY GROUP. INC., a BVI company (the “Company”), and [TRUSTEE], as trustee (the “Trustee”).
 
WHEREAS, for its lawful corporate purposes, the Company has duly authorized the execution and delivery of this Indenture to provide for the issuance of
debt securities (hereinafter referred to as the “Securities”), in an unlimited aggregate principal amount to be issued from time to time in one or more series
as in this Indenture provided, as registered Securities without coupons, to be authenticated by the certificate of the Trustee;
 



 

 
WHEREAS, to provide the terms and conditions upon which the Securities are to be authenticated, issued and delivered, the Company has duly authorized
the execution of this Indenture; and
 
WHEREAS, all things necessary to make this Indenture a valid agreement of the Company, in accordance with its terms, have been done.
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the purchase of the Securities by the holders thereof, it is mutually covenanted and agreed as
follows for the equal and ratable benefit of the holders of Securities:
 

ARTICLE 1
 

DEFINITIONS
 
Section 1.01 Definitions of Terms.
 
The terms defined in this Section (except as in this Indenture or any indenture supplemental hereto otherwise expressly provided or unless the context
otherwise requires) for all purposes of this Indenture and of any indenture supplemental hereto shall have the respective meanings specified in this
Section and shall include the plural as well as the singular. All other terms used in this Indenture that are defined in the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as
amended, or that are by reference in such Act defined in the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (except as herein or any indenture supplemental hereto
otherwise expressly provided or unless the context otherwise requires), shall have the meanings assigned to such terms in said Trust Indenture Act and in
said Securities Act as in force at the date of the execution of this instrument.
 
“Authenticating Agent” means an authenticating agent with respect to all or any of the series of Securities appointed by the Trustee pursuant to
Section 2.10.
 
“Bankruptcy Law” means Title 11, U.S. Code, or any similar federal or state law for the relief of debtors.
 
“Board of Directors” means the Board of Directors of the Company or any duly authorized committee of such Board.
 
“Board Resolution” means a copy of a resolution certified by the Secretary or an Assistant Secretary of the Company to have been duly adopted by the
Board of Directors and to be in full force and effect on the date of such certification.
 
“Business Day” means, with respect to any series of Securities, any day other than a day on which federal or state banking institutions in the Borough of
Manhattan, the City of New York, or in the city of the Corporate Trust Office of the Trustee, are authorized or obligated by law, executive order or
regulation to close.
 
“Certificate” means a certificate signed by any Officer. The Certificate need not comply with the provisions of Section 13.07.
 
“Company” means CN ENERGY GROUP. INC., a BVI company, and, subject to the provisions of Article Ten, shall also include its successors and
assigns.
 
“Corporate Trust Office” means the office of the Trustee at which, at any particular time, its corporate trust business shall be principally administered,
which office at the date hereof is located at [ ].
 
“Custodian” means any receiver, trustee, assignee, liquidator or similar official under any Bankruptcy Law.
 
“Default” means any event, act or condition that with notice or lapse of time, or both, would constitute an Event of Default.
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“Depositary” means, with respect to Securities of any series for which the Company shall determine that such Securities will be issued as a Global Security,
The Depository Trust Company, New York, New York, another clearing agency, or any successor registered as a clearing agency under the Securities and
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”), or other applicable statute or regulation, which, in each case, shall be designated by the
Company pursuant to either Section 2.01 or 2.11.
 
“Event of Default” means, with respect to Securities of a particular series, any event specified in Section 6.01, continued for the period of time, if any,
therein designated.
 
“Global Security” means, with respect to any series of Securities, a Security executed by the Company and delivered by the Trustee to the Depositary or
pursuant to the Depositary’s instruction, all in accordance with the Indenture, which shall be registered in the name of the Depositary or its nominee.
 
“Governmental Obligations” means securities that are (a) direct obligations of the United States of America for the payment of which its full faith and
credit is pledged or (b) obligations of a Person controlled or supervised by and acting as an agency or instrumentality of the United States of America, the
payment of which is unconditionally guaranteed as a full faith and credit obligation by the United States of America that, in either case, are not callable or
redeemable at the option of the issuer thereof at any time prior to the stated maturity of the Securities, and shall also include a depositary receipt issued by a
bank or trust company as custodian with respect to any such Governmental Obligation or a specific payment of principal of or interest on any such
Governmental Obligation held by such custodian for the account of the holder of such depositary receipt; provided, however, that (except as required by
law) such custodian is not authorized to make any deduction from the amount payable to the holder of such depositary receipt from any amount received by
the custodian in respect of the Governmental Obligation or the specific payment of principal of or interest on the Governmental Obligation evidenced by
such depositary receipt.
 
“herein”, “hereof” and “hereunder”, and other words of similar import, refer to this Indenture as a whole and not to any particular Article, Section or other
subdivision.
 
“Indenture” means this instrument as originally executed or as it may from time to time be supplemented or amended by one or more indentures
supplemental hereto entered into in accordance with the terms hereof.
 
“Interest Payment Date”, when used with respect to any installment of interest on a Security of a particular series, means the date specified in such
Security or in a Board Resolution or in an indenture supplemental hereto with respect to such series as the fixed date on which an installment of interest
with respect to Securities of that series is due and payable.
 
“Officer” means, with respect to the Company, the chairman of the Board of Directors, a chief executive officer, a president, a chief financial officer, chief
operating officer, any executive vice president, any senior vice president, any vice president, the treasurer or any assistant treasurer, the controller or any
assistant controller or the secretary or any assistant secretary.
 
“Officers’ Certificate” means a certificate signed by any two Officers. Each such certificate shall include the statements provided for in Section 13.07, if
and to the extent required by the provisions thereof.
 
“Opinion of Counsel” means an opinion in writing subject to customary exceptions of legal counsel, who may be an employee of or counsel for the
Company, that is delivered to the Trustee in accordance with the terms hereof. Each such opinion shall include the statements provided for in Section 13.07,
if and to the extent required by the provisions thereof.
 
“Outstanding”, when used with reference to Securities of any series, means, subject to the provisions of Section 8.04, as of any particular time, all
Securities of that series theretofore authenticated and delivered by the Trustee under this Indenture, except (a) Securities theretofore canceled by the Trustee
or any paying agent, or delivered to the Trustee or any paying agent for cancellation or that have previously been canceled; (b) Securities or portions
thereof for the payment or redemption of which moneys or Governmental Obligations in the necessary amount shall have been deposited in trust with the
Trustee or with any paying agent (other than the Company) or shall have been set aside and segregated in trust by the Company (if the Company shall act
as its own paying agent); provided, however, that if such Securities or portions of such Securities are to be redeemed prior to the maturity thereof, notice of
such redemption shall have been given as in Article Three provided, or provision satisfactory to the Trustee shall have been made for giving such notice;
and (c) Securities in lieu of or in substitution for which other Securities shall have been authenticated and delivered pursuant to the terms of Section 2.07.
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“Person” means any individual, corporation, partnership, joint venture, joint-stock company, limited liability company, association, trust, unincorporated
organization, any other entity or organization, including a government or political subdivision or an agency or instrumentality thereof.
 
“Predecessor Security” of any particular Security means every previous Security evidencing all or a portion of the same debt as that evidenced by such
particular Security; and, for the purposes of this definition, any Security authenticated and delivered under Section 2.07 in lieu of a lost, destroyed or stolen
Security shall be deemed to evidence the same debt as the lost, destroyed or stolen Security.
 
“Responsible Officer” when used with respect to the Trustee means the chairman of its board of directors, the chief executive officer, the president, any
vice president, the secretary, the treasurer, any trust officer, any corporate trust officer or any other officer or assistant officer of the Trustee customarily
performing functions similar to those performed by the Persons who at the time shall be such officers, respectively, or to whom any corporate trust matter is
referred because of his or her knowledge of and familiarity with the particular subject.
 
“Securities” means the debt Securities authenticated and delivered under this Indenture.
 
“Securityholder”, “holder of Securities”, “registered holder”, or other similar term, means the Person or Persons in whose name or names a particular
Security shall be registered on the books of the Company kept for that purpose in accordance with the terms of this Indenture.
 
“Security Register” and “Security Registrar” shall have the meanings as set forth in Section 2.05.
 
“Subsidiary” means, with respect to any Person, (i) any corporation at least a majority of whose outstanding Voting Stock shall at the time be owned,
directly or indirectly, by such Person or by one or more of its Subsidiaries or by such Person and one or more of its Subsidiaries, (ii) any general
partnership, joint venture or similar entity, at least a majority of whose outstanding partnership or similar interests shall at the time be owned by such
Person, or by one or more of its Subsidiaries, or by such Person and one or more of its Subsidiaries and (iii) any limited partnership of which such Person
or any of its Subsidiaries is a general partner.
 
“Trustee” means , and, subject to the provisions of Article Seven, shall also include its successors and assigns, and, if at any time there is more than one
Person acting in such capacity hereunder, “Trustee” shall mean each such Person. The term “Trustee” as used with respect to a particular series of the
Securities shall mean the trustee with respect to that series.
 
“Trust Indenture Act” means the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as amended.
 
“Voting Stock”, as applied to stock of any Person, means shares, interests, participations or other equivalents in the equity interest (however designated) in
such Person having ordinary voting power for the election of a majority of the directors (or the equivalent) of such Person, other than shares, interests,
participations or other equivalents having such power only by reason of the occurrence of a contingency.
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ARTICLE 2

 
ISSUE, DESCRIPTION, TERMS, EXECUTION, REGISTRATION AND EXCHANGE OF SECURITIES

 
Section 2.01 Designation and Terms of Securities.
 

(a) The aggregate principal amount of Securities that may be authenticated and delivered under this Indenture is unlimited. The Securities may be
issued in one or more series up to the aggregate principal amount of Securities of that series from time to time authorized by or pursuant to a Board
Resolution or pursuant to one or more indentures supplemental hereto. Prior to the initial issuance of Securities of any series, there shall be established in or
pursuant to a Board Resolution, and set forth in an Officers’ Certificate, or established in one or more indentures supplemental hereto:
 

(1) the title of the Securities of the series (which shall distinguish the Securities of that series from all other Securities);
 

(2) any limit upon the aggregate principal amount of the Securities of that series that may be authenticated and delivered under this
Indenture (except for Securities authenticated and delivered upon registration of transfer of, or in exchange for, or in lieu of, other Securities of that series);
 

(3) the date or dates on which the principal of the Securities of the series is payable, any original issue discount that may apply to the
Securities of that series upon their issuance, the principal amount due at maturity, and the place(s) of payment;
 

(4) the rate or rates at which the Securities of the series shall bear interest or the manner of calculation of such rate or rates, if any;
 

(5) the date or dates from which such interest shall accrue, the Interest Payment Dates on which such interest will be payable or the
manner of determination of such Interest Payment Dates, the place(s) of payment, and the record date for the determination of holders to whom interest is
payable on any such Interest Payment Dates or the manner of determination of such record dates;
 

(6) the right, if any, to extend the interest payment periods and the duration of such extension;
 

(7) the period or periods within which, the price or prices at which and the terms and conditions upon which Securities of the series may
be redeemed, in whole or in part, at the option of the Company;
 

(8) the obligation, if any, of the Company to redeem or purchase Securities of the series pursuant to any sinking fund, mandatory
redemption, or analogous provisions (including payments made in cash in satisfaction of future sinking fund obligations) or at the option of a holder thereof
and the period or periods within which, the price or prices at which, and the terms and conditions upon which, Securities of the series shall be redeemed or
purchased, in whole or in part, pursuant to such obligation;
 

(9) the form of the Securities of the series including the form of the Certificate of Authentication for such series;
 

(10) if other than denominations of one thousand U.S. dollars ($1,000) or any integral multiple thereof, the denominations in which the
Securities of the series shall be issuable;
 

(11) any and all other terms (including terms, to the extent applicable, relating to any auction or remarketing of the Securities of that
series and any security for the obligations of the Company with respect to such Securities) with respect to such series (which terms shall not be inconsistent
with the terms of this Indenture, as amended by any supplemental indenture) including any terms which may be required by or advisable under United
States laws or regulations or advisable in connection with the marketing of Securities of that series;
 

(12) whether the Securities are issuable as a Global Security and, in such case, the terms and the identity of the Depositary for such
series;
 

(13) whether the Securities will be convertible into or exchangeable for ordinary shares or other securities of the Company or any other
Person and, if so, the terms and conditions upon which such Securities will be so convertible or exchangeable, including the conversion or exchange price,
as applicable, or how it will be calculated and may be adjusted, any mandatory or optional (at the Company’s option or the holders’ option) conversion or
exchange features, and the applicable conversion or exchange period;
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(14) if other than the principal amount thereof, the portion of the principal amount of Securities of the series which shall be payable upon

declaration of acceleration of the maturity thereof pursuant to Section 6.01;
 

(15) any additional or different Events of Default or restrictive covenants (which may include, among other restrictions, restrictions on
the Company’s ability or the ability of the Company’s Subsidiaries to: incur additional indebtedness; issue additional securities; create liens; pay dividends
or make distributions in respect of their capital stock; redeem capital stock; place restrictions on such Subsidiaries placing restrictions on their ability to pay
dividends, make distributions or transfer assets; make investments or other restricted payments; sell or otherwise dispose of assets; enter into sale-leaseback
transactions; engage in transactions with shareholders and affiliates; issue or sell shares of their Subsidiaries; or effect a consolidation or merger) or
financial covenants (which may include, among other financial covenants, financial covenants that require the Company and its Subsidiaries to maintain
specified interest coverage, fixed charge, cash flow-based or asset-based ratios) provided for with respect to the Securities of the series;
 

(16) if other than dollars, the coin or currency in which the Securities of the series are denominated (including, but not limited to, foreign
currency);
 

(17) the terms and conditions, if any, upon which the Company shall pay amounts in addition to the stated interest, premium, if any and
principal amounts of the Securities of the series to any Securityholder that is not a “United States person” for federal tax purposes; and
 

(18) any restrictions on transfer, sale or assignment of the Securities of the series.
 
All Securities of any one series shall be substantially identical except as to denomination and except as may otherwise be provided in or pursuant to any
such Board Resolution or in any indentures supplemental hereto.
 
If any of the terms of the series are established by action taken pursuant to a Board Resolution of the Company, a copy of an appropriate record of such
action shall be certified by the secretary or an assistant secretary of the Company and delivered to the Trustee at or prior to the delivery of the Officers’
Certificate of the Company setting forth the terms of the series.
 
Securities of any particular series may be issued at various times, with different dates on which the principal or any installment of principal is payable, with
different rates of interest, if any, or different methods by which rates of interest may be determined, with different dates on which such interest may be
payable and with different redemption dates.
 
Section 2.02 Form of Securities and Trustee’s Certificate.
 
The Securities of any series and the Trustee’s certificate of authentication to be borne by such Securities shall be substantially of the tenor and purport as
set forth in one or more indentures supplemental hereto or as provided in a Board Resolution, and set forth in an Officers’ Certificate, and they may have
such letters, numbers or other marks of identification or designation and such legends or endorsements printed, lithographed or engraved thereon as the
Company may deem appropriate and as are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Indenture, or as may be required to comply with any law or with any
rule or regulation made pursuant thereto or with any rule or regulation of any securities exchange on which Securities of that series may be listed, or to
conform to usage.
 
Section 2.03 Denominations: Provisions for Payment.
 
The Securities shall be issuable as registered Securities and in the denominations of one thousand U.S. dollars ($1,000) or any integral multiple thereof,
subject to Section 2.01(a)(10). The Securities of a particular series shall bear interest payable on the dates and at the rate specified with respect to that
series. Subject to Section 2.01(a)(16), the principal of and the interest on the Securities of any series, as well as any premium thereon in case of redemption
thereof prior to maturity, shall be payable in the coin or currency of the United States of America that at the time is legal tender for public and private debt,
at the office or agency of the Company maintained for that purpose in the Borough of Manhattan, the City and State of New York. Each Security shall be
dated the date of its authentication. Interest on the Securities shall be computed on the basis of a 360-day year composed of twelve 30-day months.
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The interest installment on any Security that is payable, and is punctually paid or duly provided for, on any Interest Payment Date for Securities of that
series shall be paid to the Person in whose name said Security (or one or more Predecessor Securities) is registered at the close of business on the regular
record date for such interest installment. In the event that any Security of a particular series or portion thereof is called for redemption and the redemption
date is subsequent to a regular record date with respect to any Interest Payment Date and prior to such Interest Payment Date, interest on such Security will
be paid upon presentation and surrender of such Security as provided in Section 3.03.
 
Any interest on any Security that is payable, but is not punctually paid or duly provided for, on any Interest Payment Date for Securities of the same series
(herein called “Defaulted Interest”) shall forthwith cease to be payable to the registered holder on the relevant regular record date by virtue of having been
such holder; and such Defaulted Interest shall be paid by the Company, at its election, as provided in clause (1) or clause (2) below:
 

(1) The Company may make payment of any Defaulted Interest on Securities to the Persons in whose names such Securities (or their
respective Predecessor Securities) are registered at the close of business on a special record date for the payment of such Defaulted Interest, which shall be
fixed in the following manner: the Company shall notify the Trustee in writing of the amount of Defaulted Interest proposed to be paid on each such
Security and the date of the proposed payment, and at the same time the Company shall deposit with the Trustee an amount of money equal to the
aggregate amount proposed to be paid in respect of such Defaulted Interest or shall make arrangements satisfactory to the Trustee for such deposit prior to
the date of the proposed payment, such money when deposited to be held in trust for the benefit of the Persons entitled to such Defaulted Interest as in this
clause provided. Thereupon the Trustee shall fix a special record date for the payment of such Defaulted Interest which shall not be more than 15 nor less
than 10 days prior to the date of the proposed payment and not less than 10 days after the receipt by the Trustee of the notice of the proposed payment. The
Trustee shall promptly notify the Company of such special record date and, in the name and at the expense of the Company, shall cause notice of the
proposed payment of such Defaulted Interest and the special record date therefor to be mailed, first class postage prepaid, to each Securityholder at his or
her address as it appears in the Security Register (as hereinafter defined), not less than 10 days prior to such special record date. Notice of the proposed
payment of such Defaulted Interest and the special record date therefor having been mailed as aforesaid, such Defaulted Interest shall be paid to the Persons
in whose names such Securities (or their respective Predecessor Securities) are registered on such special record date.
 

(2) The Company may make payment of any Defaulted Interest on any Securities in any other lawful manner not inconsistent with the
requirements of any securities exchange on which such Securities may be listed, and upon such notice as may be required by such exchange, if, after notice
given by the Company to the Trustee of the proposed payment pursuant to this clause, such manner of payment shall be deemed practicable by the Trustee.
 
Unless otherwise set forth in a Board Resolution or one or more indentures supplemental hereto establishing the terms of any series of Securities pursuant
to Section 2.01 hereof, the term “regular record date” as used in this Section with respect to a series of Securities and any Interest Payment Date for such
series shall mean either the fifteenth day of the month immediately preceding the month in which an Interest Payment Date established for such series
pursuant to Section 2.01 hereof shall occur, if such Interest Payment Date is the first day of a month, or the first day of the month in which an Interest
Payment Date established for such series pursuant to Section 2.01 hereof shall occur, if such Interest Payment Date is the fifteenth day of a month, whether
or not such date is a Business Day.
 
Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Section, each Security of a series delivered under this Indenture upon transfer of or in exchange for or in lieu of
any other Security of such series shall carry the rights to interest accrued and unpaid, and to accrue, that were carried by such other Security.
 
Section 2.04 Execution and Authentication.
 
The Securities shall be signed on behalf of the Company by one of its Officers. Signatures may be in the form of a manual or facsimile signature.
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The Company may use the facsimile signature of any Person who shall have been an Officer, notwithstanding the fact that at the time the Securities shall be
authenticated and delivered or disposed of such Person shall have ceased to be such an officer of the Company. The Securities may contain such notations,
legends or endorsements required by law, stock exchange rule or usage. Each Security shall be dated the date of its authentication by the Trustee.
 
A Security shall not be valid until authenticated manually by an authorized signatory of the Trustee, or by an Authenticating Agent. Such signature shall be
conclusive evidence that the Security so authenticated has been duly authenticated and delivered hereunder and that the holder is entitled to the benefits of
this Indenture. At any time and from time to time after the execution and delivery of this Indenture, the Company may deliver Securities of any series
executed by the Company to the Trustee for authentication, together with a written order of the Company for the authentication and delivery of such
Securities, signed by an Officer, and the Trustee in accordance with such written order shall authenticate and deliver such Securities.
 
In authenticating such Securities and accepting the additional responsibilities under this Indenture in relation to such Securities, the Trustee shall be entitled
to receive, and (subject to Section 7.01) shall be fully protected in relying upon, an Opinion of Counsel stating that the form and terms thereof have been
established in conformity with the provisions of this Indenture.
 
The Trustee shall not be required to authenticate such Securities if the issue of such Securities pursuant to this Indenture will affect the Trustee’s own
rights, duties or immunities under the Securities and this Indenture or otherwise in a manner that is not reasonably acceptable to the Trustee.
 
Section 2.05 Registration of Transfer and Exchange.
 

(a) Securities of any series may be exchanged upon presentation thereof at the office or agency of the Company designated for such purpose in the
Borough of Manhattan, the City and State of New York, for other Securities of such series of authorized denominations, and for a like aggregate principal
amount, upon payment of a sum sufficient to cover any tax or other governmental charge in relation thereto, all as provided in this Section. In respect of
any Securities so surrendered for exchange, the Company shall execute, the Trustee shall authenticate and such office or agency shall deliver in exchange
therefor the Security or Securities of the same series that the Securityholder making the exchange shall be entitled to receive, bearing numbers not
contemporaneously outstanding.
 

(b) The Company shall keep, or cause to be kept, at its office or agency designated for such purpose in the Borough of Manhattan, the City and
State of New York, or such other location designated by the Company, a register or registers (herein referred to as the “Security Register”) in which, subject
to such reasonable regulations as it may prescribe, the Company shall register the Securities and the transfers of Securities as in this Article provided and
which at all reasonable times shall be open for inspection by the Trustee. The registrar for the purpose of registering Securities and transfer of Securities as
herein provided shall be appointed as authorized by Board Resolution (the “Security Registrar”).
 
Upon surrender for transfer of any Security at the office or agency of the Company designated for such purpose, the Company shall execute, the Trustee
shall authenticate and such office or agency shall deliver in the name of the transferee or transferees a new Security or Securities of the same series as the
Security presented for a like aggregate principal amount.
 
All Securities presented or surrendered for exchange or registration of transfer, as provided in this Section, shall be accompanied (if so required by the
Company or the Security Registrar) by a written instrument or instruments of transfer, in form satisfactory to the Company or the Security Registrar, duly
executed by the registered holder or by such holder’s duly authorized attorney in writing.
 

(c) Except as provided pursuant to Section 2.01 pursuant to a Board Resolution, and set forth in an Officers’ Certificate, or established in one or
more indentures supplemental to this Indenture, no service charge shall be made for any exchange or registration of transfer of Securities, or issue of new
Securities in case of partial redemption of any series, but the Company may require payment of a sum sufficient to cover any tax or other governmental
charge in relation thereto, other than exchanges pursuant to Section 2.06, Section 3.03(b) and Section 9.04 not involving any transfer.
 

7



 

 
(d) The Company shall not be required (i) to issue, exchange or register the transfer of any Securities during a period beginning at the opening of

business 15 days before the day of the mailing of a notice of redemption of less than all the Outstanding Securities of the same series and ending at the
close of business on the day of such mailing, nor (ii) to register the transfer of or exchange any Securities of any series or portions thereof called for
redemption, other than the unredeemed portion of any such Securities being redeemed in part. The provisions of this Section 2.05 are, with respect to any
Global Security, subject to Section 2.11 hereof.
 
Section 2.06 Temporary Securities.
 
Pending the preparation of definitive Securities of any series, the Company may execute, and the Trustee shall authenticate and deliver, temporary
Securities (printed, lithographed or typewritten) of any authorized denomination. Such temporary Securities shall be substantially in the form of the
definitive Securities in lieu of which they are issued, but with such omissions, insertions and variations as may be appropriate for temporary Securities, all
as may be determined by the Company. Every temporary Security of any series shall be executed by the Company and be authenticated by the Trustee upon
the same conditions and in substantially the same manner, and with like effect, as the definitive Securities of such series. Without unnecessary delay the
Company will execute and will furnish definitive Securities of such series and thereupon any or all temporary Securities of such series may be surrendered
in exchange therefor (without charge to the holders), at the office or agency of the Company designated for the purpose in the Borough of Manhattan, the
City and State of New York, and the Trustee shall authenticate and such office or agency shall deliver in exchange for such temporary Securities an equal
aggregate principal amount of definitive Securities of such series, unless the Company advises the Trustee to the effect that definitive Securities need not be
executed and furnished until further notice from the Company. Until so exchanged, the temporary Securities of such series shall be entitled to the same
benefits under this Indenture as definitive Securities of such series authenticated and delivered hereunder.
 
Section 2.07 Mutilated, Destroyed, Lost or Stolen Securities.
 
In case any temporary or definitive Security shall become mutilated or be destroyed, lost or stolen, the Company (subject to the next succeeding sentence)
shall execute, and upon the Company’s request the Trustee (subject as aforesaid) shall authenticate and deliver, a new Security of the same series, bearing a
number not contemporaneously outstanding, in exchange and substitution for the mutilated Security, or in lieu of and in substitution for the Security so
destroyed, lost or stolen. In every case the applicant for a substituted Security shall furnish to the Company and the Trustee such security or indemnity as
may be required by them to save each of them harmless, and, in every case of destruction, loss or theft, the applicant shall also furnish to the Company and
the Trustee evidence to their satisfaction of the destruction, loss or theft of the applicant’s Security and of the ownership thereof. The Trustee may
authenticate any such substituted Security and deliver the same upon the written request or authorization of any officer of the Company. Upon the issuance
of any substituted Security, the Company may require the payment of a sum sufficient to cover any tax or other governmental charge that may be imposed
in relation thereto and any other expenses (including the fees and expenses of the Trustee) connected therewith.
 
In case any Security that has matured or is about to mature shall become mutilated or be destroyed, lost or stolen, the Company may, instead of issuing a
substitute Security, pay or authorize the payment of the same (without surrender thereof except in the case of a mutilated Security) if the applicant for such
payment shall furnish to the Company and the Trustee such security or indemnity as they may require to save them harmless, and, in case of destruction,
loss or theft, evidence to the satisfaction of the Company and the Trustee of the destruction, loss or theft of such Security and of the ownership thereof.
 
Every replacement Security issued pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall constitute an additional contractual obligation of the Company whether
or not the mutilated, destroyed, lost or stolen Security shall be found at any time, or be enforceable by anyone, and shall be entitled to all the benefits of this
Indenture equally and proportionately with any and all other Securities of the same series duly issued hereunder. All Securities shall be held and owned
upon the express condition that the foregoing provisions are exclusive with respect to the replacement or payment of mutilated, destroyed, lost or stolen
Securities, and shall preclude (to the extent lawful) any and all other rights or remedies, notwithstanding any law or statute existing or hereafter enacted to
the contrary with respect to the replacement or payment of negotiable instruments or other securities without their surrender.
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Section 2.08 Cancellation.
 
All Securities surrendered for the purpose of payment, redemption, exchange or registration of transfer shall, if surrendered to the Company or any paying
agent, be delivered to the Trustee for cancellation, or, if surrendered to the Trustee, shall be cancelled by it, and no Securities shall be issued in lieu thereof
except as expressly required or permitted by any of the provisions of this Indenture. In the absence of such request the Trustee may dispose of canceled
Securities in accordance with its standard procedures and deliver a certificate of disposition to the Company. If the Company shall otherwise acquire any of
the Securities, however, such acquisition shall not operate as a redemption or satisfaction of the indebtedness represented by such Securities unless and
until the same are delivered to the Trustee for cancellation.
 
Section 2.09 Benefits of Indenture.
 
Nothing in this Indenture or in the Securities, express or implied, shall give or be construed to give to any Person, other than the parties hereto and the
holders of the Securities any legal or equitable right, remedy or claim under or in respect of this Indenture, or under any covenant, condition or provision
herein contained; all such covenants, conditions and provisions being for the sole benefit of the parties hereto and of the holders of the Securities.
 
Section 2.10 Authenticating Agent.
 
So long as any of the Securities of any series remain Outstanding there may be an Authenticating Agent for any or all such series of Securities which the
Trustee shall have the right to appoint. Said Authenticating Agent shall be authorized to act on behalf of the Trustee to authenticate Securities of such series
issued upon exchange, transfer or partial redemption thereof, and Securities so authenticated shall be entitled to the benefits of this Indenture and shall be
valid and obligatory for all purposes as if authenticated by the Trustee hereunder. All references in this Indenture to the authentication of Securities by the
Trustee shall be deemed to include authentication by an Authenticating Agent for such series. Each Authenticating Agent shall be acceptable to the
Company and shall be a corporation that has a combined capital and surplus, as most recently reported or determined by it, sufficient under the laws of any
jurisdiction under which it is organized or in which it is doing business to conduct a trust business, and that is otherwise authorized under such laws to
conduct such business and is subject to supervision or examination by federal or state authorities. If at any time any Authenticating Agent shall cease to be
eligible in accordance with these provisions, it shall resign immediately.
 
Any Authenticating Agent may at any time resign by giving written notice of resignation to the Trustee and to the Company. The Trustee may at any time
(and upon request by the Company shall) terminate the agency of any Authenticating Agent by giving written notice of termination to such Authenticating
Agent and to the Company. Upon resignation, termination or cessation of eligibility of any Authenticating Agent, the Trustee may appoint an eligible
successor Authenticating Agent acceptable to the Company. Any successor Authenticating Agent, upon acceptance of its appointment hereunder, shall
become vested with all the rights, powers and duties of its predecessor hereunder as if originally named as an Authenticating Agent pursuant hereto.
 
Section 2.11 Global Securities.
 

(a) If the Company shall establish pursuant to Section 2.01 that the Securities of a particular series are to be issued as a Global Security, then the
Company shall execute and the Trustee shall, in accordance with Section 2.04, authenticate and deliver, a Global Security that (i) shall represent, and shall
be denominated in an amount equal to the aggregate principal amount of, all of the Outstanding Securities of such series, (ii) shall be registered in the name
of the Depositary or its nominee, (iii) shall be delivered by the Trustee to the Depositary or pursuant to the Depositary’s instruction and (iv) shall bear a
legend substantially to the following effect: “Except as otherwise provided in Section 2.11 of the Indenture, this Security may be transferred, in whole but
not in part, only to another nominee of the Depositary or to a successor Depositary or to a nominee of such successor Depositary.”
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(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 2.05, the Global Security of a series may be transferred, in whole but not in part and in the manner

provided in Section 2.05, only to another nominee of the Depositary for such series, or to a successor Depositary for such series selected or approved by the
Company or to a nominee of such successor Depositary.
 

(c) If at any time the Depositary for a series of the Securities notifies the Company that it is unwilling or unable to continue as Depositary for such
series or if at any time the Depositary for such series shall no longer be registered or in good standing under the Exchange Act, or other applicable statute or
regulation, and a successor Depositary for such series is not appointed by the Company within 90 days after the Company receives such notice or becomes
aware of such condition, as the case may be, or if an Event of Default has occurred and is continuing and the Company has received a request from the
Depositary, this Section 2.11 shall no longer be applicable to the Securities of such series and the Company will execute, and subject to Section 2.04, the
Trustee will authenticate and deliver the Securities of such series in definitive registered form without coupons, in authorized denominations, and in an
aggregate principal amount equal to the principal amount of the Global Security of such series in exchange for such Global Security. In addition, the
Company may at any time determine that the Securities of any series shall no longer be represented by a Global Security and that the provisions of this
Section 2.11 shall no longer apply to the Securities of such series. In such event the Company will execute and, subject to Section 2.04, the Trustee, upon
receipt of an Officers’ Certificate evidencing such determination by the Company, will authenticate and deliver the Securities of such series in definitive
registered form without coupons, in authorized denominations, and in an aggregate principal amount equal to the principal amount of the Global Security
of such series in exchange for such Global Security. Upon the exchange of the Global Security for such Securities in definitive registered form without
coupons, in authorized denominations, the Global Security shall be canceled by the Trustee. Such Securities in definitive registered form issued in
exchange for the Global Security pursuant to this Section 2.11(c) shall be registered in such names and in such authorized denominations as the Depositary,
pursuant to instructions from its direct or indirect participants or otherwise, shall instruct the Trustee. The Trustee shall deliver such Securities to the
Depositary for delivery to the Persons in whose names such Securities are so registered.
 

ARTICLE 3
 

REDEMPTION OF SECURITIES AND SINKING FUND PROVISIONS
 
Section 3.01 Redemption.
 
The Company may redeem the Securities of any series issued hereunder on and after the dates and in accordance with the terms established for such series
pursuant to Section 2.01 hereof.
 
Section 3.02 Notice of Redemption.
 

(a) In case the Company shall desire to exercise such right to redeem all or, as the case may be, a portion of the Securities of any series in
accordance with any right the Company reserved for itself to do so pursuant to Section 2.01 hereof, the Company shall, or shall cause the Trustee to, give
notice of such redemption to holders of the Securities of such series to be redeemed by mailing, first class postage prepaid, a notice of such redemption not
less than 30 days and not more than 90 days before the date fixed for redemption of that series to such holders at their last addresses as they shall appear
upon the Security Register, unless a shorter period is specified in the Securities to be redeemed. Any notice that is mailed in the manner herein provided
shall be conclusively presumed to have been duly given, whether or not the registered holder receives the notice. In any case, failure duly to give such
notice to the holder of any Security of any series designated for redemption in whole or in part, or any defect in the notice, shall not affect the validity of
the proceedings for the redemption of any other Securities of such series or any other series. In the case of any redemption of Securities prior to the
expiration of any restriction on such redemption provided in the terms of such Securities or elsewhere in this Indenture, the Company shall furnish the
Trustee with an Officers’ Certificate evidencing compliance with any such restriction.
 
Each such notice of redemption shall specify the date fixed for redemption and the redemption price at which Securities of that series are to be redeemed,
and shall state that payment of the redemption price of such Securities to be redeemed will be made at the office or agency of the Company in the Borough
of Manhattan, the City and State of New York, upon presentation and surrender of such Securities, that interest accrued to the date fixed for redemption
will be paid as specified in said notice, that from and after said date interest will cease to accrue and that the redemption is for a sinking fund, if such is the
case. If less than all the Securities of a series are to be redeemed, the notice to the holders of Securities of that series to be redeemed in part shall specify the
particular Securities to be so redeemed.
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In case any Security is to be redeemed in part only, the notice that relates to such Security shall state the portion of the principal amount thereof to be
redeemed, and shall state that on and after the redemption date, upon surrender of such Security, a new Security or Securities of such series in principal
amount equal to the unredeemed portion thereof will be issued.
 

(b) If less than all the Securities of a series are to be redeemed, the Company shall give the Trustee at least 45 days’ notice (unless a shorter notice
shall be satisfactory to the Trustee) in advance of the date fixed for redemption as to the aggregate principal amount of Securities of the series to be
redeemed, and thereupon the Trustee shall select, by lot or in such other manner as it shall deem appropriate and fair in its discretion and that may provide
for the selection of a portion or portions (equal to one thousand U.S. dollars ($1,000) or any integral multiple thereof) of the principal amount of such
Securities of a denomination larger than $1,000, the Securities to be redeemed and shall thereafter promptly notify the Company in writing of the numbers
of the Securities to be redeemed, in whole or in part. The Company may, if and whenever it shall so elect, by delivery of instructions signed on its behalf by
an Officer, instruct the Trustee or any paying agent to call all or any part of the Securities of a particular series for redemption and to give notice of
redemption in the manner set forth in this Section, such notice to be in the name of the Company or its own name as the Trustee or such paying agent may
deem advisable. In any case in which notice of redemption is to be given by the Trustee or any such paying agent, the Company shall deliver or cause to be
delivered to, or permit to remain with, the Trustee or such paying agent, as the case may be, such Security Register, transfer books or other records, or
suitable copies or extracts therefrom, sufficient to enable the Trustee or such paying agent to give any notice by mail that may be required under the
provisions of this Section.
 
Section 3.03 Payment Upon Redemption.
 

(a) If the giving of notice of redemption shall have been completed as above provided, the Securities or portions of Securities of the series to be
redeemed specified in such notice shall become due and payable on the date and at the place stated in such notice at the applicable redemption price,
together with interest accrued to the date fixed for redemption and interest on such Securities or portions of Securities shall cease to accrue on and after the
date fixed for redemption, unless the Company shall default in the payment of such redemption price and accrued interest with respect to any such Security
or portion thereof. On presentation and surrender of such Securities on or after the date fixed for redemption at the place of payment specified in the notice,
said Securities shall be paid and redeemed at the applicable redemption price for such series, together with interest accrued thereon to the date fixed for
redemption (but if the date fixed for redemption is an interest payment date, the interest installment payable on such date shall be payable to the registered
holder at the close of business on the applicable record date pursuant to Section 2.03).
 

(b) Upon presentation of any Security of such series that is to be redeemed in part only, the Company shall execute and the Trustee shall
authenticate and the office or agency where the Security is presented shall deliver to the holder thereof, at the expense of the Company, a new Security of
the same series of authorized denominations in principal amount equal to the unredeemed portion of the Security so presented.
 
Section 3.04 Sinking Fund.
 
The provisions of Sections 3.04, 3.05 and 3.06 shall be applicable to any sinking fund for the retirement of Securities of a series, except as otherwise
specified as contemplated by Section 2.01 for Securities of such series.
 
The minimum amount of any sinking fund payment provided for by the terms of Securities of any series is herein referred to as a “mandatory sinking fund
payment,” and any payment in excess of such minimum amount provided for by the terms of Securities of any series is herein referred to as an “optional
sinking fund payment”. If provided for by the terms of Securities of any series, the cash amount of any sinking fund payment may be subject to reduction
as provided in Section 3.05. Each sinking fund payment shall be applied to the redemption of Securities of any series as provided for by the terms of
Securities of such series.
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Section 3.05 Satisfaction of Sinking Fund Payments with Securities.
 
The Company (i) may deliver Outstanding Securities of a series and (ii) may apply as a credit Securities of a series that have been redeemed either at the
election of the Company pursuant to the terms of such Securities or through the application of permitted optional sinking fund payments pursuant to the
terms of such Securities, in each case in satisfaction of all or any part of any sinking fund payment with respect to the Securities of such series required to
be made pursuant to the terms of such Securities as provided for by the terms of such series, provided that such Securities have not been previously so
credited. Such Securities shall be received and credited for such purpose by the Trustee at the redemption price specified in such Securities for redemption
through operation of the sinking fund and the amount of such sinking fund payment shall be reduced accordingly.
 
Section 3.06 Redemption of Securities for Sinking Fund.
 
Not less than 45 days prior to each sinking fund payment date for any series of Securities (unless a shorter period shall be satisfactory to the Trustee), the
Company will deliver to the Trustee an Officers’ Certificate specifying the amount of the next ensuing sinking fund payment for that series pursuant to the
terms of the series, the portion thereof, if any, that is to be satisfied by delivering and crediting Securities of that series pursuant to Section 3.05 and the
basis for such credit and will, together with such Officers’ Certificate, deliver to the Trustee any Securities to be so delivered. Not less than 30 days before
each such sinking fund payment date the Trustee shall select the Securities to be redeemed upon such sinking fund payment date in the manner specified in
Section 3.02 and cause notice of the redemption thereof to be given in the name of and at the expense of the Company in the manner provided in
Section 3.02. Such notice having been duly given, the redemption of such Securities shall be made upon the terms and in the manner stated in Section 3.03.
 

ARTICLE 4
 

COVENANTS
 
Section 4.01 Payment of Principal, Premium and Interest.
 
The Company will duly and punctually pay or cause to be paid the principal of (and premium, if any) and interest on the Securities of that series at the time
and place and in the manner provided herein and established with respect to such Securities.
 
Section 4.02 Maintenance of Office or Agency.
 
So long as any series of the Securities remain Outstanding, the Company agrees to maintain an office or agency in the Borough of Manhattan, the City and
State of New York, with respect to each such series and at such other location or locations as may be designated as provided in this Section 4.02, where
(i) Securities of that series may be presented for payment, (ii) Securities of that series may be presented as herein above authorized for registration of
transfer and exchange, and (iii) notices and demands to or upon the Company in respect of the Securities of that series and this Indenture may be given or
served, such designation to continue with respect to such office or agency until the Company shall, by written notice signed by any officer authorized to
sign an Officers’ Certificate and delivered to the Trustee, designate some other office or agency for such purposes or any of them. If at any time the
Company shall fail to maintain any such required office or agency or shall fail to furnish the Trustee with the address thereof, such presentations, notices
and demands may be made or served at the Corporate Trust Office of the Trustee, and the Company hereby appoints the Trustee as its agent to receive all
such presentations, notices and demands. The Company initially appoints the Corporate Trust Office of the Trustee located in the Borough of Manhattan,
the City of New York as its paying agent with respect to the Securities.
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Section 4.03 Paying Agents.
 

(a) If the Company shall appoint one or more paying agents for all or any series of the Securities, other than the Trustee, the Company will cause
each such paying agent to execute and deliver to the Trustee an instrument in which such agent shall agree with the Trustee, subject to the provisions of this
Section:
 

(1) that it will hold all sums held by it as such agent for the payment of the principal of (and premium, if any) or interest on the Securities
of that series (whether such sums have been paid to it by the Company or by any other obligor of such Securities) in trust for the benefit of the Persons
entitled thereto;
 

(2) that it will give the Trustee notice of any failure by the Company (or by any other obligor of such Securities) to make any payment of
the principal of (and premium, if any) or interest on the Securities of that series when the same shall be due and payable;
 

(3) that it will, at any time during the continuance of any failure referred to in the preceding paragraph (a)(2) above, upon the written
request of the Trustee, forthwith pay to the Trustee all sums so held in trust by such paying agent; and
 

(4) that it will perform all other duties of paying agent as set forth in this Indenture.
 

(b) If the Company shall act as its own paying agent with respect to any series of the Securities, it will on or before each due date of the principal
of (and premium, if any) or interest on Securities of that series, set aside, segregate and hold in trust for the benefit of the Persons entitled thereto a sum
sufficient to pay such principal (and premium, if any) or interest so becoming due on Securities of that series until such sums shall be paid to such Persons
or otherwise disposed of as herein provided and will promptly notify the Trustee of such action, or any failure (by it or any other obligor on such Securities)
to take such action. Whenever the Company shall have one or more paying agents for any series of Securities, it will, prior to each due date of the principal
of (and premium, if any) or interest on any Securities of that series, deposit with the paying agent a sum sufficient to pay the principal (and premium, if
any) or interest so becoming due, such sum to be held in trust for the benefit of the Persons entitled to such principal, premium or interest, and (unless such
paying agent is the Trustee) the Company will promptly notify the Trustee of this action or failure so to act.
 

(c) Notwithstanding anything in this Section to the contrary, (i) the agreement to hold sums in trust as provided in this Section is subject to the
provisions of Section 11.05, and (ii) the Company may at any time, for the purpose of obtaining the satisfaction and discharge of this Indenture or for any
other purpose, pay, or direct any paying agent to pay, to the Trustee all sums held in trust by the Company or such paying agent, such sums to be held by
the Trustee upon the same terms and conditions as those upon which such sums were held by the Company or such paying agent; and, upon such payment
by the Company or any paying agent to the Trustee, the Company or such paying agent shall be released from all further liability with respect to such
money.
 
Section 4.04 Appointment to Fill Vacancy in Office of Trustee.
 
The Company, whenever necessary to avoid or fill a vacancy in the office of Trustee, will appoint, in the manner provided in Section 7.10, a Trustee, so that
there shall at all times be a Trustee hereunder.
 
Section 4.05 Compliance with Consolidation Provisions.
 
The Company will not, while any of the Securities remain Outstanding, consolidate with or merge into any other Person, in either case where the Company
is not the survivor of such transaction, or sell or convey all or substantially all of its property to any other Person unless the provisions of Article Ten hereof
are complied with.
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ARTICLE 5

 
SECURITYHOLDERS’ LISTS AND REPORTS BY THE COMPANY AND THE TRUSTEE

 
Section 5.01 Company to Furnish Trustee Names and Addresses of Securityholders.
 
The Company will furnish or cause to be furnished to the Trustee (a) within 15 days after each regular record date (as defined in Section 2.03) a list, in such
form as the Trustee may reasonably require, of the names and addresses of the holders of each series of Securities as of such regular record date, provided
that the Company shall not be obligated to furnish or cause to furnish such list at any time that the list shall not differ in any respect from the most recent
list furnished to the Trustee by the Company and (b) at such other times as the Trustee may request in writing within 30 days after the receipt by the
Company of any such request, a list of similar form and content as of a date not more than 15 days prior to the time such list is furnished; provided,
however, that, in either case, no such list need be furnished for any series for which the Trustee shall be the Security Registrar.
 
Section 5.02 Preservation Of Information; Communications With Securityholders.
 

(a) The Trustee shall preserve, in as current a form as is reasonably practicable, all information as to the names and addresses of the holders of
Securities contained in the most recent list furnished to it as provided in Section 5.01 and as to the names and addresses of holders of Securities received by
the Trustee in its capacity as Security Registrar (if acting in such capacity).
 

(b) The Trustee may destroy any list furnished to it as provided in Section 5.01 upon receipt of a new list so furnished.
 

(c) Securityholders may communicate as provided in Section 312(b) of the Trust Indenture Act with other Securityholders with respect to their
rights under this Indenture or under the Securities, and, in connection with any such communications, the Trustee shall satisfy its obligations under
Section 312(b) of the Trust Indenture Act in accordance with the provisions of Section 312(b) of the Trust Indenture Act.
 
Section 5.03 Reports by the Company.
 
The Company covenants and agrees to provide a copy to the Trustee, after the Company files the same with the Securities and Exchange Commission,
copies of the annual reports and of the information, documents and other reports (or copies of such portions of any of the foregoing as the Securities and
Exchange Commission may from time to time by rules and regulations prescribe) that the Company files with the Securities and Exchange Commission
pursuant to Section 13 or Section 15(d) of the Exchange Act; provided, however, the Company shall not be required to deliver to the Trustee any materials
for which the Company has sought and received confidential treatment by the SEC. The Company shall also comply with the requirements of Section 314
of the Trust Indenture Act, but only to the extent then applicable to the Company.
 
Section 5.04 Reports by the Trustee.
 

(a) On or before July 1 in each year in which any of the Securities are Outstanding, the Trustee shall transmit by mail, first class postage prepaid,
to the Securityholders, as their names and addresses appear upon the Security Register, a brief report dated as of the preceding May 1, if and to the extent
required under Section 313(a) of the Trust Indenture Act.
 

(b) The Trustee shall comply with Section 313(b) and 313(c) of the Trust Indenture Act.
 

(c) A copy of each such report shall, at the time of such transmission to Securityholders, be filed by the Trustee with the Company, with each
securities exchange upon which any Securities are listed (if so listed) and also with the Securities and Exchange Commission. The Company agrees to
notify the Trustee when any Securities become listed on any securities exchange.
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ARTICLE 6

 
REMEDIES OF THE TRUSTEE AND SECURITYHOLDERS ON EVENT OF DEFAULT

 
Section 6.01 Events of Default.
 

(a) Whenever used herein with respect to Securities of a particular series, “Event of Default” means any one or more of the following events that
has occurred and is continuing:
 

(1) the Company defaults in the payment of any installment of interest upon any of the Securities of that series, as and when the same
shall become due and payable, and such default continues for a period of 90 days; provided, however, that a valid extension of an interest payment period
by the Company in accordance with the terms of any indenture supplemental hereto shall not constitute a default in the payment of interest for this purpose;
 

(2) the Company defaults in the payment of the principal of (or premium, if any, on) any of the Securities of that series as and when the
same shall become due and payable whether at maturity, upon redemption, by declaration or otherwise, or in any payment required by any sinking or
analogous fund established with respect to that series; provided, however, that a valid extension of the maturity of such Securities in accordance with the
terms of any indenture supplemental hereto shall not constitute a default in the payment of principal or premium, if any;
 

(3) the Company fails to observe or perform any other of its covenants or agreements with respect to that series contained in this
Indenture or otherwise established with respect to that series of Securities pursuant to Section 2.01 hereof (other than a covenant or agreement that has been
expressly included in this Indenture solely for the benefit of one or more series of Securities other than such series) for a period of 90 days after the date on
which written notice of such failure, requiring the same to be remedied and stating that such notice is a “Notice of Default” hereunder, shall have been
given to the Company by the Trustee, by registered or certified mail, or to the Company and the Trustee by the holders of at least 25% in principal amount
of the Securities of that series at the time Outstanding;
 

(4) the Company pursuant to or within the meaning of any Bankruptcy Law (i) commences a voluntary case, (ii) consents to the entry of
an order for relief against it in an involuntary case, (iii) consents to the appointment of a Custodian of it or for all or substantially all of its property or
(iv) makes a general assignment for the benefit of its creditors; or
 

(5) a court of competent jurisdiction enters an order under any Bankruptcy Law that (i) is for relief against the Company in an
involuntary case, (ii) appoints a Custodian of the Company for all or substantially all of its property or (iii) orders the liquidation of the Company, and the
order or decree remains unstayed and in effect for 90 days.
 

(b) In each and every such case (other than an Event of Default specified in clause (4) or clause (5) above), unless the principal of all the
Securities of that series shall have already become due and payable, either the Trustee or the holders of not less than 25% in aggregate principal amount of
the Securities of that series then Outstanding hereunder, by notice in writing to the Company (and to the Trustee if given by such Securityholders), may
declare the principal of (and premium, if any, on) and accrued and unpaid interest on all the Securities of that series to be due and payable immediately, and
upon any such declaration the same shall become and shall be immediately due and payable. If an Event of Default specified in clause (4) or clause
(5) above occurs, the principal of and accrued and unpaid interest on all the Securities of that series shall automatically be immediately due and payable
without any declaration or other act on the part of the Trustee or the holders of the Securities.
 

(c) At any time after the principal of (and premium, if any, on) and accrued and unpaid interest on the Securities of that series shall have been so
declared due and payable, and before any judgment or decree for the payment of the moneys due shall have been obtained or entered as hereinafter
provided, the holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of that series then Outstanding hereunder, by written notice to the
Company and the Trustee, may rescind and annul such declaration and its consequences if: (i) the Company has paid or deposited with the Trustee a sum
sufficient to pay all matured installments of interest upon all the Securities of that series and the principal of (and premium, if any, on) any and all
Securities of that series that shall have become due otherwise than by acceleration (with interest upon such principal and premium, if any, and, to the extent
that such payment is enforceable under applicable law, upon overdue installments of interest, at the rate per annum expressed in the Securities of that series
to the date of such payment or deposit) and the amount payable to the Trustee under Section 7.06, and (ii) any and all Events of Default under the Indenture
with respect to such series, other than the nonpayment of principal on (and premium, if any, on) and accrued and unpaid interest on Securities of that series
that shall not have become due by their terms, shall have been remedied or waived as provided in Section 6.06.
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No such rescission and annulment shall extend to or shall affect any subsequent default or impair any right consequent thereon.
 

(d) In case the Trustee shall have proceeded to enforce any right with respect to Securities of that series under this Indenture and such proceedings
shall have been discontinued or abandoned because of such rescission or annulment or for any other reason or shall have been determined adversely to the
Trustee, then and in every such case, subject to any determination in such proceedings, the Company and the Trustee shall be restored respectively to their
former positions and rights hereunder, and all rights, remedies and powers of the Company and the Trustee shall continue as though no such proceedings
had been taken.
 
Section 6.02 Collection of Indebtedness and Suits for Enforcement by Trustee.
 

(a) The Company covenants that (i) in case it shall default in the payment of any installment of interest on any of the Securities of a series, or in
any payment required by any sinking or analogous fund established with respect to that series as and when the same shall have become due and payable,
and such default shall have continued for a period of 90 Business Days, or (ii) in case it shall default in the payment of the principal of (or premium, if any,
on) any of the Securities of a series when the same shall have become due and payable, whether upon maturity of the Securities of a series or upon
redemption or upon declaration or otherwise then, upon demand of the Trustee, the Company will pay to the Trustee, for the benefit of the holders of the
Securities of that series, the whole amount that then shall have been become due and payable on all such Securities for principal (and premium, if any) or
interest, or both, as the case may be, with interest upon the overdue principal (and premium, if any) and (to the extent that payment of such interest is
enforceable under applicable law) upon overdue installments of interest at the rate per annum expressed in the Securities of that series; and, in addition
thereto, such further amount as shall be sufficient to cover the costs and expenses of collection, and the amount payable to the Trustee under Section 7.06.
 

(b) If the Company shall fail to pay such amounts forthwith upon such demand, the Trustee, in its own name and as trustee of an express trust,
shall be entitled and empowered to institute any action or proceedings at law or in equity for the collection of the sums so due and unpaid, and may
prosecute any such action or proceeding to judgment or final decree, and may enforce any such judgment or final decree against the Company or other
obligor upon the Securities of that series and collect the moneys adjudged or decreed to be payable in the manner provided by law or equity out of the
property of the Company or other obligor upon the Securities of that series, wherever situated.
 

(c) In case of any receivership, insolvency, liquidation, bankruptcy, reorganization, readjustment, arrangement, composition or judicial
proceedings affecting the Company, or its creditors or property, the Trustee shall have power to intervene in such proceedings and take any action therein
that may be permitted by the court and shall (except as may be otherwise provided by law) be entitled to file such proofs of claim and other papers and
documents as may be necessary or advisable in order to have the claims of the Trustee and of the holders of Securities of such series allowed for the entire
amount due and payable by the Company under the Indenture at the date of institution of such proceedings and for any additional amount that may become
due and payable by the Company after such date, and to collect and receive any moneys or other property payable or deliverable on any such claim, and to
distribute the same after the deduction of the amount payable to the Trustee under Section 7.06; and any receiver, assignee or trustee in bankruptcy or
reorganization is hereby authorized by each of the holders of Securities of such series to make such payments to the Trustee, and, in the event that the
Trustee shall consent to the making of such payments directly to such Securityholders, to pay to the Trustee any amount due it under Section 7.06.
 

(d) All rights of action and of asserting claims under this Indenture, or under any of the terms established with respect to Securities of that series,
may be enforced by the Trustee without the possession of any of such Securities, or the production thereof at any trial or other proceeding relative thereto,
and any such suit or proceeding instituted by the Trustee shall be brought in its own name as trustee of an express trust, and any recovery of judgment shall,
after provision for payment to the Trustee of any amounts due under Section 7.06, be for the ratable benefit of the holders of the Securities of such series.
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In case of an Event of Default hereunder, the Trustee may in its discretion proceed to protect and enforce the rights vested in it by this Indenture by such
appropriate judicial proceedings as the Trustee shall deem most effectual to protect and enforce any of such rights, either at law or in equity or in
bankruptcy or otherwise, whether for the specific enforcement of any covenant or agreement contained in the Indenture or in aid of the exercise of any
power granted in this Indenture, or to enforce any other legal or equitable right vested in the Trustee by this Indenture or by law.
 
Nothing contained herein shall be deemed to authorize the Trustee to authorize or consent to or accept or adopt on behalf of any Securityholder any plan of
reorganization, arrangement, adjustment or composition affecting the Securities of that series or the rights of any holder thereof or to authorize the Trustee
to vote in respect of the claim of any Securityholder in any such proceeding.
 
Section 6.03 Application of Moneys or Property Collected.
 
Any moneys or property collected by the Trustee pursuant to this Article with respect to a particular series of Securities shall be applied in the following
order, at the date or dates fixed by the Trustee and, in case of the distribution of such moneys or property on account of principal (or premium, if any) or
interest, upon presentation of the Securities of that series, and notation thereon of the payment, if only partially paid, and upon surrender thereof if fully
paid:
 
FIRST: To the payment of reasonable costs and expenses of collection and of all amounts payable to the Trustee under Section 7.06;
 
SECOND: To the payment of the amounts then due and unpaid upon Securities of such series for principal (and premium, if any) and interest, in respect of
which or for the benefit of which such money has been collected, ratably, without preference or priority of any kind, according to the amounts due and
payable on such Securities for principal (and premium, if any) and interest, respectively; and
 
THIRD: To the payment of the remainder, if any, to the Company or any other Person lawfully entitled thereto as requested by the Company.
 
Section 6.04 Limitation on Suits.
 
No holder of any Security of any series shall have any right by virtue or by availing of any provision of this Indenture to institute any suit, action or
proceeding in equity or at law upon or under or with respect to this Indenture or for the appointment of a receiver or trustee, or for any other remedy
hereunder, unless (i) such holder previously shall have given to the Trustee written notice of an Event of Default and of the continuance thereof with
respect to the Securities of such series specifying such Event of Default, as hereinbefore provided; (ii) the holders of not less than 25% in aggregate
principal amount of the Securities of such series then Outstanding shall have made written request upon the Trustee to institute such action, suit or
proceeding in its own name as Trustee hereunder; (iii) such holder or holders shall have offered to the Trustee such reasonable indemnity as it may require
against the costs, expenses and liabilities to be incurred therein or thereby; (iv) the Trustee for 90 days after its receipt of such notice, request and offer of
indemnity, shall have failed to institute any such action, suit or proceeding and (v) during such 90 day period, the holders of a majority in principal amount
of the Securities of that series do not give the Trustee a direction inconsistent with the request.
 
Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary or any other provisions of this Indenture, the right of any holder of any Security to receive
payment of the principal of (and premium, if any) and interest on such Security, as therein provided, on or after the respective due dates expressed in such
Security (or in the case of redemption, on the redemption date), or to institute suit for the enforcement of any such payment on or after such respective
dates or redemption date, shall not be impaired or affected without the consent of such holder and by accepting a Security hereunder it is expressly
understood, intended and covenanted by the taker and holder of every Security of such series with every other such taker and holder and the Trustee, that
no one or more holders of Securities of such series shall have any right in any manner whatsoever by virtue or by availing of any provision of this
Indenture to affect, disturb or prejudice the rights of the holders of any other of such Securities, or to obtain or seek to obtain priority over or preference to
any other such holder, or to enforce any right under this Indenture, except in the manner herein provided and for the equal, ratable and common benefit of
all holders of Securities of such series. For the protection and enforcement of the provisions of this Section, each and every Securityholder and the Trustee
shall be entitled to such relief as can be given either at law or in equity.
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Section 6.05 Rights and Remedies Cumulative; Delay or Omission Not Waiver.
 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in Section 2.07, all powers and remedies given by this Article to the Trustee or to the Securityholders shall, to
the extent permitted by law, be deemed cumulative and not exclusive of any other powers and remedies available to the Trustee or the holders of the
Securities, by judicial proceedings or otherwise, to enforce the performance or observance of the covenants and agreements contained in this Indenture or
otherwise established with respect to such Securities.
 

(b) No delay or omission of the Trustee or of any holder of any of the Securities to exercise any right or power accruing upon any Event of Default
occurring and continuing as aforesaid shall impair any such right or power, or shall be construed to be a waiver of any such default or an acquiescence
therein; and, subject to the provisions of Section 6.04, every power and remedy given by this Article or by law to the Trustee or the Securityholders may be
exercised from time to time, and as often as shall be deemed expedient, by the Trustee or by the Securityholders.
 
Section 6.06 Control by Securityholders.
 
The holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of any series at the time Outstanding, determined in accordance with Section 8.04,
shall have the right to direct the time, method and place of conducting any proceeding for any remedy available to the Trustee, or exercising any trust or
power conferred on the Trustee with respect to such series; provided, however, that such direction shall not be in conflict with any rule of law or with this
Indenture. Subject to the provisions of Section 7.01, the Trustee shall have the right to decline to follow any such direction if the Trustee in good faith shall,
by a Responsible Officer or officers of the Trustee, determine that the proceeding so directed, subject to the Trustee’s duties under the Trust Indenture Act,
would involve the Trustee in personal liability or might be unduly prejudicial to the Securityholders not involved in the proceeding. The holders of a
majority in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of any series at the time Outstanding affected thereby, determined in accordance with Section 8.04,
may on behalf of the holders of all of the Securities of such series waive any past default in the performance of any of the covenants contained herein or
established pursuant to Section 2.01 with respect to such series and its consequences, except a default in the payment of the principal of, or premium, if
any, or interest on, any of the Securities of that series as and when the same shall become due by the terms of such Securities otherwise than by acceleration
(unless such default has been cured and a sum sufficient to pay all matured installments of interest and principal and any premium has been deposited with
the Trustee (in accordance with Section 6.01(c)). Upon any such waiver, the default covered thereby shall be deemed to be cured for all purposes of this
Indenture and the Company, the Trustee and the holders of the Securities of such series shall be restored to their former positions and rights hereunder,
respectively; but no such waiver shall extend to any subsequent or other default or impair any right consequent thereon.
 
Section 6.07 Undertaking to Pay Costs.
 
All parties to this Indenture agree, and each holder of any Securities by such holder’s acceptance thereof shall be deemed to have agreed, that any court
may in its discretion require, in any suit for the enforcement of any right or remedy under this Indenture, or in any suit against the Trustee for any action
taken or omitted by it as Trustee, the filing by any party litigant in such suit of an undertaking to pay the costs of such suit, and that such court may in its
discretion assess reasonable costs, including reasonable attorneys’ fees, against any party litigant in such suit, having due regard to the merits and good
faith of the claims or defenses made by such party litigant; but the provisions of this Section shall not apply to any suit instituted by the Trustee, to any suit
instituted by any Securityholder, or group of Securityholders, holding more than 10% in aggregate principal amount of the Outstanding Securities of any
series, or to any suit instituted by any Securityholder for the enforcement of the payment of the principal of (or premium, if any) or interest on any Security
of such series, on or after the respective due dates expressed in such Security or established pursuant to this Indenture.
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ARTICLE 7

 
CONCERNING THE TRUSTEE

 
Section 7.01 Certain Duties and Responsibilities of Trustee.
 

(a) The Trustee, prior to the occurrence of an Event of Default with respect to the Securities of a series and after the curing of all Events of Default
with respect to the Securities of that series that may have occurred, shall undertake to perform with respect to the Securities of such series such duties and
only such duties as are specifically set forth in this Indenture, and no implied covenants shall be read into this Indenture against the Trustee. In case an
Event of Default with respect to the Securities of a series has occurred (that has not been cured or waived), the Trustee shall exercise with respect to
Securities of that series such of the rights and powers vested in it by this Indenture, and use the same degree of care and skill in their exercise, as a prudent
man would exercise or use under the circumstances in the conduct of his own affairs.
 

(b) No provision of this Indenture shall be construed to relieve the Trustee from liability for its own negligent action, its own negligent failure to
act, or its own willful misconduct, except that:
 

(i) prior to the occurrence of an Event of Default with respect to the Securities of a series and after the curing or
waiving of all such Events of Default with respect to that series that may have occurred:
 

(A) the duties and obligations of the Trustee shall with respect to the Securities of such series be determined solely by the
express provisions of this Indenture, and the Trustee shall not be liable with respect to the Securities of such series except for the performance of such
duties and obligations as are specifically set forth in this Indenture, and no implied covenants or obligations shall be read into this Indenture against the
Trustee; and
 

(B) in the absence of bad faith on the part of the Trustee, the Trustee may with respect to the Securities of such series
conclusively rely, as to the truth of the statements and the correctness of the opinions expressed therein, upon any certificates or opinions furnished to the
Trustee and conforming to the requirements of this Indenture; but in the case of any such certificates or opinions that by any provision hereof are
specifically required to be furnished to the Trustee, the Trustee shall be under a duty to examine the same to determine whether or not they conform to the
requirement of this Indenture;
 

(ii) the Trustee shall not be liable for any error of judgment made in good faith by a Responsible Officer or Responsible
Officers of the Trustee, unless it shall be proved that the Trustee was negligent in ascertaining the pertinent facts;
 

(iii) the Trustee shall not be liable with respect to any action taken or omitted to be taken by it in good faith in
accordance with the direction of the holders of not less than a majority in principal amount of the Securities of any series at the time Outstanding relating to
the time, method and place of conducting any proceeding for any remedy available to the Trustee, or exercising any trust or power conferred upon the
Trustee under this Indenture with respect to the Securities of that series; and
 

(iv) None of the provisions contained in this Indenture shall require the Trustee to expend or risk its own funds or
otherwise incur personal financial liability in the performance of any of its duties or in the exercise of any of its rights or powers if there is reasonable
ground for believing that the repayment of such funds or liability is not reasonably assured to it under the terms of this Indenture or adequate indemnity
against such risk is not reasonably assured to it.
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Section 7.02 Certain Rights of Trustee.
 
Except as otherwise provided in Section 7.01:
 

(a) The Trustee may rely conclusively and shall be protected in acting or refraining from acting upon any resolution, certificate, statement,
instrument, opinion, report, notice, request, consent, order, approval, bond, security or other paper or document believed by it to be genuine and to have
been signed or presented by the proper party or parties;
 

(b) Any request, direction, order or demand of the Company mentioned herein shall be sufficiently evidenced by a Board Resolution or an
instrument signed in the name of the Company by any authorized officer of the Company (unless other evidence in respect thereof is specifically prescribed
herein);
 

(c) The Trustee may consult with counsel and the written advice of such counsel or any Opinion of Counsel shall be full and complete
authorization and protection in respect of any action taken or suffered or omitted hereunder in good faith and in reliance thereon;
 

(d) The Trustee shall be under no obligation to exercise any of the rights or powers vested in it by this Indenture at the request, order or direction
of any of the Securityholders pursuant to the provisions of this Indenture, unless such Securityholders shall have offered to the Trustee reasonable security
or indemnity against the costs, expenses and liabilities that may be incurred therein or thereby; nothing contained herein shall, however, relieve the Trustee
of the obligation, upon the occurrence of an Event of Default with respect to a series of the Securities (that has not been cured or waived), to exercise with
respect to Securities of that series such of the rights and powers vested in it by this Indenture, and to use the same degree of care and skill in their exercise,
as a prudent man would exercise or use under the circumstances in the conduct of his own affairs;
 

(e) The Trustee shall not be liable for any action taken or omitted to be taken by it in good faith and believed by it to be authorized or within the
discretion or rights or powers conferred upon it by this Indenture;
 

(f) The Trustee shall not be bound to make any investigation into the facts or matters stated in any resolution, certificate, statement, instrument,
opinion, report, notice, request, consent, order, approval, bond, security, or other papers or documents, unless requested in writing so to do by the holders of
not less than a majority in principal amount of the Outstanding Securities of the particular series affected thereby (determined as provided in Section 8.04);
provided, however, that if the payment within a reasonable time to the Trustee of the costs, expenses or liabilities likely to be incurred by it in the making
of such investigation is, in the opinion of the Trustee, not reasonably assured to the Trustee by the security afforded to it by the terms of this Indenture, the
Trustee may require reasonable indemnity against such costs, expenses or liabilities as a condition to so proceeding. The reasonable expense of every such
examination shall be paid by the Company or, if paid by the Trustee, shall be repaid by the Company upon demand; and
 

(g) The Trustee may execute any of the trusts or powers hereunder or perform any duties hereunder either directly or by or through agents or
attorneys and the Trustee shall not be responsible for any misconduct or negligence on the part of any agent or attorney appointed with due care by it
hereunder.
 
In addition, the Trustee shall not be deemed to have knowledge of any Default or Event of Default except (1) any Event of Default occurring pursuant to
Sections 6.01(a)(1), 6.01(a)(2) and 4.01 hereof or (2) any Default or Event of Default of which the Trustee shall have received written notification in the
manner set forth in this Indenture or a Responsible Officer of the Trustee shall have obtained actual knowledge. Delivery of reports, information and
documents to the Trustee under Section 5.03 is for informational purposes only and the information and the Trustee’s receipt of the foregoing shall not
constitute constructive notice of any information contained therein, or determinable from information contained therein including the Company’s
compliance with any of their covenants thereunder (as to which the Trustee is entitled to rely conclusively on an Officers’ Certificate).
 
Section 7.03 Trustee Not Responsible for Recitals or Issuance or Securities.
 

(a) The recitals contained herein and in the Securities shall be taken as the statements of the Company, and the Trustee assumes no responsibility
for the correctness of the same.
 

(b) The Trustee makes no representations as to the validity or sufficiency of this Indenture or of the Securities.
 

20



 

 
(c) The Trustee shall not be accountable for the use or application by the Company of any of the Securities or of the proceeds of such Securities, or

for the use or application of any moneys paid over by the Trustee in accordance with any provision of this Indenture or established pursuant to
Section 2.01, or for the use or application of any moneys received by any paying agent other than the Trustee.
 
Section 7.04 May Hold Securities.
 
The Trustee or any paying agent or Security Registrar, in its individual or any other capacity, may become the owner or pledgee of Securities with the same
rights it would have if it were not Trustee, paying agent or Security Registrar.
 
Section 7.05 Moneys Held in Trust.
 
Subject to the provisions of Section 11.05, all moneys received by the Trustee shall, until used or applied as herein provided, be held in trust for the
purposes for which they were received, but need not be segregated from other funds except to the extent required by law. The Trustee shall be under no
liability for interest on any moneys received by it hereunder except such as it may agree with the Company to pay thereon.
 
Section 7.06 Compensation and Reimbursement.
 

(a) The Company covenants and agrees to pay to the Trustee, and the Trustee shall be entitled to, such reasonable compensation (which shall not
be limited by any provision of law in regard to the compensation of a trustee of an express trust) as the Company and the Trustee may from time to time
agree in writing, for all services rendered by it in the execution of the trusts hereby created and in the exercise and performance of any of the powers and
duties hereunder of the Trustee, and, except as otherwise expressly provided herein, the Company will pay or reimburse the Trustee upon its request for all
reasonable expenses, disbursements and advances incurred or made by the Trustee in accordance with any of the provisions of this Indenture (including the
reasonable compensation and the expenses and disbursements of its counsel and of all Persons not regularly in its employ), except any such expense,
disbursement or advance as may arise from its negligence or bad faith and except as the Company and Trustee may from time to time agree in writing. The
Company also covenants to indemnify the Trustee (and its officers, agents, directors and employees) for, and to hold it harmless against, any loss, liability
or expense incurred without negligence or bad faith on the part of the Trustee and arising out of or in connection with the acceptance or administration of
this trust, including the reasonable costs and expenses of defending itself against any claim of liability in the premises.
 

(b) The obligations of the Company under this Section to compensate and indemnify the Trustee and to pay or reimburse the Trustee for
reasonable expenses, disbursements and advances shall constitute additional indebtedness hereunder. Such additional indebtedness shall be secured by a
lien prior to that of the Securities upon all property and funds held or collected by the Trustee as such, except funds held in trust for the benefit of the
holders of particular Securities.
 
Section 7.07 Reliance on Officers’ Certificate.
 
Except as otherwise provided in Section 7.01, whenever in the administration of the provisions of this Indenture the Trustee shall deem it reasonably
necessary or desirable that a matter be proved or established prior to taking or suffering or omitting to take any action hereunder, such matter (unless other
evidence in respect thereof be herein specifically prescribed) may, in the absence of negligence or bad faith on the part of the Trustee, be deemed to be
conclusively proved and established by an Officers’ Certificate delivered to the Trustee and such certificate, in the absence of negligence or bad faith on the
part of the Trustee, shall be full warrant to the Trustee for any action taken, suffered or omitted to be taken by it under the provisions of this Indenture upon
the faith thereof.
 
Section 7.08 Disqualification; Conflicting Interests.
 
If the Trustee has or shall acquire any “conflicting interest” within the meaning of Section 310(b) of the Trust Indenture Act, the Trustee and the Company
shall in all respects comply with the provisions of Section 310(b) of the Trust Indenture Act.
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Section 7.09 Corporate Trustee Required; Eligibility.
 
There shall at all times be a Trustee with respect to the Securities issued hereunder which shall at all times be a corporation organized and doing business
under the laws of the United States of America or any state or territory thereof or of the District of Columbia, or a corporation or other Person permitted to
act as trustee by the Securities and Exchange Commission, authorized under such laws to exercise corporate trust powers, having a combined capital and
surplus of at least fifty million U.S. dollars ($50,000,000), and subject to supervision or examination by federal, state, territorial, or District of Columbia
authority.
 
If such corporation or other Person publishes reports of condition at least annually, pursuant to law or to the requirements of the aforesaid supervising or
examining authority, then for the purposes of this Section, the combined capital and surplus of such corporation or other Person shall be deemed to be its
combined capital and surplus as set forth in its most recent report of condition so published. The Company may not, nor may any Person directly or
indirectly controlling, controlled by, or under common control with the Company, serve as Trustee. In case at any time the Trustee shall cease to be eligible
in accordance with the provisions of this Section, the Trustee shall resign immediately in the manner and with the effect specified in Section 7.10.
 
Section 7.10 Resignation and Removal; Appointment of Successor.
 

(a) The Trustee or any successor hereafter appointed may at any time resign with respect to the Securities of one or more series by giving written
notice thereof to the Company and by transmitting notice of resignation by mail, first class postage prepaid, to the Securityholders of such series, as their
names and addresses appear upon the Security Register.
 
Upon receiving such notice of resignation, the Company shall promptly appoint a successor trustee with respect to Securities of such series by written
instrument, in duplicate, executed by order of the Board of Directors, one copy of which instrument shall be delivered to the resigning Trustee and one
copy to the successor trustee. If no successor trustee shall have been so appointed and have accepted appointment within 30 days after the mailing of such
notice of resignation, the resigning Trustee may petition any court of competent jurisdiction for the appointment of a successor trustee with respect to
Securities of such series, or any Securityholder of that series who has been a bona fide holder of a Security or Securities for at least six months may on
behalf of himself and all others similarly situated, petition any such court for the appointment of a successor trustee. Such court may thereupon after such
notice, if any, as it may deem proper and prescribe, appoint a successor trustee.
 

(b) In case at any time any one of the following shall occur:
 

(i) the Trustee shall fail to comply with the provisions of Section 7.08 after written request therefor by the Company or
by any Securityholder who has been a bona fide holder of a Security or Securities for at least six months; or
 

(ii) the Trustee shall cease to be eligible in accordance with the provisions of Section 7.09 and shall fail to resign after
written request therefor by the Company or by any such Securityholder; or
 

(iii) the Trustee shall become incapable of acting, or shall be adjudged a bankrupt or insolvent, or commence a
voluntary bankruptcy proceeding, or a receiver of the Trustee or of its property shall be appointed or consented to, or any public officer shall take charge or
control of the Trustee or of its property or affairs for the purpose of rehabilitation, conservation or liquidation; then, in any such case, the Company may
remove the Trustee with respect to all Securities and appoint a successor trustee by written instrument, in duplicate, executed by order of the Board of
Directors, one copy of which instrument shall be delivered to the Trustee so removed and one copy to the successor trustee, or any Securityholder who has
been a bona fide holder of a Security or Securities for at least six months may, on behalf of that holder and all others similarly situated, petition any court of
competent jurisdiction for the removal of the Trustee and the appointment of a successor trustee. Such court may thereupon after such notice, if any, as it
may deem proper and prescribe, remove the Trustee and appoint a successor trustee.
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(c) The holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of any series at the time Outstanding may at any time remove the

Trustee with respect to such series by so notifying the Trustee and the Company and may appoint a successor Trustee for such series with the consent of the
Company.

 
(d) Any resignation or removal of the Trustee and appointment of a successor trustee with respect to the Securities of a series pursuant to any of

the provisions of this Section shall become effective upon acceptance of appointment by the successor trustee as provided in Section 7.11.
 

(e) Any successor trustee appointed pursuant to this Section may be appointed with respect to the Securities of one or more series or all of such
series, and at any time there shall be only one Trustee with respect to the Securities of any particular series.
 
Section 7.11 Acceptance of Appointment By Successor.
 

(a) In case of the appointment hereunder of a successor trustee with respect to all Securities, every such successor trustee so appointed shall
execute, acknowledge and deliver to the Company and to the retiring Trustee an instrument accepting such appointment, and thereupon the resignation or
removal of the retiring Trustee shall become effective and such successor trustee, without any further act, deed or conveyance, shall become vested with all
the rights, powers, trusts and duties of the retiring Trustee; but, on the request of the Company or the successor trustee, such retiring Trustee shall, upon
payment of its charges, execute and deliver an instrument transferring to such successor trustee all the rights, powers, and trusts of the retiring Trustee and
shall duly assign, transfer and deliver to such successor trustee all property and money held by such retiring Trustee hereunder.
 

(b) In case of the appointment hereunder of a successor trustee with respect to the Securities of one or more (but not all) series, the Company, the
retiring Trustee and each successor trustee with respect to the Securities of one or more series shall execute and deliver an indenture supplemental hereto
wherein each successor trustee shall accept such appointment and which (i) shall contain such provisions as shall be necessary or desirable to transfer and
confirm to, and to vest in, each successor trustee all the rights, powers, trusts and duties of the retiring Trustee with respect to the Securities of that or those
series to which the appointment of such successor trustee relates, (ii) shall contain such provisions as shall be deemed necessary or desirable to confirm that
all the rights, powers, trusts and duties of the retiring Trustee with respect to the Securities of that or those series as to which the retiring Trustee is not
retiring shall continue to be vested in the retiring Trustee, and (iii) shall add to or change any of the provisions of this Indenture as shall be necessary to
provide for or facilitate the administration of the trusts hereunder by more than one Trustee, it being understood that nothing herein or in such supplemental
indenture shall constitute such Trustees co-trustees of the same trust, that each such Trustee shall be trustee of a trust or trusts hereunder separate and apart
from any trust or trusts hereunder administered by any other such Trustee and that no Trustee shall be responsible for any act or failure to act on the part of
any other Trustee hereunder; and upon the execution and delivery of such supplemental indenture the resignation or removal of the retiring Trustee shall
become effective to the extent provided therein, such retiring Trustee shall with respect to the Securities of that or those series to which the appointment of
such successor trustee relates have no further responsibility for the exercise of rights and powers or for the performance of the duties and obligations vested
in the Trustee under this Indenture, and each such successor trustee, without any further act, deed or conveyance, shall become vested with all the rights,
powers, trusts and duties of the retiring Trustee with respect to the Securities of that or those series to which the appointment of such successor trustee
relates; but, on request of the Company or any successor trustee, such retiring Trustee shall duly assign, transfer and deliver to such successor trustee, to the
extent contemplated by such supplemental indenture, the property and money held by such retiring Trustee hereunder with respect to the Securities of that
or those series to which the appointment of such successor trustee relates.
 

(c) Upon request of any such successor trustee, the Company shall execute any and all instruments for more fully and certainly vesting in and
confirming to such successor trustee all such rights, powers and trusts referred to in paragraph (a) or (b) of this Section, as the case may be.
 

(d) No successor trustee shall accept its appointment unless at the time of such acceptance such successor trustee shall be qualified and eligible
under this Article.
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(e) Upon acceptance of appointment by a successor trustee as provided in this Section, the Company shall transmit notice of the succession of such

trustee hereunder by mail, first class postage prepaid, to the Securityholders, as their names and addresses appear upon the Security Register. If the
Company fails to transmit such notice within ten days after acceptance of appointment by the successor trustee, the successor trustee shall cause such notice
to be transmitted at the expense of the Company.
 
Section 7.12 Merger, Conversion, Consolidation or Succession to Business.
 
Any corporation into which the Trustee may be merged or converted or with which it may be consolidated, or any corporation resulting from any merger,
conversion or consolidation to which the Trustee shall be a party, or any corporation succeeding to the corporate trust business of the Trustee, shall be the
successor of the Trustee hereunder, provided that such corporation shall be qualified under the provisions of Section 7.08 and eligible under the provisions
of Section 7.09, without the execution or filing of any paper or any further act on the part of any of the parties hereto, anything herein to the contrary
notwithstanding. In case any Securities shall have been authenticated, but not delivered, by the Trustee then in office, any successor by merger, conversion
or consolidation to such authenticating Trustee may adopt such authentication and deliver the Securities so authenticated with the same effect as if such
successor Trustee had itself authenticated such Securities.
 
Section 7.13 Preferential Collection of Claims Against the Company.
 
The Trustee shall comply with Section 311(a) of the Trust Indenture Act, excluding any creditor relationship described in Section 311(b) of the Trust
Indenture Act. A Trustee who has resigned or been removed shall be subject to Section 311(a) of the Trust Indenture Act to the extent included therein.
 
Section 7.14 Notice of Default
 
If any Default or any Event of Default occurs and is continuing and if such Default or Event of Default is known to a Responsible Officer of the Trustee,
the Trustee shall mail to each Securityholder in the manner and to the extent provided in Section 313(c) of the Trust Indenture Act notice of the Default or
Event of Default within 45 days after it occurs and becomes known to the Trustee, unless such Default or Event of Default has been cured; provided,
however, that, except in the case of a default in the payment of the principal of (or premium, if any) or interest on any Security, the Trustee shall be
protected in withholding such notice if and so long as the board of directors, the executive committee or a trust committee of directors and/or
Responsible Officers of the Trustee in good faith determine that the withholding of such notice is in the interest of the Securityholders.
 

ARTICLE 8
 

CONCERNING THE SECURITYHOLDERS
 
Section 8.01 Evidence of Action by Securityholders.
 
Whenever in this Indenture it is provided that the holders of a majority or specified percentage in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of a
particular series may take any action (including the making of any demand or request, the giving of any notice, consent or waiver or the taking of any other
action), the fact that at the time of taking any such action the holders of such majority or specified percentage of that series have joined therein may be
evidenced by any instrument or any number of instruments of similar tenor executed by such holders of Securities of that series in person or by agent or
proxy appointed in writing.
 
If the Company shall solicit from the Securityholders of any series any request, demand, authorization, direction, notice, consent, waiver or other action,
the Company may, at its option, as evidenced by an Officers’ Certificate, fix in advance a record date for such series for the determination of
Securityholders entitled to give such request, demand, authorization, direction, notice, consent, waiver or other action, but the Company shall have no
obligation to do so. If such a record date is fixed, such request, demand, authorization, direction, notice, consent, waiver or other action may be given
before or after the record date, but only the Securityholders of record at the close of business on the record date shall be deemed to be Securityholders for
the purposes of determining whether Securityholders of the requisite proportion of Outstanding Securities of that series have authorized or agreed or
consented to such request, demand, authorization, direction, notice, consent, waiver or other action, and for that purpose the Outstanding Securities of that
series shall be computed as of the record date; provided, however, that no such authorization, agreement or consent by such Securityholders on the record
date shall be deemed effective unless it shall become effective pursuant to the provisions of this Indenture not later than six months after the record date.
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Section 8.02 Proof of Execution by Securityholders.
 
Subject to the provisions of Section 7.01, proof of the execution of any instrument by a Securityholder (such proof will not require notarization) or his
agent or proxy and proof of the holding by any Person of any of the Securities shall be sufficient if made in the following manner:
 

(a) The fact and date of the execution by any such Person of any instrument may be proved in any reasonable manner acceptable to the Trustee.
 

(b) The ownership of Securities shall be proved by the Security Register of such Securities or by a certificate of the Security Registrar thereof.
 
The Trustee may require such additional proof of any matter referred to in this Section as it shall deem necessary.
 
Section 8.03 Who May be Deemed Owners.
 
Prior to the due presentment for registration of transfer of any Security, the Company, the Trustee, any paying agent and any Security Registrar may deem
and treat the Person in whose name such Security shall be registered upon the books of the Company as the absolute owner of such Security (whether or
not such Security shall be overdue and notwithstanding any notice of ownership or writing thereon made by anyone other than the Security Registrar) for
the purpose of receiving payment of or on account of the principal of, premium, if any, and (subject to Section 2.03) interest on such Security and for all
other purposes; and neither the Company nor the Trustee nor any paying agent nor any Security Registrar shall be affected by any notice to the contrary.
 
Section 8.04 Certain Securities Owned by Company Disregarded.
 
In determining whether the holders of the requisite aggregate principal amount of Securities of a particular series have concurred in any direction, consent
or waiver under this Indenture, the Securities of that series that are owned by the Company or any other obligor on the Securities of that series or by any
Person directly or indirectly controlling or controlled by or under common control with the Company or any other obligor on the Securities of that series
shall be disregarded and deemed not to be Outstanding for the purpose of any such determination, except that for the purpose of determining whether the
Trustee shall be protected in relying on any such direction, consent or waiver, only Securities of such series that the Trustee actually knows are so owned
shall be so disregarded. The Securities so owned that have been pledged in good faith may be regarded as Outstanding for the purposes of this Section, if
the pledgee shall establish to the satisfaction of the Trustee the pledgee’s right so to act with respect to such Securities and that the pledgee is not a Person
directly or indirectly controlling or controlled by or under direct or indirect common control with the Company or any such other obligor. In case of a
dispute as to such right, any decision by the Trustee taken upon the advice of counsel shall be full protection to the Trustee.
 
Section 8.05 Actions Binding on Future Securityholders.
 
At any time prior to (but not after) the evidencing to the Trustee, as provided in Section 8.01, of the taking of any action by the holders of the majority or
percentage in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of a particular series specified in this Indenture in connection with such action, any holder of a
Security of that series that is shown by the evidence to be included in the Securities the holders of which have consented to such action may, by filing
written notice with the Trustee, and upon proof of holding as provided in Section 8.02, revoke such action so far as concerns such Security. Except as
aforesaid any such action taken by the holder of any Security shall be conclusive and binding upon such holder and upon all future holders and owners of
such Security, and of any Security issued in exchange therefor, on registration of transfer thereof or in place thereof, irrespective of whether or not any
notation in regard thereto is made upon such Security. Any action taken by the holders of the majority or percentage in aggregate principal amount of the
Securities of a particular series specified in this
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Indenture in connection with such action shall be conclusively binding upon the Company, the Trustee and the holders of all the Securities of that series.
 

ARTICLE 9
 

SUPPLEMENTAL INDENTURES
 
Section 9.01 Supplemental Indentures Without the Consent of Securityholders.
 
In addition to any supplemental indenture otherwise authorized by this Indenture, the Company and the Trustee may from time to time and at any time
enter into an indenture or indentures supplemental hereto (which shall conform to the provisions of the Trust Indenture Act as then in effect), without the
consent of the Securityholders, for one or more of the following purposes:
 

(a) to cure any ambiguity, defect, or inconsistency herein or in the Securities of any series;
 

(b) to comply with Article Ten;
 

(c) to provide for uncertificated Securities in addition to or in place of certificated Securities and to make all appropriate changes for such purpose;
 

(d) to add to the covenants, restrictions, conditions or provisions relating to the Company for the benefit of the holders of all or any series of
Securities (and if such covenants, restrictions, conditions or provisions are to be for the benefit of less than all series of Securities, stating that such
covenants, restrictions, conditions or provisions are expressly being included solely for the benefit of such series), to make the occurrence, or the
occurrence and the continuance, of a default in any such additional covenants, restrictions, conditions or provisions an Event of Default, or to surrender any
right or power herein conferred upon the Company;
 

(e) to add to, delete from, or revise the conditions, limitations, and restrictions on the authorized amount, terms, or purposes of issue,
authentication, and delivery of Securities, as herein set forth;
 

(f) to make any change that does not adversely affect the rights of any Securityholder in any material respect;
 

(g) to provide for the issuance of and establish the form and terms and conditions of the Securities of any series as provided in Section 2.01, to
establish the form of any certifications required to be furnished pursuant to the terms of this Indenture or any series of Securities, or to add to the rights of
the holders of any series of Securities;
 

(h) to evidence and provide for the acceptance of appointment hereunder by a successor trustee; or
 

(i) to comply with any requirements of the Securities and Exchange Commission or any successor in connection with the qualification of this
Indenture under the Trust Indenture Act.
 
The Trustee is hereby authorized to join with the Company in the execution of any such supplemental indenture, and to make any further appropriate
agreements and stipulations that may be therein contained, but the Trustee shall not be obligated to enter into any such supplemental indenture that affects
the Trustee’s own rights, duties or immunities under this Indenture or otherwise.
 
Any supplemental indenture authorized by the provisions of this Section may be executed by the Company and the Trustee without the consent of the
holders of any of the Securities at the time Outstanding, notwithstanding any of the provisions of Section 9.02.
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Section 9.02 Supplemental Indentures With Consent of Securityholders.
 
With the consent (evidenced as provided in Section 8.01) of the holders of not less than a majority in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of each
series affected by such supplemental indenture or indentures at the time Outstanding, the Company, when authorized by a Board Resolution, and the
Trustee may from time to time and at any time enter into an indenture or indentures supplemental hereto (which shall conform to the provisions of the Trust
Indenture Act as then in effect) for the purpose of adding any provisions to or changing in any manner or eliminating any of the provisions of this Indenture
or of any supplemental indenture or of modifying in any manner not covered by Section 9.01 the rights of the holders of the Securities of such series under
this Indenture; provided, however, that no such supplemental indenture shall, without the consent of the holders of each Security then Outstanding and
affected thereby, (a) extend the fixed maturity of any Securities of any series, or reduce the principal amount thereof, or reduce the rate or extend the time
of payment of interest thereon, or reduce any premium payable upon the redemption thereof or (b) reduce the aforesaid percentage of Securities, the holders
of which are required to consent to any such supplemental indenture.
 
It shall not be necessary for the consent of the Securityholders of any series affected thereby under this Section to approve the particular form of any
proposed supplemental indenture, but it shall be sufficient if such consent shall approve the substance thereof.
 
Section 9.03 Effect of Supplemental Indentures.
 
Upon the execution of any supplemental indenture pursuant to the provisions of this Article or of Section 10.01, this Indenture shall, with respect to such
series, be and be deemed to be modified and amended in accordance therewith and the respective rights, limitations of rights, obligations, duties and
immunities under this Indenture of the Trustee, the Company and the holders of Securities of the series affected thereby shall thereafter be determined,
exercised and enforced hereunder subject in all respects to such modifications and amendments, and all the terms and conditions of any such supplemental
indenture shall be and be deemed to be part of the terms and conditions of this Indenture for any and all purposes.
 
Section 9.04 Securities Affected by Supplemental Indentures.
 
Securities of any series affected by a supplemental indenture, authenticated and delivered after the execution of such supplemental indenture pursuant to the
provisions of this Article or of Section 10.01, may bear a notation in form approved by the Company, provided such form meets the requirements of any
securities exchange upon which such series may be listed, as to any matter provided for in such supplemental indenture. If the Company shall so determine,
new Securities of that series so modified as to conform, in the opinion of the Board of Directors, to any modification of this Indenture contained in any
such supplemental indenture may be prepared by the Company, authenticated by the Trustee and delivered in exchange for the Securities of that series then
Outstanding.
 
Section 9.05 Execution of Supplemental Indentures.
 
Upon the request of the Company, accompanied by its Board Resolutions authorizing the execution of any such supplemental indenture, and upon the filing
with the Trustee of evidence of the consent of Securityholders required to consent thereto as aforesaid, the Trustee shall join with the Company in the
execution of such supplemental indenture unless such supplemental indenture affects the Trustee’s own rights, duties or immunities under this Indenture or
otherwise, in which case the Trustee may in its discretion but shall not be obligated to enter into such supplemental indenture. The Trustee, subject to the
provisions of Section 7.01, will be entitled to receive and will be fully protected in relying upon an Officers’ Certificate and an Opinion of Counsel stating
that any supplemental indenture executed pursuant to this Article is authorized or permitted by, and conforms to, the terms of this Article and that it is
proper for the Trustee under the provisions of this Article to join in the execution thereof; provided, however, that such Officers’ Certificate or Opinion of
Counsel need not be provided in connection with the execution of a supplemental indenture that establishes the terms of a series of Securities pursuant to
Section 2.01 hereof.
 
Promptly after the execution by the Company and the Trustee of any supplemental indenture pursuant to the provisions of this Section, the Trustee shall
transmit by mail, first class postage prepaid, a notice, setting forth in general terms the substance of such supplemental indenture, to the Securityholders of
all series affected thereby as their names and addresses appear upon the Security Register. Any failure of the Trustee to mail such notice, or any defect
therein, shall not, however, in any way impair or affect the validity of any such supplemental indenture.
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ARTICLE 10

 
SUCCESSOR ENTITY

 
Section 10.01 Company May Consolidate, Etc.
 
Except as provided pursuant to Section 2.01 pursuant to a Board Resolution, and set forth in an Officers’ Certificate, or established in one or more
indentures supplemental to this Indenture, nothing contained in this Indenture shall prevent any consolidation or merger of the Company with or into any
other Person (whether or not affiliated with the Company) or successive consolidations or mergers in which the Company or its successor or successors
shall be a party or parties, or shall prevent any sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition of the property of the Company or its successor or successors
as an entirety, or substantially as an entirety, to any other corporation (whether or not affiliated with the Company or its successor or successors) authorized
to acquire and operate the same; provided, however, the Company hereby covenants and agrees that, upon any such consolidation or merger (in each case,
if the Company is not the survivor of such transaction), sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition, the due and punctual payment of the principal of
(premium, if any) and interest on all of the Securities of all series in accordance with the terms of each series, according to their tenor, and the due and
punctual performance and observance of all the covenants and conditions of this Indenture with respect to each series or established with respect to such
series pursuant to Section 2.01 to be kept or performed by the Company shall be expressly assumed, by supplemental indenture (which shall conform to the
provisions of the Trust Indenture Act, as then in effect) reasonably satisfactory in form to the Trustee executed and delivered to the Trustee by the entity
formed by such consolidation, or into which the Company shall have been merged, or by the entity which shall have acquired such property.
 
Section 10.02 Successor Entity Substituted.
 

(a) In case of any such consolidation, merger, sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition and upon the assumption by the successor entity by
supplemental indenture, executed and delivered to the Trustee and satisfactory in form to the Trustee, of the obligations set forth under Section 10.01 on all
of the Securities of all series Outstanding, such successor entity shall succeed to and be substituted for the Company with the same effect as if it had been
named as the Company herein, and thereupon the predecessor corporation shall be relieved of all obligations and covenants under this Indenture and the
Securities.
 

(b) In case of any such consolidation, merger, sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition, such changes in phraseology and form (but not in
substance) may be made in the Securities thereafter to be issued as may be appropriate.
 

(c) Nothing contained in this Article shall require any action by the Company in the case of a consolidation or merger of any Person into the
Company where the Company is the survivor of such transaction, or the acquisition by the Company, by purchase or otherwise, of all or any part of the
property of any other Person (whether or not affiliated with the Company).
 
Section 10.03 Evidence of Consolidation, Etc. to Trustee.
 
The Trustee, subject to the provisions of Section 7.01, may receive an Officers’ Certificate or an Opinion of Counsel as conclusive evidence that any such
consolidation, merger, sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition, and any such assumption, comply with the provisions of this Article.
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ARTICLE 11

 
SATISFACTION AND DISCHARGE

 
Section 11.01 Satisfaction and Discharge of Indenture.
 
If at any time: (a) the Company shall have delivered to the Trustee for cancellation all Securities of a series theretofore authenticated and not delivered to
the Trustee for cancellation (other than any Securities that shall have been destroyed, lost or stolen and that shall have been replaced or paid as provided in
Section 2.07 and Securities for whose payment money or Governmental Obligations have theretofore been deposited in trust or segregated and held in trust
by the Company and thereupon repaid to the Company or discharged from such trust, as provided in Section 11.05); or (b) all such Securities of a particular
series not theretofore delivered to the Trustee for cancellation shall have become due and payable, or are by their terms to become due and payable within
one year or are to be called for redemption within one year under arrangements satisfactory to the Trustee for the giving of notice of redemption, and the
Company shall deposit or cause to be deposited with the Trustee as trust funds the entire amount in moneys or Governmental Obligations or a combination
thereof, sufficient in the opinion of a nationally recognized firm of independent public accountants expressed in a written certification thereof delivered to
the Trustee, to pay at maturity or upon redemption all Securities of that series not theretofore delivered to the Trustee for cancellation, including principal
(and premium, if any) and interest due or to become due to such date of maturity or date fixed for redemption, as the case may be, and if the Company shall
also pay or cause to be paid all other sums payable hereunder with respect to such series by the Company then this Indenture shall thereupon cease to be of
further effect with respect to such series except for the provisions of Sections 2.03, 2.05, 2.07, 4.01, 4.02, 4.03 and 7.10, that shall survive until the date of
maturity or redemption date, as the case may be, and Sections 7.06 and 11.05, that shall survive to such date and thereafter, and the Trustee, on demand of
the Company and at the cost and expense of the Company shall execute proper instruments acknowledging satisfaction of and discharging this Indenture
with respect to such series.
 
Section 11.02 Discharge of Obligations.
 
If at any time all such Securities of a particular series not heretofore delivered to the Trustee for cancellation or that have not become due and payable as
described in Section 11.01 shall have been paid by the Company by depositing irrevocably with the Trustee as trust funds moneys or an amount of
Governmental Obligations sufficient to pay at maturity or upon redemption all such Securities of that series not theretofore delivered to the Trustee for
cancellation, including principal (and premium, if any) and interest due or to become due to such date of maturity or date fixed for redemption, as the case
may be, and if the Company shall also pay or cause to be paid all other sums payable hereunder by the Company with respect to such series, then after the
date such moneys or Governmental Obligations, as the case may be, are deposited with the Trustee the obligations of the Company under this Indenture
with respect to such series shall cease to be of further effect except for the provisions of Sections 2.03, 2.05, 2.07, 4,01, 4.02, 4,03, 7.05, 7.10 and 11.05
hereof that shall survive until such Securities shall mature and be paid.
 
Thereafter, Sections 7.06 and 11.05 shall survive.
 
Section 11.03 Deposited Moneys to be Held in Trust.
 
All moneys or Governmental Obligations deposited with the Trustee pursuant to Sections 11.01 or 11.02 shall be held in trust and shall be available for
payment as due, either directly or through any paying agent (including the Company acting as its own paying agent), to the holders of the particular series
of Securities for the payment or redemption of which such moneys or Governmental Obligations have been deposited with the Trustee.
 
Section 11.04 Payment of Moneys Held by Paying Agents.
 
In connection with the satisfaction and discharge of this Indenture all moneys or Governmental Obligations then held by any paying agent under the
provisions of this Indenture shall, upon demand of the Company, be paid to the Trustee and thereupon such paying agent shall be released from all further
liability with respect to such moneys or Governmental Obligations.
 
Section 11.05 Repayment to Company.
 
Any moneys or Governmental Obligations deposited with any paying agent or the Trustee, or then held by the Company, in trust for payment of principal
of or premium, if any, or interest on the Securities of a particular series that are not applied but remain unclaimed by the holders of such Securities for at
least two years after the date upon which the principal of (and premium, if any) or interest on such Securities shall have respectively become due and
payable, or such other shorter period set forth in applicable escheat or abandoned or unclaimed property law, shall be repaid to the Company on May 31 of
each year or upon the Company’s request or (if then held by the Company) shall be discharged from such trust; and thereupon the paying agent and the
Trustee shall be released from all further liability with respect to such moneys or Governmental Obligations, and the holder of any of the Securities entitled
to receive such payment shall thereafter, as a general creditor, look only to the Company for the payment thereof.
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ARTICLE 12

 
IMMUNITY OF INCORPORATORS, SHAREHOLDERS, OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

 
Section 12.01 No Recourse.
 
No recourse under or upon any obligation, covenant or agreement of this Indenture, or of any Security, or for any claim based thereon or otherwise in
respect thereof, shall be had against any incorporator, shareholder, officer or director, past, present or future as such, of the Company or of any predecessor
or successor corporation, either directly or through the Company or any such predecessor or successor corporation, whether by virtue of any constitution,
statute or rule of law, or by the enforcement of any assessment or penalty or otherwise; it being expressly understood that this Indenture and the obligations
issued hereunder are solely corporate obligations, and that no such personal liability whatever shall attach to, or is or shall be incurred by, the incorporators,
shareholders, officers or directors as such, of the Company or of any predecessor or successor corporation, or any of them, because of the creation of the
indebtedness hereby authorized, or under or by reason of the obligations, covenants or agreements contained in this Indenture or in any of the Securities or
implied therefrom; and that any and all such personal liability of every name and nature, either at common law or in equity or by constitution or statute, of,
and any and all such rights and claims against, every such incorporator, shareholder, officer or director as such, because of the creation of the indebtedness
hereby authorized, or under or by reason of the obligations, covenants or agreements contained in this Indenture or in any of the Securities or implied
therefrom, are hereby expressly waived and released as a condition of, and as a consideration for, the execution of this Indenture and the issuance of such
Securities.
 

ARTICLE 13
 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
 
Section 13.01 Effect on Successors and Assigns.
 
All the covenants, stipulations, promises and agreements in this Indenture made by or on behalf of the Company shall bind its successors and assigns,
whether so expressed or not.
 
Section 13.02 Actions by Successor.
 
Any act or proceeding by any provision of this Indenture authorized or required to be done or performed by any board, committee or officer of the
Company shall and may be done and performed with like force and effect by the corresponding board, committee or officer of any corporation that shall at
the time be the lawful successor of the Company.
 
Section 13.03 Surrender of Company Powers.
 
The Company by instrument in writing executed by authority of its Board of Directors and delivered to the Trustee may surrender any of the powers
reserved to the Company, and thereupon such power so surrendered shall terminate both as to the Company and as to any successor corporation.
 
Section 13.04 Notices.
 
Except as otherwise expressly provided herein, any notice, request or demand that by any provision of this Indenture is required or permitted to be given,
made or served by the Trustee or by the holders of Securities or by any other Person pursuant to this Indenture to or on the Company may be given or
served by being deposited in first class mail, postage prepaid, addressed (until another address is filed in writing by the Company with the Trustee), as
follows: 9 North West Fourth Ring Road, Yingu Mansion Ste 1708, Haidian District, Beijing F4 100190, with a copy to Hunter Taubman Fischer & Li
LLC, 1450 Broadway, 26th Floor, New York, NY 10018, Attn: Joan Wu, Esq. Any notice, election, request or demand by the Company or any
Securityholder or by any other Person pursuant to this Indenture to or upon the Trustee shall be deemed to have been sufficiently given or made, for all
purposes, if given or made in writing at the Corporate Trust Office of the Trustee.
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Section 13.05 Governing Law.
 
This Indenture and each Security shall be deemed to be a contract made under the internal laws of the State of New York, and for all purposes shall be
construed in accordance with the laws of said State, except to the extent that the Trust Indenture Act is applicable.
 
Section 13.06 Treatment of Securities as Debt.
 
It is intended that the Securities will be treated as indebtedness and not as equity for federal income tax purposes. The provisions of this Indenture shall be
interpreted to further this intention.
 
Section 13.07 Certificates and Opinions as to Conditions Precedent.
 

(a) Upon any application or demand by the Company to the Trustee to take any action under any of the provisions of this Indenture, the Company
shall furnish to the Trustee an Officers’ Certificate stating that all conditions precedent provided for in this Indenture (other than the certificate to be
delivered pursuant to Section 13.13) relating to the proposed action have been complied with and an Opinion of Counsel stating that in the opinion of such
counsel all such conditions precedent have been complied with, except that in the case of any such application or demand as to which the furnishing of such
documents is specifically required by any provision of this Indenture relating to such particular application or demand, no additional certificate or opinion
need be furnished.
 

(b) Each certificate or opinion provided for in this Indenture and delivered to the Trustee with respect to compliance with a condition or covenant
in this Indenture shall include (i) a statement that the Person making such certificate or opinion has read such covenant or condition; (ii) a brief statement as
to the nature and scope of the examination or investigation upon which the statements or opinions contained in such certificate or opinion are based; (iii) a
statement that, in the opinion of such Person, he has made such examination or investigation as is reasonably necessary to enable him to express an
informed opinion as to whether or not such covenant or condition has been complied with; and (iv) a statement as to whether or not, in the opinion of such
Person, such condition or covenant has been complied with.
 
Section 13.08 Payments on Business Days.
 
Except as provided pursuant to Section 2.01 pursuant to a Board Resolution, and set forth in an Officers’ Certificate, or established in one or more
indentures supplemental to this Indenture, in any case where the date of maturity of interest or principal of any Security or the date of redemption of any
Security shall not be a Business Day, then payment of interest or principal (and premium, if any) may be made on the next succeeding Business Day with
the same force and effect as if made on the nominal date of maturity or redemption, and no interest shall accrue for the period after such nominal date.
 
Section 13.09 Conflict with Trust Indenture Act.
 
If and to the extent that any provision of this Indenture limits, qualifies or conflicts with the duties imposed by Sections 310 to 317, inclusive, of the Trust
Indenture Act, such imposed duties shall control.
 
Section 13.10 Indenture and Securities Solely Corporate Obligations.
 
No recourse for the payment of the principal of, premium, if any, or interest on any Securities, or for any claim based thereon or otherwise in respect
thereof, and no recourse under or upon any obligation, covenant or agreement of the Company in this Indenture or in any supplemental indenture or in any
Security, or because of the creation of any indebtedness represented thereby, shall be had against any incorporator, shareholder, employee, agent, officer,
director or subsidiary, as such, past, present or future, of the Company or of any successor entity, either directly or through the Company or any successor
entity, whether by virtue of any constitution, statute, or rule of law, or by the enforcement of any assessment or penalty or otherwise; it being expressly
understood that all such liability is hereby expressly waived and released as a condition of, and as a consideration for, the execution of this Indenture and
the issuance of the Securities.
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Section 13.11 Counterparts.
 
This Indenture may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which shall be an original, but such counterparts shall together constitute but one
and the same instrument.
 
Section 13.12 Separability.
 
In case any one or more of the provisions contained in this Indenture or in the Securities of any series shall for any reason be held to be invalid, illegal or
unenforceable in any respect, such invalidity, illegality or unenforceability shall not affect any other provisions of this Indenture or of such Securities, but
this Indenture and such Securities shall be construed as if such invalid or illegal or unenforceable provision had never been contained herein or therein.
 
Section 13.13 Compliance Certificates.
 
The Company shall deliver to the Trustee, within 120 days after the end of each fiscal year during which any Securities of any series were outstanding, a
compliance certificate stating whether or not the signer knows of any Default or Event of Default that occurred during such fiscal year. Such certificate
shall contain a certification from the principal executive officer, principal financial officer or principal accounting officer of the Company that a review has
been conducted of the activities of the Company and the Company’s performance under this Indenture and that the Company has complied with all
conditions and covenants under this Indenture. For purposes of this Section 13.13, such compliance shall be determined without regard to any period of
grace or requirement of notice provided under this Indenture. If the officer of the Company signing such certificate has knowledge of such a Default or
Event of Default, the certificate shall describe any such Default or Event of Default and its status.
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Indenture to be duly executed all as of the day and year first above written.
 
 CN ENERGY GROUP. INC.
 
 By:  
   
 Name:  
   
 Title:  
 
 [TRUSTEE], as Trustee
 
 By:  
   
 Name:  
   
 Title:  
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CROSS-REFERENCE TABLE (1)
 
Section of Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as Amended  Section of Indenture
310(a)  7.09
310(b)  7.08
  7.10
310(c)  Inapplicable
311(a)  7.13
311(b)  7.13
   
311(c)  Inapplicable
312(a)  5.01
  5.02(a)
312(b)  5.02(c)
312(c)  5.02(c)
313(a)  5.04(a)
313(b)  5.04(b)
313(c)  5.04(a)
  5.04(b)
313(d)  5.04(c)
314(a)  5.03
  13.12
314(b)  Inapplicable
314(c)  13.07(a)
314(d)  Inapplicable
314(e)  13.07(b)
314(f)  Inapplicable
315(a)  7.01(a)
  7.01(b)
315(b)  7.14
315(c)  7.01
315(d)  7.01(b)
   
315(e)  6.07
316(a)  6.06
  8.04
316(b)  6.04
316(c)  8.01
317(a)  6.02
317(b)  4.03
318(a)  13.09
 
 (1)This Cross-Reference Table does not constitute part of the Indenture and shall not have any bearing on the interpretation of any of its terms or

provisions.
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INDENTURE

 
INDENTURE, dated as of [●], 20[●], among CN ENERGY GROUP. INC., a BVI company (the “Company”), and [TRUSTEE], as trustee (the “Trustee”).
 
WHEREAS, for its lawful corporate purposes, the Company has duly authorized the execution and delivery of this Indenture to provide for the issuance of
subordinated debt securities (hereinafter referred to as the “Securities”), in an unlimited aggregate principal amount to be issued from time to time in one or
more series as in this Indenture provided, as registered Securities without coupons, to be authenticated by the certificate of the Trustee;
 



 

 
WHEREAS, to provide the terms and conditions upon which the Securities are to be authenticated, issued and delivered, the Company has duly authorized
the execution of this Indenture; and
 
WHEREAS, all things necessary to make this Indenture a valid agreement of the Company, in accordance with its terms, have been done.
 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the purchase of the Securities by the holders thereof, it is mutually covenanted and agreed as
follows for the equal and ratable benefit of the holders of Securities:
 

ARTICLE 1
 

DEFINITIONS
 
Section 1.01 Definitions of Terms.
 
The terms defined in this Section (except as in this Indenture or any indenture supplemental hereto otherwise expressly provided or unless the context
otherwise requires) for all purposes of this Indenture and of any indenture supplemental hereto shall have the respective meanings specified in this
Section and shall include the plural as well as the singular. All other terms used in this Indenture that are defined in the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as
amended, or that are by reference in such Act defined in the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (except as herein or any indenture supplemental hereto
otherwise expressly provided or unless the context otherwise requires), shall have the meanings assigned to such terms in said Trust Indenture Act and in
said Securities Act as in force at the date of the execution of this instrument.
 
“Authenticating Agent” means an authenticating agent with respect to all or any of the series of Securities appointed by the Trustee pursuant to
Section 2.10.
 
“Bankruptcy Law” means Title 11, U.S. Code, or any similar federal or state law for the relief of debtors.
 
“Board of Directors” means the Board of Directors of the Company or any duly authorized committee of such Board.
 
“Board Resolution” means a copy of a resolution certified by the Secretary or an Assistant Secretary of the Company to have been duly adopted by the
Board of Directors and to be in full force and effect on the date of such certification.
 
“Business Day” means, with respect to any series of Securities, any day other than a day on which federal or state banking institutions in the Borough of
Manhattan, the City of New York, or in the city of the Corporate Trust Office of the Trustee, are authorized or obligated by law, executive order or
regulation to close.
 
“Certificate” means a certificate signed by any Officer. The Certificate need not comply with the provisions of Section 13.07.
 
“Company” means CN ENERGY GROUP. INC., a BVI company, and, subject to the provisions of Article Ten, shall also include its successors and
assigns.
 
“Corporate Trust Office” means the office of the Trustee at which, at any particular time, its corporate trust business shall be principally administered,
which office at the date hereof is located at [ ].
 
“Custodian” means any receiver, trustee, assignee, liquidator or similar official under any Bankruptcy Law.
 
“Default” means any event, act or condition that with notice or lapse of time, or both, would constitute an Event of Default.
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“Depositary” means, with respect to Securities of any series for which the Company shall determine that such Securities will be issued as a Global Security,
The Depository Trust Company, New York, New York, another clearing agency, or any successor registered as a clearing agency under the Securities and
Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”), or other applicable statute or regulation, which, in each case, shall be designated by the
Company pursuant to either Section 2.01 or 2.11.
 
“Event of Default” means, with respect to Securities of a particular series, any event specified in Section 6.01, continued for the period of time, if any,
therein designated.
 
“Global Security” means, with respect to any series of Securities, a Security executed by the Company and delivered by the Trustee to the Depositary or
pursuant to the Depositary’s instruction, all in accordance with the Indenture, which shall be registered in the name of the Depositary or its nominee.
 
“Governmental Obligations” means securities that are (a) direct obligations of the United States of America for the payment of which its full faith and
credit is pledged or (b) obligations of a Person controlled or supervised by and acting as an agency or instrumentality of the United States of America, the
payment of which is unconditionally guaranteed as a full faith and credit obligation by the United States of America that, in either case, are not callable or
redeemable at the option of the issuer thereof at any time prior to the stated maturity of the Securities, and shall also include a depositary receipt issued by a
bank or trust company as custodian with respect to any such Governmental Obligation or a specific payment of principal of or interest on any such
Governmental Obligation held by such custodian for the account of the holder of such depositary receipt; provided, however, that (except as required by
law) such custodian is not authorized to make any deduction from the amount payable to the holder of such depositary receipt from any amount received by
the custodian in respect of the Governmental Obligation or the specific payment of principal of or interest on the Governmental Obligation evidenced by
such depositary receipt.
 
“herein”, “hereof” and “hereunder”, and other words of similar import, refer to this Indenture as a whole and not to any particular Article, Section or other
subdivision.
 
“Indenture” means this instrument as originally executed or as it may from time to time be supplemented or amended by one or more indentures
supplemental hereto entered into in accordance with the terms hereof.
 
“Interest Payment Date”, when used with respect to any installment of interest on a Security of a particular series, means the date specified in such
Security or in a Board Resolution or in an indenture supplemental hereto with respect to such series as the fixed date on which an installment of interest
with respect to Securities of that series is due and payable.
 
“Officer” means, with respect to the Company, the chairman of the Board of Directors, a chief executive officer, a president, a chief financial officer, chief
operating officer, any executive vice president, any senior vice president, any vice president, the treasurer or any assistant treasurer, the controller or any
assistant controller or the secretary or any assistant secretary.
 
“Officers’ Certificate” means a certificate signed by any two Officers. Each such certificate shall include the statements provided for in Section 13.07, if
and to the extent required by the provisions thereof.
 
“Opinion of Counsel” means an opinion in writing subject to customary exceptions of legal counsel, who may be an employee of or counsel for the
Company, that is delivered to the Trustee in accordance with the terms hereof. Each such opinion shall include the statements provided for in Section 13.07,
if and to the extent required by the provisions thereof.
 
“Outstanding”, when used with reference to Securities of any series, means, subject to the provisions of Section 8.04, as of any particular time, all
Securities of that series theretofore authenticated and delivered by the Trustee under this Indenture, except (a) Securities theretofore canceled by the Trustee
or any paying agent, or delivered to the Trustee or any paying agent for cancellation or that have previously been canceled; (b) Securities or portions
thereof for the payment or redemption of which moneys or Governmental Obligations in the necessary amount shall have been deposited in trust with the
Trustee or with any paying agent (other than the Company) or shall have been set aside and segregated in trust by the Company (if the Company shall act
as its own paying agent); provided, however, that if such Securities or portions of such Securities are to be redeemed prior to the maturity thereof, notice of
such redemption shall have been given as in Article Three provided, or provision satisfactory to the Trustee shall have been made for giving such notice;
and (c) Securities in lieu of or in substitution for which other Securities shall have been authenticated and delivered pursuant to the terms of Section 2.07.
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“Person” means any individual, corporation, partnership, joint venture, joint-stock company, limited liability company, association, trust, unincorporated
organization, any other entity or organization, including a government or political subdivision or an agency or instrumentality thereof.
 
“Predecessor Security” of any particular Security means every previous Security evidencing all or a portion of the same debt as that evidenced by such
particular Security; and, for the purposes of this definition, any Security authenticated and delivered under Section 2.07 in lieu of a lost, destroyed or stolen
Security shall be deemed to evidence the same debt as the lost, destroyed or stolen Security.
 
“Responsible Officer” when used with respect to the Trustee means the chairman of its board of directors, the chief executive officer, the president, any
vice president, the secretary, the treasurer, any trust officer, any corporate trust officer or any other officer or assistant officer of the Trustee customarily
performing functions similar to those performed by the Persons who at the time shall be such officers, respectively, or to whom any corporate trust matter is
referred because of his or her knowledge of and familiarity with the particular subject.
 
“Securities” means the debt Securities authenticated and delivered under this Indenture.
 
“Securityholder”, “holder of Securities”, “registered holder”, or other similar term, means the Person or Persons in whose name or names a particular
Security shall be registered on the books of the Company kept for that purpose in accordance with the terms of this Indenture.
 
“Security Register” and “Security Registrar” shall have the meanings as set forth in Section 2.05.
 
“Subsidiary” means, with respect to any Person, (i) any corporation at least a majority of whose outstanding Voting Stock shall at the time be owned,
directly or indirectly, by such Person or by one or more of its Subsidiaries or by such Person and one or more of its Subsidiaries, (ii) any general
partnership, joint venture or similar entity, at least a majority of whose outstanding partnership or similar interests shall at the time be owned by such
Person, or by one or more of its Subsidiaries, or by such Person and one or more of its Subsidiaries and (iii) any limited partnership of which such Person
or any of its Subsidiaries is a general partner.
 
“Trustee” means, and, subject to the provisions of Article Seven, shall also include its successors and assigns, and, if at any time there is more than one
Person acting in such capacity hereunder, “Trustee” shall mean each such Person. The term “Trustee” as used with respect to a particular series of the
Securities shall mean the trustee with respect to that series.
 
“Trust Indenture Act” means the Trust Indenture Act of 1939, as amended.
 
“Voting Stock”, as applied to stock of any Person, means shares, interests, participations or other equivalents in the equity interest (however designated) in
such Person having ordinary voting power for the election of a majority of the directors (or the equivalent) of such Person, other than shares, interests,
participations or other equivalents having such power only by reason of the occurrence of a contingency.
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ARTICLE 2

 
ISSUE, DESCRIPTION, TERMS, EXECUTION, REGISTRATION AND

EXCHANGE OF SECURITIES
 
Section 2.01 Designation and Terms of Securities.
 

(a) The aggregate principal amount of Securities that may be authenticated and delivered under this Indenture is unlimited. The Securities may be
issued in one or more series up to the aggregate principal amount of Securities of that series from time to time authorized by or pursuant to a Board
Resolution or pursuant to one or more indentures supplemental hereto. Prior to the initial issuance of Securities of any series, there shall be established in or
pursuant to a Board Resolution, and set forth in an Officers’ Certificate, or established in one or more indentures supplemental hereto:
 

(1) the title of the Securities of the series (which shall distinguish the Securities of that series from all other Securities);
 

(2) any limit upon the aggregate principal amount of the Securities of that series that may be authenticated and delivered under this
Indenture (except for Securities authenticated and delivered upon registration of transfer of, or in exchange for, or in lieu of, other Securities of that series);
 

(3) the date or dates on which the principal of the Securities of the series is payable, any original issue discount that may apply to the
Securities of that series upon their issuance, the principal amount due at maturity, and the place(s) of payment;
 

(4) the rate or rates at which the Securities of the series shall bear interest or the manner of calculation of such rate or rates, if any;
 

(5) the date or dates from which such interest shall accrue, the Interest Payment Dates on which such interest will be payable or the
manner of determination of such Interest Payment Dates, the place(s) of payment, and the record date for the determination of holders to whom interest is
payable on any such Interest Payment Dates or the manner of determination of such record dates;
 

(6) the right, if any, to extend the interest payment periods and the duration of such extension;
 

(7) the period or periods within which, the price or prices at which and the terms and conditions upon which Securities of the series may
be redeemed, in whole or in part, at the option of the Company;
 

(8) the obligation, if any, of the Company to redeem or purchase Securities of the series pursuant to any sinking fund, mandatory
redemption, or analogous provisions (including payments made in cash in satisfaction of future sinking fund obligations) or at the option of a holder thereof
and the period or periods within which, the price or prices at which, and the terms and conditions upon which, Securities of the series shall be redeemed or
purchased, in whole or in part, pursuant to such obligation;
 

(9) the form of the Securities of the series including the form of the Certificate of Authentication for such series;
 

(10) if other than denominations of one thousand U.S. dollars ($1,000) or any integral multiple thereof, the denominations in which the
Securities of the series shall be issuable;
 

(11) any and all other terms (including terms, to the extent applicable, relating to any auction or remarketing of the Securities of that
series and any security for the obligations of the Company with respect to such Securities) with respect to such series (which terms shall not be inconsistent
with the terms of this Indenture, as amended by any supplemental indenture) including any terms which may be required by or advisable under United
States laws or regulations or advisable in connection with the marketing of Securities of that series;
 

(12) whether the Securities are issuable as a Global Security and, in such case, the terms and the identity of the Depositary for such
series;
 

(13) whether the Securities will be convertible into or exchangeable for ordinary shares or other securities of the Company or any other
Person and, if so, the terms and conditions upon which such Securities will be so convertible or exchangeable, including the conversion or exchange price,
as applicable, or how it will be calculated and may be adjusted, any mandatory or optional (at the Company’s option or the holders’ option) conversion or
exchange features, and the applicable conversion or exchange period;
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(14) if other than the principal amount thereof, the portion of the principal amount of Securities of the series which shall be payable upon

declaration of acceleration of the maturity thereof pursuant to Section 6.01;
 

(15) any additional or different Events of Default or restrictive covenants (which may include, among other restrictions, restrictions on
the Company’s ability or the ability of the Company’s Subsidiaries to: incur additional indebtedness; issue additional securities; create liens; pay dividends
or make distributions in respect of their capital stock; redeem capital stock; place restrictions on such Subsidiaries placing restrictions on their ability to pay
dividends, make distributions or transfer assets; make investments or other restricted payments; sell or otherwise dispose of assets; enter into sale-leaseback
transactions; engage in transactions with shareholders and affiliates; issue or sell shares of their Subsidiaries; or effect a consolidation or merger) or
financial covenants (which may include, among other financial covenants, financial covenants that require the Company and its Subsidiaries to maintain
specified interest coverage, fixed charge, cash flow-based or asset-based ratios) provided for with respect to the Securities of the series;
 

(16) if other than dollars, the coin or currency in which the Securities of the series are denominated (including, but not limited to, foreign
currency);
 

(17) the terms and conditions, if any, upon which the Company shall pay amounts in addition to the stated interest, premium, if any and
principal amounts of the Securities of the series to any Securityholder that is not a “United States person” for federal tax purposes;
 

(18) any restrictions on transfer, sale or assignment of the Securities of the series; and
 

(19) the subordination terms of the Securities of the series.
 
All Securities of any one series shall be substantially identical except as to denomination and except as may otherwise be provided in or pursuant to any
such Board Resolution or in any indentures supplemental hereto.
 
If any of the terms of the series are established by action taken pursuant to a Board Resolution of the Company, a copy of an appropriate record of such
action shall be certified by the secretary or an assistant secretary of the Company and delivered to the Trustee at or prior to the delivery of the Officers’
Certificate of the Company setting forth the terms of the series.
 
Securities of any particular series may be issued at various times, with different dates on which the principal or any installment of principal is payable, with
different rates of interest, if any, or different methods by which rates of interest may be determined, with different dates on which such interest may be
payable and with different redemption dates.
 
Section 2.02 Form of Securities and Trustee’s Certificate.
 
The Securities of any series and the Trustee’s certificate of authentication to be borne by such Securities shall be substantially of the tenor and purport as
set forth in one or more indentures supplemental hereto or as provided in a Board Resolution, and set forth in an Officers’ Certificate, and they may have
such letters, numbers or other marks of identification or designation and such legends or endorsements printed, lithographed or engraved thereon as the
Company may deem appropriate and as are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Indenture, or as may be required to comply with any law or with any
rule or regulation made pursuant thereto or with any rule or regulation of any securities exchange on which Securities of that series may be listed, or to
conform to usage.
 
Section 2.03 Denominations: Provisions for Payment.
 
The Securities shall be issuable as registered Securities and in the denominations of one thousand U.S. dollars ($1,000) or any integral multiple thereof,
subject to Section 2.01(a)(10). The Securities of a particular series shall bear interest payable on the dates and at the rate specified with respect to that
series. Subject to Section 2.01(a)(16), the principal of and the interest on the Securities of any series, as well as any premium thereon in case of redemption
thereof prior to maturity, shall be payable in the coin or currency of the United States of America that at the time is legal tender for public and private debt,
at the office or agency of the Company maintained for that purpose in the Borough of Manhattan, the City and State of New York. Each Security shall be
dated the date of its authentication. Interest on the Securities shall be computed on the basis of a 360-day year composed of twelve 30-day months.
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The interest installment on any Security that is payable, and is punctually paid or duly provided for, on any Interest Payment Date for Securities of that
series shall be paid to the Person in whose name said Security (or one or more Predecessor Securities) is registered at the close of business on the regular
record date for such interest installment. In the event that any Security of a particular series or portion thereof is called for redemption and the redemption
date is subsequent to a regular record date with respect to any Interest Payment Date and prior to such Interest Payment Date, interest on such Security will
be paid upon presentation and surrender of such Security as provided in Section 3.03.
 
Any interest on any Security that is payable, but is not punctually paid or duly provided for, on any Interest Payment Date for Securities of the same series
(herein called “Defaulted Interest”) shall forthwith cease to be payable to the registered holder on the relevant regular record date by virtue of having been
such holder; and such Defaulted Interest shall be paid by the Company, at its election, as provided in clause (1) or clause (2) below:
 

(1) The Company may make payment of any Defaulted Interest on Securities to the Persons in whose names such Securities (or their
respective Predecessor Securities) are registered at the close of business on a special record date for the payment of such Defaulted Interest, which shall be
fixed in the following manner: the Company shall notify the Trustee in writing of the amount of Defaulted Interest proposed to be paid on each such
Security and the date of the proposed payment, and at the same time the Company shall deposit with the Trustee an amount of money equal to the
aggregate amount proposed to be paid in respect of such Defaulted Interest or shall make arrangements satisfactory to the Trustee for such deposit prior to
the date of the proposed payment, such money when deposited to be held in trust for the benefit of the Persons entitled to such Defaulted Interest as in this
clause provided. Thereupon the Trustee shall fix a special record date for the payment of such Defaulted Interest which shall not be more than 15 nor less
than 10 days prior to the date of the proposed payment and not less than 10 days after the receipt by the Trustee of the notice of the proposed payment. The
Trustee shall promptly notify the Company of such special record date and, in the name and at the expense of the Company, shall cause notice of the
proposed payment of such Defaulted Interest and the special record date therefor to be mailed, first class postage prepaid, to each Securityholder at his or
her address as it appears in the Security Register (as hereinafter defined), not less than 10 days prior to such special record date. Notice of the proposed
payment of such Defaulted Interest and the special record date therefor having been mailed as aforesaid, such Defaulted Interest shall be paid to the Persons
in whose names such Securities (or their respective Predecessor Securities) are registered on such special record date.
 

(2) The Company may make payment of any Defaulted Interest on any Securities in any other lawful manner not inconsistent with the
requirements of any securities exchange on which such Securities may be listed, and upon such notice as may be required by such exchange, if, after notice
given by the Company to the Trustee of the proposed payment pursuant to this clause, such manner of payment shall be deemed practicable by the Trustee.
 
Unless otherwise set forth in a Board Resolution or one or more indentures supplemental hereto establishing the terms of any series of Securities pursuant
to Section 2.01 hereof, the term “regular record date” as used in this Section with respect to a series of Securities and any Interest Payment Date for such
series shall mean either the fifteenth day of the month immediately preceding the month in which an Interest Payment Date established for such series
pursuant to Section 2.01 hereof shall occur, if such Interest Payment Date is the first day of a month, or the first day of the month in which an Interest
Payment Date established for such series pursuant to Section 2.01 hereof shall occur, if such Interest Payment Date is the fifteenth day of a month, whether
or not such date is a Business Day.
 
Subject to the foregoing provisions of this Section, each Security of a series delivered under this Indenture upon transfer of or in exchange for or in lieu of
any other Security of such series shall carry the rights to interest accrued and unpaid, and to accrue, that were carried by such other Security.
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Section 2.04 Execution and Authentication.
 
The Securities shall be signed on behalf of the Company by one of its Officers. Signatures may be in the form of a manual or facsimile signature.
 
The Company may use the facsimile signature of any Person who shall have been an Officer, notwithstanding the fact that at the time the Securities shall be
authenticated and delivered or disposed of such Person shall have ceased to be such an officer of the Company. The Securities may contain such notations,
legends or endorsements required by law, stock exchange rule or usage. Each Security shall be dated the date of its authentication by the Trustee.
 
A Security shall not be valid until authenticated manually by an authorized signatory of the Trustee, or by an Authenticating Agent. Such signature shall be
conclusive evidence that the Security so authenticated has been duly authenticated and delivered hereunder and that the holder is entitled to the benefits of
this Indenture. At any time and from time to time after the execution and delivery of this Indenture, the Company may deliver Securities of any series
executed by the Company to the Trustee for authentication, together with a written order of the Company for the authentication and delivery of such
Securities, signed by an Officer, and the Trustee in accordance with such written order shall authenticate and deliver such Securities.
 
In authenticating such Securities and accepting the additional responsibilities under this Indenture in relation to such Securities, the Trustee shall be entitled
to receive, and (subject to Section 7.01) shall be fully protected in relying upon, an Opinion of Counsel stating that the form and terms thereof have been
established in conformity with the provisions of this Indenture.
 
The Trustee shall not be required to authenticate such Securities if the issue of such Securities pursuant to this Indenture will affect the Trustee’s own
rights, duties or immunities under the Securities and this Indenture or otherwise in a manner that is not reasonably acceptable to the Trustee.
 
Section 2.05 Registration of Transfer and Exchange.
 

(a) Securities of any series may be exchanged upon presentation thereof at the office or agency of the Company designated for such purpose in the
Borough of Manhattan, the City and State of New York, for other Securities of such series of authorized denominations, and for a like aggregate principal
amount, upon payment of a sum sufficient to cover any tax or other governmental charge in relation thereto, all as provided in this Section. In respect of
any Securities so surrendered for exchange, the Company shall execute, the Trustee shall authenticate and such office or agency shall deliver in exchange
therefor the Security or Securities of the same series that the Securityholder making the exchange shall be entitled to receive, bearing numbers not
contemporaneously outstanding.
 

(b) The Company shall keep, or cause to be kept, at its office or agency designated for such purpose in the Borough of Manhattan, the City and
State of New York, or such other location designated by the Company, a register or registers (herein referred to as the “Security Register”) in which, subject
to such reasonable regulations as it may prescribe, the Company shall register the Securities and the transfers of Securities as in this Article provided and
which at all reasonable times shall be open for inspection by the Trustee. The registrar for the purpose of registering Securities and transfer of Securities as
herein provided shall be appointed as authorized by Board Resolution (the “Security Registrar”).
 
Upon surrender for transfer of any Security at the office or agency of the Company designated for such purpose, the Company shall execute, the Trustee
shall authenticate and such office or agency shall deliver in the name of the transferee or transferees a new Security or Securities of the same series as the
Security presented for a like aggregate principal amount.
 
All Securities presented or surrendered for exchange or registration of transfer, as provided in this Section, shall be accompanied (if so required by the
Company or the Security Registrar) by a written instrument or instruments of transfer, in form satisfactory to the Company or the Security Registrar, duly
executed by the registered holder or by such holder’s duly authorized attorney in writing.
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(c) Except as provided pursuant to Section 2.01 pursuant to a Board Resolution, and set forth in an Officers’ Certificate, or established in one or

more indentures supplemental to this Indenture, no service charge shall be made for any exchange or registration of transfer of Securities, or issue of new
Securities in case of partial redemption of any series, but the Company may require payment of a sum sufficient to cover any tax or other governmental
charge in relation thereto, other than exchanges pursuant to Section 2.06, Section 3.03(b) and Section 9.04 not involving any transfer.
 

(d) The Company shall not be required (i) to issue, exchange or register the transfer of any Securities during a period beginning at the opening of
business 15 days before the day of the mailing of a notice of redemption of less than all the Outstanding Securities of the same series and ending at the
close of business on the day of such mailing, nor (ii) to register the transfer of or exchange any Securities of any series or portions thereof called for
redemption, other than the unredeemed portion of any such Securities being redeemed in part. The provisions of this Section 2.05 are, with respect to any
Global Security, subject to Section 2.11 hereof.
 
Section 2.06 Temporary Securities.
 
Pending the preparation of definitive Securities of any series, the Company may execute, and the Trustee shall authenticate and deliver, temporary
Securities (printed, lithographed or typewritten) of any authorized denomination. Such temporary Securities shall be substantially in the form of the
definitive Securities in lieu of which they are issued, but with such omissions, insertions and variations as may be appropriate for temporary Securities, all
as may be determined by the Company. Every temporary Security of any series shall be executed by the Company and be authenticated by the Trustee upon
the same conditions and in substantially the same manner, and with like effect, as the definitive Securities of such series. Without unnecessary delay the
Company will execute and will furnish definitive Securities of such series and thereupon any or all temporary Securities of such series may be surrendered
in exchange therefor (without charge to the holders), at the office or agency of the Company designated for the purpose in the Borough of Manhattan, the
City and State of New York, and the Trustee shall authenticate and such office or agency shall deliver in exchange for such temporary Securities an equal
aggregate principal amount of definitive Securities of such series, unless the Company advises the Trustee to the effect that definitive Securities need not be
executed and furnished until further notice from the Company. Until so exchanged, the temporary Securities of such series shall be entitled to the same
benefits under this Indenture as definitive Securities of such series authenticated and delivered hereunder.
 
Section 2.07 Mutilated, Destroyed, Lost or Stolen Securities.
 
In case any temporary or definitive Security shall become mutilated or be destroyed, lost or stolen, the Company (subject to the next succeeding sentence)
shall execute, and upon the Company’s request the Trustee (subject as aforesaid) shall authenticate and deliver, a new Security of the same series, bearing a
number not contemporaneously outstanding, in exchange and substitution for the mutilated Security, or in lieu of and in substitution for the Security so
destroyed, lost or stolen. In every case the applicant for a substituted Security shall furnish to the Company and the Trustee such security or indemnity as
may be required by them to save each of them harmless, and, in every case of destruction, loss or theft, the applicant shall also furnish to the Company and
the Trustee evidence to their satisfaction of the destruction, loss or theft of the applicant’s Security and of the ownership thereof. The Trustee may
authenticate any such substituted Security and deliver the same upon the written request or authorization of any officer of the Company. Upon the issuance
of any substituted Security, the Company may require the payment of a sum sufficient to cover any tax or other governmental charge that may be imposed
in relation thereto and any other expenses (including the fees and expenses of the Trustee) connected therewith.
 
In case any Security that has matured or is about to mature shall become mutilated or be destroyed, lost or stolen, the Company may, instead of issuing a
substitute Security, pay or authorize the payment of the same (without surrender thereof except in the case of a mutilated Security) if the applicant for such
payment shall furnish to the Company and the Trustee such security or indemnity as they may require to save them harmless, and, in case of destruction,
loss or theft, evidence to the satisfaction of the Company and the Trustee of the destruction, loss or theft of such Security and of the ownership thereof.
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Every replacement Security issued pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall constitute an additional contractual obligation of the Company whether
or not the mutilated, destroyed, lost or stolen Security shall be found at any time, or be enforceable by anyone, and shall be entitled to all the benefits of this
Indenture equally and proportionately with any and all other Securities of the same series duly issued hereunder. All Securities shall be held and owned
upon the express condition that the foregoing provisions are exclusive with respect to the replacement or payment of mutilated, destroyed, lost or stolen
Securities, and shall preclude (to the extent lawful) any and all other rights or remedies, notwithstanding any law or statute existing or hereafter enacted to
the contrary with respect to the replacement or payment of negotiable instruments or other securities without their surrender.
 
Section 2.08 Cancellation.
 
All Securities surrendered for the purpose of payment, redemption, exchange or registration of transfer shall, if surrendered to the Company or any paying
agent, be delivered to the Trustee for cancellation, or, if surrendered to the Trustee, shall be cancelled by it, and no Securities shall be issued in lieu thereof
except as expressly required or permitted by any of the provisions of this Indenture. In the absence of such request the Trustee may dispose of canceled
Securities in accordance with its standard procedures and deliver a certificate of disposition to the Company. If the Company shall otherwise acquire any of
the Securities, however, such acquisition shall not operate as a redemption or satisfaction of the indebtedness represented by such Securities unless and
until the same are delivered to the Trustee for cancellation.
 
Section 2.09 Benefits of Indenture.
 
Nothing in this Indenture or in the Securities, express or implied, shall give or be construed to give to any Person, other than the parties hereto and the
holders of the Securities (and, with respect to the provisions of Article Fourteen, the holders of any indebtedness of the Company to which the Securities of
any series are subordinated) any legal or equitable right, remedy or claim under or in respect of this Indenture, or under any covenant, condition or
provision herein contained; all such covenants, conditions and provisions being for the sole benefit of the parties hereto and of the holders of the Securities
(and, with respect to the provisions of Article Fourteen, the holders of any indebtedness of the Company to which the Securities of any series are
subordinated).
 
Section 2.10 Authenticating Agent.
 
So long as any of the Securities of any series remain Outstanding there may be an Authenticating Agent for any or all such series of Securities which the
Trustee shall have the right to appoint. Said Authenticating Agent shall be authorized to act on behalf of the Trustee to authenticate Securities of such series
issued upon exchange, transfer or partial redemption thereof, and Securities so authenticated shall be entitled to the benefits of this Indenture and shall be
valid and obligatory for all purposes as if authenticated by the Trustee hereunder. All references in this Indenture to the authentication of Securities by the
Trustee shall be deemed to include authentication by an Authenticating Agent for such series. Each Authenticating Agent shall be acceptable to the
Company and shall be a corporation that has a combined capital and surplus, as most recently reported or determined by it, sufficient under the laws of any
jurisdiction under which it is organized or in which it is doing business to conduct a trust business, and that is otherwise authorized under such laws to
conduct such business and is subject to supervision or examination by federal or state authorities. If at any time any Authenticating Agent shall cease to be
eligible in accordance with these provisions, it shall resign immediately.
 
Any Authenticating Agent may at any time resign by giving written notice of resignation to the Trustee and to the Company. The Trustee may at any time
(and upon request by the Company shall) terminate the agency of any Authenticating Agent by giving written notice of termination to such Authenticating
Agent and to the Company. Upon resignation, termination or cessation of eligibility of any Authenticating Agent, the Trustee may appoint an eligible
successor Authenticating Agent acceptable to the Company. Any successor Authenticating Agent, upon acceptance of its appointment hereunder, shall
become vested with all the rights, powers and duties of its predecessor hereunder as if originally named as an Authenticating Agent pursuant hereto.
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Section 2.11 Global Securities.
 

(a) If the Company shall establish pursuant to Section 2.01 that the Securities of a particular series are to be issued as a Global Security, then the
Company shall execute and the Trustee shall, in accordance with Section 2.04, authenticate and deliver, a Global Security that (i) shall represent, and shall
be denominated in an amount equal to the aggregate principal amount of, all of the Outstanding Securities of such series, (ii) shall be registered in the name
of the Depositary or its nominee, (iii) shall be delivered by the Trustee to the Depositary or pursuant to the Depositary’s instruction and (iv) shall bear a
legend substantially to the following effect: “Except as otherwise provided in Section 2.11 of the Indenture, this Security may be transferred, in whole but
not in part, only to another nominee of the Depositary or to a successor Depositary or to a nominee of such successor Depositary.”
 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 2.05, the Global Security of a series may be transferred, in whole but not in part and in the manner
provided in Section 2.05, only to another nominee of the Depositary for such series, or to a successor Depositary for such series selected or approved by the
Company or to a nominee of such successor Depositary.
 

(c) If at any time the Depositary for a series of the Securities notifies the Company that it is unwilling or unable to continue as Depositary for such
series or if at any time the Depositary for such series shall no longer be registered or in good standing under the Exchange Act, or other applicable statute
or regulation, and a successor Depositary for such series is not appointed by the Company within 90 days after the Company receives such notice or
becomes aware of such condition, as the case may be, or if an Event of Default has occurred and is continuing and the Company has received a request
from the Depositary, this Section 2.11 shall no longer be applicable to the Securities of such series and the Company will execute, and subject to
Section 2.04, the Trustee will authenticate and deliver the Securities of such series in definitive registered form without coupons, in authorized
denominations, and in an aggregate principal amount equal to the principal amount of the Global Security of such series in exchange for such Global
Security. In addition, the Company may at any time determine that the Securities of any series shall no longer be represented by a Global Security and that
the provisions of this Section 2.11 shall no longer apply to the Securities of such series. In such event the Company will execute and, subject to
Section 2.04, the Trustee, upon receipt of an Officers’ Certificate evidencing such determination by the Company, will authenticate and deliver the
Securities of such series in definitive registered form without coupons, in authorized denominations, and in an aggregate principal amount equal to the
principal amount of the Global Security of such series in exchange for such Global Security. Upon the exchange of the Global Security for such Securities
in definitive registered form without coupons, in authorized denominations, the Global Security shall be canceled by the Trustee. Such Securities in
definitive registered form issued in exchange for the Global Security pursuant to this Section 2.11(c) shall be registered in such names and in such
authorized denominations as the Depositary, pursuant to instructions from its direct or indirect participants or otherwise, shall instruct the Trustee. The
Trustee shall deliver such Securities to the Depositary for delivery to the Persons in whose names such Securities are so registered.
 

ARTICLE 3
 

REDEMPTION OF SECURITIES AND SINKING FUND PROVISIONS
 
Section 3.01 Redemption.
 
The Company may redeem the Securities of any series issued hereunder on and after the dates and in accordance with the terms established for such series
pursuant to Section 2.01 hereof.
 
Section 3.02 Notice of Redemption.
 

(a) In case the Company shall desire to exercise such right to redeem all or, as the case may be, a portion of the Securities of any series in
accordance with any right the Company reserved for itself to do so pursuant to Section 2.01 hereof, the Company shall, or shall cause the Trustee to, give
notice of such redemption to holders of the Securities of such series to be redeemed by mailing, first class postage prepaid, a notice of such redemption not
less than 30 days and not more than 90 days before the date fixed for redemption of that series to such holders at their last addresses as they shall appear
upon the Security Register, unless a shorter period is specified in the Securities to be redeemed. Any notice that is mailed in the manner herein provided
shall be conclusively presumed to have been duly given, whether or not the registered holder receives the notice. In any case, failure duly to give such
notice to the holder of any Security of any series designated for redemption in whole or in part, or any defect in the notice, shall not affect the validity of
the proceedings for the redemption of any other Securities of such series or any other series. In the case of any redemption of Securities prior to the
expiration of any restriction on such redemption provided in the terms of such Securities or elsewhere in this Indenture, the Company shall furnish the
Trustee with an Officers’ Certificate evidencing compliance with any such restriction.
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Each such notice of redemption shall specify the date fixed for redemption and the redemption price at which Securities of that series are to be redeemed,
and shall state that payment of the redemption price of such Securities to be redeemed will be made at the office or agency of the Company in the Borough
of Manhattan, the City and State of New York, upon presentation and surrender of such Securities, that interest accrued to the date fixed for redemption
will be paid as specified in said notice, that from and after said date interest will cease to accrue and that the redemption is for a sinking fund, if such is the
case. If less than all the Securities of a series are to be redeemed, the notice to the holders of Securities of that series to be redeemed in part shall specify the
particular Securities to be so redeemed.
 
In case any Security is to be redeemed in part only, the notice that relates to such Security shall state the portion of the principal amount thereof to be
redeemed, and shall state that on and after the redemption date, upon surrender of such Security, a new Security or Securities of such series in principal
amount equal to the unredeemed portion thereof will be issued.
 

(b) If less than all the Securities of a series are to be redeemed, the Company shall give the Trustee at least 45 days’ notice (unless a shorter notice
shall be satisfactory to the Trustee) in advance of the date fixed for redemption as to the aggregate principal amount of Securities of the series to be
redeemed, and thereupon the Trustee shall select, by lot or in such other manner as it shall deem appropriate and fair in its discretion and that may provide
for the selection of a portion or portions (equal to one thousand U.S. dollars ($1,000) or any integral multiple thereof) of the principal amount of such
Securities of a denomination larger than $1,000, the Securities to be redeemed and shall thereafter promptly notify the Company in writing of the numbers
of the Securities to be redeemed, in whole or in part. The Company may, if and whenever it shall so elect, by delivery of instructions signed on its behalf by
an Officer, instruct the Trustee or any paying agent to call all or any part of the Securities of a particular series for redemption and to give notice of
redemption in the manner set forth in this Section, such notice to be in the name of the Company or its own name as the Trustee or such paying agent may
deem advisable. In any case in which notice of redemption is to be given by the Trustee or any such paying agent, the Company shall deliver or cause to be
delivered to, or permit to remain with, the Trustee or such paying agent, as the case may be, such Security Register, transfer books or other records, or
suitable copies or extracts therefrom, sufficient to enable the Trustee or such paying agent to give any notice by mail that may be required under the
provisions of this Section.
 
Section 3.03 Payment Upon Redemption.
 

(a) If the giving of notice of redemption shall have been completed as above provided, the Securities or portions of Securities of the series to be
redeemed specified in such notice shall become due and payable on the date and at the place stated in such notice at the applicable redemption price,
together with interest accrued to the date fixed for redemption and interest on such Securities or portions of Securities shall cease to accrue on and after the
date fixed for redemption, unless the Company shall default in the payment of such redemption price and accrued interest with respect to any such Security
or portion thereof. On presentation and surrender of such Securities on or after the date fixed for redemption at the place of payment specified in the notice,
said Securities shall be paid and redeemed at the applicable redemption price for such series, together with interest accrued thereon to the date fixed for
redemption (but if the date fixed for redemption is an interest payment date, the interest installment payable on such date shall be payable to the registered
holder at the close of business on the applicable record date pursuant to Section 2.03).
 

(b) Upon presentation of any Security of such series that is to be redeemed in part only, the Company shall execute and the Trustee shall
authenticate and the office or agency where the Security is presented shall deliver to the holder thereof, at the expense of the Company, a new Security of
the same series of authorized denominations in principal amount equal to the unredeemed portion of the Security so presented.
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Section 3.04 Sinking Fund.
 
The provisions of Sections 3.04, 3.05 and 3.06 shall be applicable to any sinking fund for the retirement of Securities of a series, except as otherwise
specified as contemplated by Section 2.01 for Securities of such series.
 
The minimum amount of any sinking fund payment provided for by the terms of Securities of any series is herein referred to as a “mandatory sinking fund
payment,” and any payment in excess of such minimum amount provided for by the terms of Securities of any series is herein referred to as an “optional
sinking fund payment”. If provided for by the terms of Securities of any series, the cash amount of any sinking fund payment may be subject to reduction
as provided in Section 3.05. Each sinking fund payment shall be applied to the redemption of Securities of any series as provided for by the terms of
Securities of such series.
 
Section 3.05 Satisfaction of Sinking Fund Payments with Securities.
 
The Company (i) may deliver Outstanding Securities of a series and (ii) may apply as a credit Securities of a series that have been redeemed either at the
election of the Company pursuant to the terms of such Securities or through the application of permitted optional sinking fund payments pursuant to the
terms of such Securities, in each case in satisfaction of all or any part of any sinking fund payment with respect to the Securities of such series required to
be made pursuant to the terms of such Securities as provided for by the terms of such series, provided that such Securities have not been previously so
credited. Such Securities shall be received and credited for such purpose by the Trustee at the redemption price specified in such Securities for redemption
through operation of the sinking fund and the amount of such sinking fund payment shall be reduced accordingly.
 
Section 3.06 Redemption of Securities for Sinking Fund.
 
Not less than 45 days prior to each sinking fund payment date for any series of Securities (unless a shorter period shall be satisfactory to the Trustee), the
Company will deliver to the Trustee an Officers’ Certificate specifying the amount of the next ensuing sinking fund payment for that series pursuant to the
terms of the series, the portion thereof, if any, that is to be satisfied by delivering and crediting Securities of that series pursuant to Section 3.05 and the
basis for such credit and will, together with such Officers’ Certificate, deliver to the Trustee any Securities to be so delivered. Not less than 30 days before
each such sinking fund payment date the Trustee shall select the Securities to be redeemed upon such sinking fund payment date in the manner specified in
Section 3.02 and cause notice of the redemption thereof to be given in the name of and at the expense of the Company in the manner provided in
Section 3.02. Such notice having been duly given, the redemption of such Securities shall be made upon the terms and in the manner stated in Section 3.03.
 

ARTICLE 4
 

COVENANTS
 
Section 4.01 Payment of Principal, Premium and Interest.
 
The Company will duly and punctually pay or cause to be paid the principal of (and premium, if any) and interest on the Securities of that series at the time
and place and in the manner provided herein and established with respect to such Securities.
 
Section 4.02 Maintenance of Office or Agency.
 
So long as any series of the Securities remain Outstanding, the Company agrees to maintain an office or agency in the Borough of Manhattan, the City and
State of New York, with respect to each such series and at such other location or locations as may be designated as provided in this Section 4.02, where
(i) Securities of that series may be presented for payment, (ii) Securities of that series may be presented as herein above authorized for registration of
transfer and exchange, and (iii) notices and demands to or upon the Company in respect of the Securities of that series and this Indenture may be given or
served, such designation to continue with respect to such office or agency until the Company shall, by written notice signed by any officer authorized to
sign an Officers’ Certificate and delivered to the Trustee, designate some other office or agency for such purposes or any of them. If at any time the
Company shall fail to maintain any such required office or agency or shall fail to furnish the Trustee with the address thereof, such presentations, notices
and demands may be made or served at the Corporate Trust Office of the Trustee, and the Company hereby appoints the Trustee as its agent to receive all
such presentations, notices and demands. The Company initially appoints the Corporate Trust Office of the Trustee located in the Borough of Manhattan,
the City of New York as its paying agent with respect to the Securities.
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Section 4.03 Paying Agents.
 

(a) If the Company shall appoint one or more paying agents for all or any series of the Securities, other than the Trustee, the Company will cause
each such paying agent to execute and deliver to the Trustee an instrument in which such agent shall agree with the Trustee, subject to the provisions of this
Section:
 

(1) that it will hold all sums held by it as such agent for the payment of the principal of (and premium, if any) or interest on the Securities
of that series (whether such sums have been paid to it by the Company or by any other obligor of such Securities) in trust for the benefit of the Persons
entitled thereto;
 

(2) that it will give the Trustee notice of any failure by the Company (or by any other obligor of such Securities) to make any payment of
the principal of (and premium, if any) or interest on the Securities of that series when the same shall be due and payable;
 

(3) that it will, at any time during the continuance of any failure referred to in the preceding paragraph (a)(2) above, upon the written
request of the Trustee, forthwith pay to the Trustee all sums so held in trust by such paying agent; and
 

(4) that it will perform all other duties of paying agent as set forth in this Indenture.
 

(b) If the Company shall act as its own paying agent with respect to any series of the Securities, it will on or before each due date of the principal
of (and premium, if any) or interest on Securities of that series, set aside, segregate and hold in trust for the benefit of the Persons entitled thereto a sum
sufficient to pay such principal (and premium, if any) or interest so becoming due on Securities of that series until such sums shall be paid to such Persons
or otherwise disposed of as herein provided and will promptly notify the Trustee of such action, or any failure (by it or any other obligor on such Securities)
to take such action. Whenever the Company shall have one or more paying agents for any series of Securities, it will, prior to each due date of the principal
of (and premium, if any) or interest on any Securities of that series, deposit with the paying agent a sum sufficient to pay the principal (and premium, if
any) or interest so becoming due, such sum to be held in trust for the benefit of the Persons entitled to such principal, premium or interest, and (unless such
paying agent is the Trustee) the Company will promptly notify the Trustee of this action or failure so to act.
 

(c) Notwithstanding anything in this Section to the contrary, (i) the agreement to hold sums in trust as provided in this Section is subject to the
provisions of Section 11.05, and (ii) the Company may at any time, for the purpose of obtaining the satisfaction and discharge of this Indenture or for any
other purpose, pay, or direct any paying agent to pay, to the Trustee all sums held in trust by the Company or such paying agent, such sums to be held by
the Trustee upon the same terms and conditions as those upon which such sums were held by the Company or such paying agent; and, upon such payment
by the Company or any paying agent to the Trustee, the Company or such paying agent shall be released from all further liability with respect to such
money.
 
Section 4.04 Appointment to Fill Vacancy in Office of Trustee.
 
The Company, whenever necessary to avoid or fill a vacancy in the office of Trustee, will appoint, in the manner provided in Section 7.10, a Trustee, so that
there shall at all times be a Trustee hereunder.
 
Section 4.05 Compliance with Consolidation Provisions.
 
The Company will not, while any of the Securities remain Outstanding, consolidate with or merge into any other Person, in either case where the Company
is not the survivor of such transaction, or sell or convey all or substantially all of its property to any other Person unless the provisions of Article Ten hereof
are complied with.
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ARTICLE 5

 
SECURITYHOLDERS’ LISTS AND REPORTS BY

THE COMPANY AND THE TRUSTEE
 
Section 5.01 Company to Furnish Trustee Names and Addresses of Securityholders.
 
The Company will furnish or cause to be furnished to the Trustee (a) within 15 days after each regular record date (as defined in Section 2.03) a list, in such
form as the Trustee may reasonably require, of the names and addresses of the holders of each series of Securities as of such regular record date, provided
that the Company shall not be obligated to furnish or cause to furnish such list at any time that the list shall not differ in any respect from the most recent
list furnished to the Trustee by the Company and (b) at such other times as the Trustee may request in writing within 30 days after the receipt by the
Company of any such request, a list of similar form and content as of a date not more than 15 days prior to the time such list is furnished; provided,
however, that, in either case, no such list need be furnished for any series for which the Trustee shall be the Security Registrar .
 
Section 5.02 Preservation Of Information; Communications With Securityholders.
 

(a) The Trustee shall preserve, in as current a form as is reasonably practicable, all information as to the names and addresses of the holders of
Securities contained in the most recent list furnished to it as provided in Section 5.01 and as to the names and addresses of holders of Securities received by
the Trustee in its capacity as Security Registrar (if acting in such capacity).
 

(b) The Trustee may destroy any list furnished to it as provided in Section 5.01 upon receipt of a new list so furnished.
 

(c) Securityholders may communicate as provided in Section 312(b) of the Trust Indenture Act with other Securityholders with respect to their
rights under this Indenture or under the Securities, and, in connection with any such communications, the Trustee shall satisfy its obligations under
Section 312(b) of the Trust Indenture Act in accordance with the provisions of Section 312(b) of the Trust Indenture Act.
 
Section 5.03 Reports by the Company.
 
The Company covenants and agrees to provide a copy to the Trustee, after the Company files the same with the Securities and Exchange Commission,
copies of the annual reports and of the information, documents and other reports (or copies of such portions of any of the foregoing as the Securities and
Exchange Commission may from time to time by rules and regulations prescribe) that the Company files with the Securities and Exchange Commission
pursuant to Section 13 or Section 15(d) of the Exchange Act; provided, however, the Company shall not be required to deliver to the Trustee any materials
for which the Company has sought and received confidential treatment by the SEC. The Company shall also comply with the requirements of Section 314
of the Trust Indenture Act, but only to the extent then applicable to the Company.
 
Section 5.04 Reports by the Trustee.
 

(a) On or before July 1 in each year in which any of the Securities are Outstanding, the Trustee shall transmit by mail, first class postage prepaid,
to the Securityholders, as their names and addresses appear upon the Security Register, a brief report dated as of the preceding May 1, if and to the extent
required under Section 313(a) of the Trust Indenture Act.
 

(b) The Trustee shall comply with Section 313(b) and 313(c) of the Trust Indenture Act.
 

(c) A copy of each such report shall, at the time of such transmission to Securityholders, be filed by the Trustee with the Company, with each
securities exchange upon which any Securities are listed (if so listed) and also with the Securities and Exchange Commission. The Company agrees to
notify the Trustee when any Securities become listed on any securities exchange.
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ARTICLE 6

 
REMEDIES OF THE TRUSTEE AND SECURITYHOLDERS

ON EVENT OF DEFAULT
 
Section 6.01 Events of Default.
 

(a) Whenever used herein with respect to Securities of a particular series, “Event of Default” means any one or more of the following events that
has occurred and is continuing:
 

(1) the Company defaults in the payment of any installment of interest upon any of the Securities of that series, as and when the same
shall become due and payable, and such default continues for a period of 90 days; provided, however, that a valid extension of an interest payment period
by the Company in accordance with the terms of any indenture supplemental hereto shall not constitute a default in the payment of interest for this purpose;
 

(2) the Company defaults in the payment of the principal of (or premium, if any, on) any of the Securities of that series as and when the
same shall become due and payable whether at maturity, upon redemption, by declaration or otherwise, or in any payment required by any sinking or
analogous fund established with respect to that series; provided, however, that a valid extension of the maturity of such Securities in accordance with the
terms of any indenture supplemental hereto shall not constitute a default in the payment of principal or premium, if any;
 

(3) the Company fails to observe or perform any other of its covenants or agreements with respect to that series contained in this
Indenture or otherwise established with respect to that series of Securities pursuant to Section 2.01 hereof (other than a covenant or agreement that has been
expressly included in this Indenture solely for the benefit of one or more series of Securities other than such series) for a period of 90 days after the date on
which written notice of such failure, requiring the same to be remedied and stating that such notice is a “Notice of Default” hereunder, shall have been
given to the Company by the Trustee, by registered or certified mail, or to the Company and the Trustee by the holders of at least 25% in principal amount
of the Securities of that series at the time Outstanding;
 

(4) the Company pursuant to or within the meaning of any Bankruptcy Law (i) commences a voluntary case, (ii) consents to the entry of
an order for relief against it in an involuntary case, (iii) consents to the appointment of a Custodian of it or for all or substantially all of its property or
(iv) makes a general assignment for the benefit of its creditors; or
 

(5) a court of competent jurisdiction enters an order under any Bankruptcy Law that (i) is for relief against the Company in an
involuntary case, (ii) appoints a Custodian of the Company for all or substantially all of its property or (iii) orders the liquidation of the Company, and the
order or decree remains unstayed and in effect for 90 days.
 

(b) In each and every such case (other than an Event of Default specified in clause (4) or clause (5) above), unless the principal of all the Securities
of that series shall have already become due and payable, either the Trustee or the holders of not less than 25% in aggregate principal amount of the
Securities of that series then Outstanding hereunder, by notice in writing to the Company (and to the Trustee if given by such Securityholders), may declare
the principal of (and premium, if any, on) and accrued and unpaid interest on all the Securities of that series to be due and payable immediately, and upon
any such declaration the same shall become and shall be immediately due and payable. If an Event of Default specified in clause (4) or clause (5) above
occurs, the principal of and accrued and unpaid interest on all the Securities of that series shall automatically be immediately due and payable without any
declaration or other act on the part of the Trustee or the holders of the Securities.
 

(c) At any time after the principal of (and premium, if any, on) and accrued and unpaid interest on the Securities of that series shall have been so
declared due and payable, and before any judgment or decree for the payment of the moneys due shall have been obtained or entered as hereinafter
provided, the holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of that series then Outstanding hereunder, by written notice to the
Company and the Trustee, may rescind and annul such declaration and its consequences if: (i) the Company has paid or deposited with the Trustee a sum
sufficient to pay all matured installments of interest upon all the Securities of that series and the principal of (and premium, if any, on) any and all
Securities of that series that shall have become due otherwise than by acceleration (with interest upon such principal and premium, if any, and, to the extent
that such payment is enforceable under applicable law, upon overdue installments of interest, at the rate per annum expressed in the Securities of that series
to the date of such payment or deposit) and the amount payable to the Trustee under Section 7.06, and (ii) any and all Events of Default under the Indenture
with respect to such series, other than the nonpayment of principal on (and premium, if any, on) and accrued and unpaid interest on Securities of that series
that shall not have become due by their terms, shall have been remedied or waived as provided in Section 6.06.
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No such rescission and annulment shall extend to or shall affect any subsequent default or impair any right consequent thereon.
 

(d) In case the Trustee shall have proceeded to enforce any right with respect to Securities of that series under this Indenture and such proceedings
shall have been discontinued or abandoned because of such rescission or annulment or for any other reason or shall have been determined adversely to the
Trustee, then and in every such case, subject to any determination in such proceedings, the Company and the Trustee shall be restored respectively to their
former positions and rights hereunder, and all rights, remedies and powers of the Company and the Trustee shall continue as though no such proceedings
had been taken.
 
Section 6.02 Collection of Indebtedness and Suits for Enforcement by Trustee.
 

(a) The Company covenants that (i) in case it shall default in the payment of any installment of interest on any of the Securities of a series, or in
any payment required by any sinking or analogous fund established with respect to that series as and when the same shall have become due and payable,
and such default shall have continued for a period of 90 Business Days, or (ii) in case it shall default in the payment of the principal of (or premium, if any,
on) any of the Securities of a series when the same shall have become due and payable, whether upon maturity of the Securities of a series or upon
redemption or upon declaration or otherwise then, upon demand of the Trustee, the Company will pay to the Trustee, for the benefit of the holders of the
Securities of that series, the whole amount that then shall have been become due and payable on all such Securities for principal (and premium, if any) or
interest, or both, as the case may be, with interest upon the overdue principal (and premium, if any) and (to the extent that payment of such interest is
enforceable under applicable law) upon overdue installments of interest at the rate per annum expressed in the Securities of that series; and, in addition
thereto, such further amount as shall be sufficient to cover the costs and expenses of collection, and the amount payable to the Trustee under Section 7.06.
 

(b) If the Company shall fail to pay such amounts forthwith upon such demand, the Trustee, in its own name and as trustee of an express trust,
shall be entitled and empowered to institute any action or proceedings at law or in equity for the collection of the sums so due and unpaid, and may
prosecute any such action or proceeding to judgment or final decree, and may enforce any such judgment or final decree against the Company or other
obligor upon the Securities of that series and collect the moneys adjudged or decreed to be payable in the manner provided by law or equity out of the
property of the Company or other obligor upon the Securities of that series, wherever situated.
 

(c) In case of any receivership, insolvency, liquidation, bankruptcy, reorganization, readjustment, arrangement, composition or judicial
proceedings affecting the Company, or its creditors or property, the Trustee shall have power to intervene in such proceedings and take any action therein
that may be permitted by the court and shall (except as may be otherwise provided by law) be entitled to file such proofs of claim and other papers and
documents as may be necessary or advisable in order to have the claims of the Trustee and of the holders of Securities of such series allowed for the entire
amount due and payable by the Company under the Indenture at the date of institution of such proceedings and for any additional amount that may become
due and payable by the Company after such date, and to collect and receive any moneys or other property payable or deliverable on any such claim, and to
distribute the same after the deduction of the amount payable to the Trustee under Section 7.06; and any receiver, assignee or trustee in bankruptcy or
reorganization is hereby authorized by each of the holders of Securities of such series to make such payments to the Trustee, and, in the event that the
Trustee shall consent to the making of such payments directly to such Securityholders, to pay to the Trustee any amount due it under Section 7.06.
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(d) All rights of action and of asserting claims under this Indenture, or under any of the terms established with respect to Securities of that series,

may be enforced by the Trustee without the possession of any of such Securities, or the production thereof at any trial or other proceeding relative thereto,
and any such suit or proceeding instituted by the Trustee shall be brought in its own name as trustee of an express trust, and any recovery of judgment shall,
after provision for payment to the Trustee of any amounts due under Section 7.06, be for the ratable benefit of the holders of the Securities of such series.
 
In case of an Event of Default hereunder, the Trustee may in its discretion proceed to protect and enforce the rights vested in it by this Indenture by such
appropriate judicial proceedings as the Trustee shall deem most effectual to protect and enforce any of such rights, either at law or in equity or in
bankruptcy or otherwise, whether for the specific enforcement of any covenant or agreement contained in the Indenture or in aid of the exercise of any
power granted in this Indenture, or to enforce any other legal or equitable right vested in the Trustee by this Indenture or by law.
 
Nothing contained herein shall be deemed to authorize the Trustee to authorize or consent to or accept or adopt on behalf of any Securityholder any plan of
reorganization, arrangement, adjustment or composition affecting the Securities of that series or the rights of any holder thereof or to authorize the Trustee
to vote in respect of the claim of any Securityholder in any such proceeding.
 
Section 6.03 Application of Moneys or Property Collected.
 
Any moneys or property collected by the Trustee pursuant to this Article with respect to a particular series of Securities shall be applied in the following
order, at the date or dates fixed by the Trustee and, in case of the distribution of such moneys or property on account of principal (or premium, if any) or
interest, upon presentation of the Securities of that series, and notation thereon of the payment, if only partially paid, and upon surrender thereof if fully
paid:
 
FIRST: To the payment of reasonable costs and expenses of collection and of all amounts payable to the Trustee under Section 7.06;
 
SECOND: To the payment of all indebtedness of the Company to which such series of Securities is subordinated to the extent required by Section 7.06 and
Article Fourteen;
 
THIRD: To the payment of the amounts then due and unpaid upon Securities of such series for principal (and premium, if any) and interest, in respect of
which or for the benefit of which such money has been collected, ratably, without preference or priority of any kind, according to the amounts due and
payable on such Securities for principal (and premium, if any) and interest, respectively; and
 
FOURTH: To the payment of the remainder, if any, to the Company or any other Person lawfully entitled thereto, as requested by the Company.
 
Section 6.04 Limitation on Suits.
 
No holder of any Security of any series shall have any right by virtue or by availing of any provision of this Indenture to institute any suit, action or
proceeding in equity or at law upon or under or with respect to this Indenture or for the appointment of a receiver or trustee, or for any other remedy
hereunder, unless (i) such holder previously shall have given to the Trustee written notice of an Event of Default and of the continuance thereof with
respect to the Securities of such series specifying such Event of Default, as hereinbefore provided; (ii) the holders of not less than 25% in aggregate
principal amount of the Securities of such series then Outstanding shall have made written request upon the Trustee to institute such action, suit or
proceeding in its own name as Trustee hereunder; (iii) such holder or holders shall have offered to the Trustee such reasonable indemnity as it may require
against the costs, expenses and liabilities to be incurred therein or thereby; (iv) the Trustee for 90 days after its receipt of such notice, request and offer of
indemnity, shall have failed to institute any such action, suit or proceeding and (v) during such 90 day period, the holders of a majority in principal amount
of the Securities of that series do not give the Trustee a direction inconsistent with the request.
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Notwithstanding anything contained herein to the contrary or any other provisions of this Indenture, the right of any holder of any Security to receive
payment of the principal of (and premium, if any) and interest on such Security, as therein provided, on or after the respective due dates expressed in such
Security (or in the case of redemption, on the redemption date), or to institute suit for the enforcement of any such payment on or after such respective
dates or redemption date, shall not be impaired or affected without the consent of such holder and by accepting a Security hereunder it is expressly
understood, intended and covenanted by the taker and holder of every Security of such series with every other such taker and holder and the Trustee, that
no one or more holders of Securities of such series shall have any right in any manner whatsoever by virtue or by availing of any provision of this
Indenture to affect, disturb or prejudice the rights of the holders of any other of such Securities, or to obtain or seek to obtain priority over or preference to
any other such holder, or to enforce any right under this Indenture, except in the manner herein provided and for the equal, ratable and common benefit of
all holders of Securities of such series. For the protection and enforcement of the provisions of this Section, each and every Securityholder and the Trustee
shall be entitled to such relief as can be given either at law or in equity.
 
Section 6.05 Rights and Remedies Cumulative; Delay or Omission Not Waiver.
 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in Section 2.07, all powers and remedies given by this Article to the Trustee or to the Securityholders shall, to the
extent permitted by law, be deemed cumulative and not exclusive of any other powers and remedies available to the Trustee or the holders of the Securities,
by judicial proceedings or otherwise, to enforce the performance or observance of the covenants and agreements contained in this Indenture or otherwise
established with respect to such Securities.
 

(b) No delay or omission of the Trustee or of any holder of any of the Securities to exercise any right or power accruing upon any Event of Default
occurring and continuing as aforesaid shall impair any such right or power, or shall be construed to be a waiver of any such default or an acquiescence
therein; and, subject to the provisions of Section 6.04, every power and remedy given by this Article or by law to the Trustee or the Securityholders may be
exercised from time to time, and as often as shall be deemed expedient, by the Trustee or by the Securityholders.
 
Section 6.06 Control by Securityholders.
 
The holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of any series at the time Outstanding, determined in accordance with Section 8.04,
shall have the right to direct the time, method and place of conducting any proceeding for any remedy available to the Trustee, or exercising any trust or
power conferred on the Trustee with respect to such series; provided, however, that such direction shall not be in conflict with any rule of law or with this
Indenture. Subject to the provisions of Section 7.01, the Trustee shall have the right to decline to follow any such direction if the Trustee in good faith shall,
by a Responsible Officer or officers of the Trustee, determine that the proceeding so directed, subject to the Trustee’s duties under the Trust Indenture Act,
would involve the Trustee in personal liability or might be unduly prejudicial to the Securityholders not involved in the proceeding. The holders of a
majority in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of any series at the time Outstanding affected thereby, determined in accordance with Section 8.04,
may on behalf of the holders of all of the Securities of such series waive any past default in the performance of any of the covenants contained herein or
established pursuant to Section 2.01 with respect to such series and its consequences, except a default in the payment of the principal of, or premium, if
any, or interest on, any of the Securities of that series as and when the same shall become due by the terms of such Securities otherwise than by acceleration
(unless such default has been cured and a sum sufficient to pay all matured installments of interest and principal and any premium has been deposited with
the Trustee (in accordance with Section 6.01(c)). Upon any such waiver, the default covered thereby shall be deemed to be cured for all purposes of this
Indenture and the Company, the Trustee and the holders of the Securities of such series shall be restored to their former positions and rights hereunder,
respectively; but no such waiver shall extend to any subsequent or other default or impair any right consequent thereon.
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Section 6.07 Undertaking to Pay Costs.
 
All parties to this Indenture agree, and each holder of any Securities by such holder’s acceptance thereof shall be deemed to have agreed, that any court
may in its discretion require, in any suit for the enforcement of any right or remedy under this Indenture, or in any suit against the Trustee for any action
taken or omitted by it as Trustee, the filing by any party litigant in such suit of an undertaking to pay the costs of such suit, and that such court may in its
discretion assess reasonable costs, including reasonable attorneys’ fees, against any party litigant in such suit, having due regard to the merits and good
faith of the claims or defenses made by such party litigant; but the provisions of this Section shall not apply to any suit instituted by the Trustee, to any suit
instituted by any Securityholder, or group of Securityholders, holding more than 10% in aggregate principal amount of the Outstanding Securities of any
series, or to any suit instituted by any Securityholder for the enforcement of the payment of the principal of (or premium, if any) or interest on any Security
of such series, on or after the respective due dates expressed in such Security or established pursuant to this Indenture.
 

ARTICLE 7
 

CONCERNING THE TRUSTEE
 
Section 7.01 Certain Duties and Responsibilities of Trustee.
 

(a) The Trustee, prior to the occurrence of an Event of Default with respect to the Securities of a series and after the curing of all Events of Default
with respect to the Securities of that series that may have occurred, shall undertake to perform with respect to the Securities of such series such duties and
only such duties as are specifically set forth in this Indenture, and no implied covenants shall be read into this Indenture against the Trustee. In case an
Event of Default with respect to the Securities of a series has occurred (that has not been cured or waived), the Trustee shall exercise with respect to
Securities of that series such of the rights and powers vested in it by this Indenture, and use the same degree of care and skill in their exercise, as a prudent
man would exercise or use under the circumstances in the conduct of his own affairs.
 

(b) No provision of this Indenture shall be construed to relieve the Trustee from liability for its own negligent action, its own negligent failure to
act, or its own willful misconduct, except that:
 

(i) prior to the occurrence of an Event of Default with respect to the Securities of a series and after the curing or waiving of all such
Events of Default with respect to that series that may have occurred:
 

(A) the duties and obligations of the Trustee shall with respect to the Securities of such series be determined solely by the
express provisions of this Indenture, and the Trustee shall not be liable with respect to the Securities of such series except for the performance of such
duties and obligations as are specifically set forth in this Indenture, and no implied covenants or obligations shall be read into this Indenture against the
Trustee; and
 

(B) in the absence of bad faith on the part of the Trustee, the Trustee may with respect to the Securities of such series
conclusively rely, as to the truth of the statements and the correctness of the opinions expressed therein, upon any certificates or opinions furnished to the
Trustee and conforming to the requirements of this Indenture; but in the case of any such certificates or opinions that by any provision hereof are
specifically required to be furnished to the Trustee, the Trustee shall be under a duty to examine the same to determine whether or not they conform to the
requirement of this Indenture;
 

(ii) the Trustee shall not be liable for any error of judgment made in good faith by a Responsible Officer or Responsible Officers of the
Trustee, unless it shall be proved that the Trustee was negligent in ascertaining the pertinent facts;
 

(iii) the Trustee shall not be liable with respect to any action taken or omitted to be taken by it in good faith in accordance with the
direction of the holders of not less than a majority in principal amount of the Securities of any series at the time Outstanding relating to the time, method
and place of conducting any proceeding for any remedy available to the Trustee, or exercising any trust or power conferred upon the Trustee under this
Indenture with respect to the Securities of that series; and
 

(iv) None of the provisions contained in this Indenture shall require the Trustee to expend or risk its own funds or otherwise incur
personal financial liability in the performance of any of its duties or in the exercise of any of its rights or powers if there is reasonable ground for believing
that the repayment of such funds or liability is not reasonably assured to it under the terms of this Indenture or adequate indemnity against such risk is not
reasonably assured to it.
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Section 7.02 Certain Rights of Trustee.
 
Except as otherwise provided in Section 7.01:
 

(a) The Trustee may rely conclusively and shall be protected in acting or refraining from acting upon any resolution, certificate, statement,
instrument, opinion, report, notice, request, consent, order, approval, bond, security or other paper or document believed by it to be genuine and to have
been signed or presented by the proper party or parties;
 

(b) Any request, direction, order or demand of the Company mentioned herein shall be sufficiently evidenced by a Board Resolution or an
instrument signed in the name of the Company by any authorized officer of the Company (unless other evidence in respect thereof is specifically prescribed
herein);
 

(c) The Trustee may consult with counsel and the written advice of such counsel or any Opinion of Counsel shall be full and complete
authorization and protection in respect of any action taken or suffered or omitted hereunder in good faith and in reliance thereon;
 

(d) The Trustee shall be under no obligation to exercise any of the rights or powers vested in it by this Indenture at the request, order or direction
of any of the Securityholders pursuant to the provisions of this Indenture, unless such Securityholders shall have offered to the Trustee reasonable security
or indemnity against the costs, expenses and liabilities that may be incurred therein or thereby; nothing contained herein shall, however, relieve the Trustee
of the obligation, upon the occurrence of an Event of Default with respect to a series of the Securities (that has not been cured or waived), to exercise with
respect to Securities of that series such of the rights and powers vested in it by this Indenture, and to use the same degree of care and skill in their exercise,
as a prudent man would exercise or use under the circumstances in the conduct of his own affairs;
 

(e) The Trustee shall not be liable for any action taken or omitted to be taken by it in good faith and believed by it to be authorized or within the
discretion or rights or powers conferred upon it by this Indenture;
 

(f) The Trustee shall not be bound to make any investigation into the facts or matters stated in any resolution, certificate, statement, instrument,
opinion, report, notice, request, consent, order, approval, bond, security, or other papers or documents, unless requested in writing so to do by the holders of
not less than a majority in principal amount of the Outstanding Securities of the particular series affected thereby (determined as provided in Section 8.04);
provided, however, that if the payment within a reasonable time to the Trustee of the costs, expenses or liabilities likely to be incurred by it in the making
of such investigation is, in the opinion of the Trustee, not reasonably assured to the Trustee by the security afforded to it by the terms of this Indenture, the
Trustee may require reasonable indemnity against such costs, expenses or liabilities as a condition to so proceeding. The reasonable expense of every such
examination shall be paid by the Company or, if paid by the Trustee, shall be repaid by the Company upon demand; and
 

(g) The Trustee may execute any of the trusts or powers hereunder or perform any duties hereunder either directly or by or through agents or
attorneys and the Trustee shall not be responsible for any misconduct or negligence on the part of any agent or attorney appointed with due care by it
hereunder.
 
In addition, the Trustee shall not be deemed to have knowledge of any Default or Event of Default except (1) any Event of Default occurring pursuant to
Sections 6.01(a)(1), 6.01(a)(2) and 4.01 hereof or (2) any Default or Event of Default of which the Trustee shall have received written notification in the
manner set forth in this Indenture or a Responsible Officer of the Trustee shall have obtained actual knowledge. Delivery of reports, information and
documents to the Trustee under Section 5.03 is for informational purposes only and the information and the Trustee’s receipt of the foregoing shall not
constitute constructive notice of any information contained therein, or determinable from information contained therein including the Company’s
compliance with any of their covenants thereunder (as to which the Trustee is entitled to rely conclusively on an Officers’ Certificate).
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Section 7.03 Trustee Not Responsible for Recitals or Issuance or Securities.
 

(a) The recitals contained herein and in the Securities shall be taken as the statements of the Company, and the Trustee assumes no responsibility
for the correctness of the same.
 

(b) The Trustee makes no representations as to the validity or sufficiency of this Indenture or of the Securities.
 

(c) The Trustee shall not be accountable for the use or application by the Company of any of the Securities or of the proceeds of such Securities, or
for the use or application of any moneys paid over by the Trustee in accordance with any provision of this Indenture or established pursuant to
Section 2.01, or for the use or application of any moneys received by any paying agent other than the Trustee.
 
Section 7.04 May Hold Securities.
 
The Trustee or any paying agent or Security Registrar, in its individual or any other capacity, may become the owner or pledgee of Securities with the same
rights it would have if it were not Trustee, paying agent or Security Registrar.
 
Section 7.05 Moneys Held in Trust.
 
Subject to the provisions of Section 11.05, all moneys received by the Trustee shall, until used or applied as herein provided, be held in trust for the
purposes for which they were received, but need not be segregated from other funds except to the extent required by law. The Trustee shall be under no
liability for interest on any moneys received by it hereunder except such as it may agree with the Company to pay thereon.
 
Section 7.06 Compensation and Reimbursement.
 

(a) The Company covenants and agrees to pay to the Trustee, and the Trustee shall be entitled to, such reasonable compensation (which shall not
be limited by any provision of law in regard to the compensation of a trustee of an express trust) as the Company and the Trustee may from time to time
agree in writing, for all services rendered by it in the execution of the trusts hereby created and in the exercise and performance of any of the powers and
duties hereunder of the Trustee, and, except as otherwise expressly provided herein, the Company will pay or reimburse the Trustee upon its request for all
reasonable expenses, disbursements and advances incurred or made by the Trustee in accordance with any of the provisions of this Indenture (including the
reasonable compensation and the expenses and disbursements of its counsel and of all Persons not regularly in its employ), except any such expense,
disbursement or advance as may arise from its negligence or bad faith and except as the Company and Trustee may from time to time agree in writing. The
Company also covenants to indemnify the Trustee (and its officers, agents, directors and employees) for, and to hold it harmless against, any loss, liability
or expense incurred without negligence or bad faith on the part of the Trustee and arising out of or in connection with the acceptance or administration of
this trust, including the reasonable costs and expenses of defending itself against any claim of liability in the premises.
 

(b) The obligations of the Company under this Section to compensate and indemnify the Trustee and to pay or reimburse the Trustee for
reasonable expenses, disbursements and advances shall constitute indebtedness of the Company to which the Securities are subordinated. Such additional
indebtedness shall be secured by a lien prior to that of the Securities upon all property and funds held or collected by the Trustee as such, except funds held
in trust for the benefit of the holders of particular Securities.
 
Section 7.07 Reliance on Officers’ Certificate.
 
Except as otherwise provided in Section 7.01, whenever in the administration of the provisions of this Indenture the Trustee shall deem it reasonably
necessary or desirable that a matter be proved or established prior to taking or suffering or omitting to take any action hereunder, such matter (unless other
evidence in respect thereof be herein specifically prescribed) may, in the absence of negligence or bad faith on the part of the Trustee, be deemed to be
conclusively proved and established by an Officers’ Certificate delivered to the Trustee and such certificate, in the absence of negligence or bad faith on the
part of the Trustee, shall be full warrant to the Trustee for any action taken, suffered or omitted to be taken by it under the provisions of this Indenture upon
the faith thereof.
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Section 7.08 Disqualification; Conflicting Interests.
 
If the Trustee has or shall acquire any “conflicting interest” within the meaning of Section 310(b) of the Trust Indenture Act, the Trustee and the Company
shall in all respects comply with the provisions of Section 310(b) of the Trust Indenture Act.
 
Section 7.09 Corporate Trustee Required; Eligibility.
 
There shall at all times be a Trustee with respect to the Securities issued hereunder which shall at all times be a corporation organized and doing business
under the laws of the United States of America or any state or territory thereof or of the District of Columbia, or a corporation or other Person permitted to
act as trustee by the Securities and Exchange Commission, authorized under such laws to exercise corporate trust powers, having a combined capital and
surplus of at least fifty million U.S. dollars ($50,000,000), and subject to supervision or examination by federal, state, territorial, or District of Columbia
authority.
 
If such corporation or other Person publishes reports of condition at least annually, pursuant to law or to the requirements of the aforesaid supervising or
examining authority, then for the purposes of this Section, the combined capital and surplus of such corporation or other Person shall be deemed to be its
combined capital and surplus as set forth in its most recent report of condition so published. The Company may not, nor may any Person directly or
indirectly controlling, controlled by, or under common control with the Company, serve as Trustee. In case at any time the Trustee shall cease to be eligible
in accordance with the provisions of this Section, the Trustee shall resign immediately in the manner and with the effect specified in Section 7.10.
 
Section 7.10 Resignation and Removal; Appointment of Successor.
 

(a) The Trustee or any successor hereafter appointed may at any time resign with respect to the Securities of one or more series by giving written
notice thereof to the Company and by transmitting notice of resignation by mail, first class postage prepaid, to the Securityholders of such series, as their
names and addresses appear upon the Security Register. Upon receiving such notice of resignation, the Company shall promptly appoint a successor trustee
with respect to Securities of such series by written instrument, in duplicate, executed by order of the Board of Directors, one copy of which instrument shall
be delivered to the resigning Trustee and one copy to the successor trustee. If no successor trustee shall have been so appointed and have accepted
appointment within 30 days after the mailing of such notice of resignation, the resigning Trustee may petition any court of competent jurisdiction for the
appointment of a successor trustee with respect to Securities of such series, or any Securityholder of that series who has been a bona fide holder of a
Security or Securities for at least six months may on behalf of himself and all others similarly situated, petition any such court for the appointment of a
successor trustee. Such court may thereupon after such notice, if any, as it may deem proper and prescribe, appoint a successor trustee.
 

(b) In case at any time any one of the following shall occur:
 

(i) the Trustee shall fail to comply with the provisions of Section 7.08 after written request therefor by the Company or by any
Securityholder who has been a bona fide holder of a Security or Securities for at least six months; or
 

(ii) the Trustee shall cease to be eligible in accordance with the provisions of Section 7.09 and shall fail to resign after written request
therefor by the Company or by any such Securityholder; or
 

22



 

 
(iii) the Trustee shall become incapable of acting, or shall be adjudged a bankrupt or insolvent, or commence a voluntary bankruptcy

proceeding, or a receiver of the Trustee or of its property shall be appointed or consented to, or any public officer shall take charge or control of the Trustee
or of its property or affairs for the purpose of rehabilitation, conservation or liquidation;
 
then, in any such case, the Company may remove the Trustee with respect to all Securities and appoint a successor trustee by written instrument, in
duplicate, executed by order of the Board of Directors, one copy of which instrument shall be delivered to the Trustee so removed and one copy to the
successor trustee, or any Securityholder who has been a bona fide holder of a Security or Securities for at least six months may, on behalf of that holder and
all others similarly situated, petition any court of competent jurisdiction for the removal of the Trustee and the appointment of a successor trustee. Such
court may thereupon after such notice, if any, as it may deem proper and prescribe, remove the Trustee and appoint a successor trustee.
 

(c) The holders of a majority in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of any series at the time Outstanding may at any time remove the
Trustee with respect to such series by so notifying the Trustee and the Company and may appoint a successor Trustee for such series with the consent of the
Company.
 

(d) Any resignation or removal of the Trustee and appointment of a successor trustee with respect to the Securities of a series pursuant to any of
the provisions of this Section shall become effective upon acceptance of appointment by the successor trustee as provided in Section 7.11.
 

(e) Any successor trustee appointed pursuant to this Section may be appointed with respect to the Securities of one or more series or all of such
series, and at any time there shall be only one Trustee with respect to the Securities of any particular series.
 
Section 7.11 Acceptance of Appointment By Successor.
 

(a) In case of the appointment hereunder of a successor trustee with respect to all Securities, every such successor trustee so appointed shall
execute, acknowledge and deliver to the Company and to the retiring Trustee an instrument accepting such appointment, and thereupon the resignation or
removal of the retiring Trustee shall become effective and such successor trustee, without any further act, deed or conveyance, shall become vested with all
the rights, powers, trusts and duties of the retiring Trustee; but, on the request of the Company or the successor trustee, such retiring Trustee shall, upon
payment of its charges, execute and deliver an instrument transferring to such successor trustee all the rights, powers, and trusts of the retiring Trustee and
shall duly assign, transfer and deliver to such successor trustee all property and money held by such retiring Trustee hereunder.
 

(b) In case of the appointment hereunder of a successor trustee with respect to the Securities of one or more (but not all) series, the Company, the
retiring Trustee and each successor trustee with respect to the Securities of one or more series shall execute and deliver an indenture supplemental hereto
wherein each successor trustee shall accept such appointment and which (i) shall contain such provisions as shall be necessary or desirable to transfer and
confirm to, and to vest in, each successor trustee all the rights, powers, trusts and duties of the retiring Trustee with respect to the Securities of that or those
series to which the appointment of such successor trustee relates, (ii) shall contain such provisions as shall be deemed necessary or desirable to confirm that
all the rights, powers, trusts and duties of the retiring Trustee with respect to the Securities of that or those series as to which the retiring Trustee is not
retiring shall continue to be vested in the retiring Trustee, and (iii) shall add to or change any of the provisions of this Indenture as shall be necessary to
provide for or facilitate the administration of the trusts hereunder by more than one Trustee, it being understood that nothing herein or in such supplemental
indenture shall constitute such Trustees co-trustees of the same trust, that each such Trustee shall be trustee of a trust or trusts hereunder separate and apart
from any trust or trusts hereunder administered by any other such Trustee and that no Trustee shall be responsible for any act or failure to act on the part of
any other Trustee hereunder; and upon the execution and delivery of such supplemental indenture the resignation or removal of the retiring Trustee shall
become effective to the extent provided therein, such retiring Trustee shall with respect to the Securities of that or those series to which the appointment of
such successor trustee relates have no further responsibility for the exercise of rights and powers or for the performance of the duties and obligations vested
in the Trustee under this Indenture, and each such successor trustee, without any further act, deed or conveyance, shall become vested with all the rights,
powers, trusts and duties of the retiring Trustee with respect to the Securities of that or those series to which the appointment of such successor trustee
relates; but, on request of the Company or any successor trustee, such retiring Trustee shall duly assign, transfer and deliver to such successor trustee, to the
extent contemplated by such supplemental indenture, the property and money held by such retiring Trustee hereunder with respect to the Securities of that
or those series to which the appointment of such successor trustee relates.
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(c) Upon request of any such successor trustee, the Company shall execute any and all instruments for more fully and certainly vesting in and

confirming to such successor trustee all such rights, powers and trusts referred to in paragraph (a) or (b) of this Section, as the case may be.
 

(d) No successor trustee shall accept its appointment unless at the time of such acceptance such successor trustee shall be qualified and eligible
under this Article.
 

(e) Upon acceptance of appointment by a successor trustee as provided in this Section, the Company shall transmit notice of the succession of such
trustee hereunder by mail, first class postage prepaid, to the Securityholders, as their names and addresses appear upon the Security Register. If the
Company fails to transmit such notice within ten days after acceptance of appointment by the successor trustee, the successor trustee shall cause such notice
to be transmitted at the expense of the Company.
 
Section 7.12 Merger, Conversion, Consolidation or Succession to Business.
 
Any corporation into which the Trustee may be merged or converted or with which it may be consolidated, or any corporation resulting from any merger,
conversion or consolidation to which the Trustee shall be a party, or any corporation succeeding to the corporate trust business of the Trustee, shall be the
successor of the Trustee hereunder, provided that such corporation shall be qualified under the provisions of Section 7.08 and eligible under the provisions
of Section 7.09, without the execution or filing of any paper or any further act on the part of any of the parties hereto, anything herein to the contrary
notwithstanding. In case any Securities shall have been authenticated, but not delivered, by the Trustee then in office, any successor by merger, conversion
or consolidation to such authenticating Trustee may adopt such authentication and deliver the Securities so authenticated with the same effect as if such
successor Trustee had itself authenticated such Securities.
 
Section 7.13 Preferential Collection of Claims Against the Company.
 
The Trustee shall comply with Section 311(a) of the Trust Indenture Act, excluding any creditor relationship described in Section 311(b) of the Trust
Indenture Act. A Trustee who has resigned or been removed shall be subject to Section 311(a) of the Trust Indenture Act to the extent included therein.
 
Section 7.14 Notice of Default
 
If any Default or any Event of Default occurs and is continuing and if such Default or Event of Default is known to a Responsible Officer of the Trustee,
the Trustee shall mail to each Securityholder in the manner and to the extent provided in Section 313(c) of the Trust Indenture Act notice of the Default or
Event of Default within 45 days after it occurs and becomes known to the Trustee, unless such Default or Event of Default has been cured; provided,
however, that, except in the case of a default in the payment of the principal of (or premium, if any) or interest on any Security, the Trustee shall be
protected in withholding such notice if and so long as the board of directors, the executive committee or a trust committee of directors and/or Responsible
Officers of the Trustee in good faith determine that the withholding of such notice is in the interest of the Securityholders.
 

ARTICLE 8
 

CONCERNING THE SECURITYHOLDERS
 
Section 8.01 Evidence of Action by Securityholders.
 
Whenever in this Indenture it is provided that the holders of a majority or specified percentage in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of a
particular series may take any action (including the making of any demand or request, the giving of any notice, consent or waiver or the taking of any other
action), the fact that at the time of taking any such action the holders of such majority or specified percentage of that series have joined therein may be
evidenced by any instrument or any number of instruments of similar tenor executed by such holders of Securities of that series in person or by agent or
proxy appointed in writing.
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If the Company shall solicit from the Securityholders of any series any request, demand, authorization, direction, notice, consent, waiver or other action,
the Company may, at its option, as evidenced by an Officers’ Certificate, fix in advance a record date for such series for the determination of
Securityholders entitled to give such request, demand, authorization, direction, notice, consent, waiver or other action, but the Company shall have no
obligation to do so. If such a record date is fixed, such request, demand, authorization, direction, notice, consent, waiver or other action may be given
before or after the record date, but only the Securityholders of record at the close of business on the record date shall be deemed to be Securityholders for
the purposes of determining whether Securityholders of the requisite proportion of Outstanding Securities of that series have authorized or agreed or
consented to such request, demand, authorization, direction, notice, consent, waiver or other action, and for that purpose the Outstanding Securities of that
series shall be computed as of the record date; provided, however, that no such authorization, agreement or consent by such Securityholders on the record
date shall be deemed effective unless it shall become effective pursuant to the provisions of this Indenture not later than six months after the record date.
 
Section 8.02 Proof of Execution by Securityholders.
 
Subject to the provisions of Section 7.01, proof of the execution of any instrument by a Securityholder (such proof will not require notarization) or his
agent or proxy and proof of the holding by any Person of any of the Securities shall be sufficient if made in the following manner:
 

(a) The fact and date of the execution by any such Person of any instrument may be proved in any reasonable manner acceptable to the Trustee.
 

(b) The ownership of Securities shall be proved by the Security Register of such Securities or by a certificate of the Security Registrar thereof.
 
The Trustee may require such additional proof of any matter referred to in this Section as it shall deem necessary.
 
Section 8.03 Who May be Deemed Owners.
 
Prior to the due presentment for registration of transfer of any Security, the Company, the Trustee, any paying agent and any Security Registrar may deem
and treat the Person in whose name such Security shall be registered upon the books of the Company as the absolute owner of such Security (whether or
not such Security shall be overdue and notwithstanding any notice of ownership or writing thereon made by anyone other than the Security Registrar) for
the purpose of receiving payment of or on account of the principal of, premium, if any, and (subject to Section 2.03) interest on such Security and for all
other purposes; and neither the Company nor the Trustee nor any paying agent nor any Security Registrar shall be affected by any notice to the contrary.
 
Section 8.04 Certain Securities Owned by Company Disregarded.
 
In determining whether the holders of the requisite aggregate principal amount of Securities of a particular series have concurred in any direction, consent
or waiver under this Indenture, the Securities of that series that are owned by the Company or any other obligor on the Securities of that series or by any
Person directly or indirectly controlling or controlled by or under common control with the Company or any other obligor on the Securities of that series
shall be disregarded and deemed not to be Outstanding for the purpose of any such determination, except that for the purpose of determining whether the
Trustee shall be protected in relying on any such direction, consent or waiver, only Securities of such series that the Trustee actually knows are so owned
shall be so disregarded. The Securities so owned that have been pledged in good faith may be regarded as Outstanding for the purposes of this Section, if
the pledgee shall establish to the satisfaction of the Trustee the pledgee’s right so to act with respect to such Securities and that the pledgee is not a Person
directly or indirectly controlling or controlled by or under direct or indirect common control with the Company or any such other obligor. In case of a
dispute as to such right, any decision by the Trustee taken upon the advice of counsel shall be full protection to the Trustee.
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Section 8.05 Actions Binding on Future Securityholders.
 
At any time prior to (but not after) the evidencing to the Trustee, as provided in Section 8.01, of the taking of any action by the holders of the majority or
percentage in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of a particular series specified in this Indenture in connection with such action, any holder of a
Security of that series that is shown by the evidence to be included in the Securities the holders of which have consented to such action may, by filing
written notice with the Trustee, and upon proof of holding as provided in Section 8.02, revoke such action so far as concerns such Security. Except as
aforesaid any such action taken by the holder of any Security shall be conclusive and binding upon such holder and upon all future holders and owners of
such Security, and of any Security issued in exchange therefor, on registration of transfer thereof or in place thereof, irrespective of whether or not any
notation in regard thereto is made upon such Security. Any action taken by the holders of the majority or percentage in aggregate principal amount of the
Securities of a particular series specified in this Indenture in connection with such action shall be conclusively binding upon the Company, the Trustee and
the holders of all the Securities of that series.
 

ARTICLE 9
 

SUPPLEMENTAL INDENTURES
 
Section 9.01 Supplemental Indentures Without the Consent of Securityholders.
 
In addition to any supplemental indenture otherwise authorized by this Indenture, the Company and the Trustee may from time to time and at any time
enter into an indenture or indentures supplemental hereto (which shall conform to the provisions of the Trust Indenture Act as then in effect), without the
consent of the Securityholders, for one or more of the following purposes:
 

(a) to cure any ambiguity, defect, or inconsistency herein or in the Securities of any series;
 

(b) to comply with Article Ten;
 

(c) to provide for uncertificated Securities in addition to or in place of certificated Securities and to make all appropriate changes for such purpose;
 

(d) to add to the covenants, restrictions, conditions or provisions relating to the Company for the benefit of the holders of all or any series of
Securities (and if such covenants, restrictions, conditions or provisions are to be for the benefit of less than all series of Securities, stating that such
covenants, restrictions, conditions or provisions are expressly being included solely for the benefit of such series), to make the occurrence, or the
occurrence and the continuance, of a default in any such additional covenants, restrictions, conditions or provisions an Event of Default, or to surrender any
right or power herein conferred upon the Company;
 

(e) to add to, delete from, or revise the conditions, limitations, and restrictions on the authorized amount, terms, or purposes of issue,
authentication, and delivery of Securities, as herein set forth;
 

(f) to make any change that does not adversely affect the rights of any Securityholder in any material respect;
 

(g) to provide for the issuance of and establish the form and terms and conditions of the Securities of any series as provided in Section 2.01, to
establish the form of any certifications required to be furnished pursuant to the terms of this Indenture or any series of Securities, or to add to the rights of
the holders of any series of Securities;
 

(h) to evidence and provide for the acceptance of appointment hereunder by a successor trustee; or
 

(i) to comply with any requirements of the Securities and Exchange Commission or any successor in connection with the qualification of this
Indenture under the Trust Indenture Act.
 
The Trustee is hereby authorized to join with the Company in the execution of any such supplemental indenture, and to make any further appropriate
agreements and stipulations that may be therein contained, but the Trustee shall not be obligated to enter into any such supplemental indenture that affects
the Trustee’s own rights, duties or immunities under this Indenture or otherwise.
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Any supplemental indenture authorized by the provisions of this Section may be executed by the Company and the Trustee without the consent of the
holders of any of the Securities at the time Outstanding, notwithstanding any of the provisions of Section 9.02.
 
Section 9.02 Supplemental Indentures With Consent of Securityholders.
 
With the consent (evidenced as provided in Section 8.01) of the holders of not less than a majority in aggregate principal amount of the Securities of each
series affected by such supplemental indenture or indentures at the time Outstanding, the Company, when authorized by a Board Resolution, and the
Trustee may from time to time and at any time enter into an indenture or indentures supplemental hereto (which shall conform to the provisions of the Trust
Indenture Act as then in effect) for the purpose of adding any provisions to or changing in any manner or eliminating any of the provisions of this Indenture
or of any supplemental indenture or of modifying in any manner not covered by Section 9.01 the rights of the holders of the Securities of such series under
this Indenture; provided, however, that no such supplemental indenture shall, without the consent of the holders of each Security then Outstanding and
affected thereby, (a) extend the fixed maturity of any Securities of any series, or reduce the principal amount thereof, or reduce the rate or extend the time
of payment of interest thereon, or reduce any premium payable upon the redemption thereof or (b) reduce the aforesaid percentage of Securities, the holders
of which are required to consent to any such supplemental indenture.
 
It shall not be necessary for the consent of the Securityholders of any series affected thereby under this Section to approve the particular form of any
proposed supplemental indenture, but it shall be sufficient if such consent shall approve the substance thereof.
 
Section 9.03 Effect of Supplemental Indentures.
 
Upon the execution of any supplemental indenture pursuant to the provisions of this Article or of Section 10.01, this Indenture shall, with respect to such
series, be and be deemed to be modified and amended in accordance therewith and the respective rights, limitations of rights, obligations, duties and
immunities under this Indenture of the Trustee, the Company and the holders of Securities of the series affected thereby shall thereafter be determined,
exercised and enforced hereunder subject in all respects to such modifications and amendments, and all the terms and conditions of any such supplemental
indenture shall be and be deemed to be part of the terms and conditions of this Indenture for any and all purposes.
 
Section 9.04 Securities Affected by Supplemental Indentures.
 
Securities of any series affected by a supplemental indenture, authenticated and delivered after the execution of such supplemental indenture pursuant to the
provisions of this Article or of Section 10.01, may bear a notation in form approved by the Company, provided such form meets the requirements of any
securities exchange upon which such series may be listed, as to any matter provided for in such supplemental indenture. If the Company shall so determine,
new Securities of that series so modified as to conform, in the opinion of the Board of Directors, to any modification of this Indenture contained in any
such supplemental indenture may be prepared by the Company, authenticated by the Trustee and delivered in exchange for the Securities of that series then
Outstanding.
 
Section 9.05 Execution of Supplemental Indentures.
 
Upon the request of the Company, accompanied by its Board Resolutions authorizing the execution of any such supplemental indenture, and upon the filing
with the Trustee of evidence of the consent of Securityholders required to consent thereto as aforesaid, the Trustee shall join with the Company in the
execution of such supplemental indenture unless such supplemental indenture affects the Trustee’s own rights, duties or immunities under this Indenture or
otherwise, in which case the Trustee may in its discretion but shall not be obligated to enter into such supplemental indenture. The Trustee, subject to the
provisions of Section 7.01, will be entitled to receive and will be fully protected in relying upon an Officers’ Certificate and an Opinion of Counsel stating
that any supplemental indenture executed pursuant to this Article is authorized or permitted by, and conforms to, the terms of this Article and that it is
proper for the Trustee under the provisions of this Article to join in the execution thereof; provided, however, that such Officers’ Certificate or Opinion of
Counsel need not be provided in connection with the execution of a supplemental indenture that establishes the terms of a series of Securities pursuant to
Section 2.01 hereof.
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Promptly after the execution by the Company and the Trustee of any supplemental indenture pursuant to the provisions of this Section, the Trustee shall
transmit by mail, first class postage prepaid, a notice, setting forth in general terms the substance of such supplemental indenture, to the Securityholders of
all series affected thereby as their names and addresses appear upon the Security Register. Any failure of the Trustee to mail such notice, or any defect
therein, shall not, however, in any way impair or affect the validity of any such supplemental indenture.
 

ARTICLE 10
 

SUCCESSOR ENTITY
 
Section 10.01 Company May Consolidate, Etc.
 
Except as provided pursuant to Section 2.01 pursuant to a Board Resolution, and set forth in an Officers’ Certificate, or established in one or more
indentures supplemental to this Indenture, nothing contained in this Indenture shall prevent any consolidation or merger of the Company with or into any
other Person (whether or not affiliated with the Company) or successive consolidations or mergers in which the Company or its successor or successors
shall be a party or parties, or shall prevent any sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition of the property of the Company or its successor or successors
as an entirety, or substantially as an entirety, to any other corporation (whether or not affiliated with the Company or its successor or successors) authorized
to acquire and operate the same; provided, however, the Company hereby covenants and agrees that, upon any such consolidation or merger (in each case,
if the Company is not the survivor of such transaction), sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition, the due and punctual payment of the principal of
(premium, if any) and interest on all of the Securities of all series in accordance with the terms of each series, according to their tenor, and the due and
punctual performance and observance of all the covenants and conditions of this Indenture with respect to each series or established with respect to such
series pursuant to Section 2.01 to be kept or performed by the Company shall be expressly assumed, by supplemental indenture (which shall conform to the
provisions of the Trust Indenture Act, as then in effect) reasonably satisfactory in form to the Trustee executed and delivered to the Trustee by the entity
formed by such consolidation, or into which the Company shall have been merged, or by the entity which shall have acquired such property.
 
Section 10.02 Successor Entity Substituted.
 

(a) In case of any such consolidation, merger, sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition and upon the assumption by the successor entity by
supplemental indenture, executed and delivered to the Trustee and satisfactory in form to the Trustee, of the obligations set forth under Section 10.01 on all
of the Securities of all series Outstanding, such successor entity shall succeed to and be substituted for the Company with the same effect as if it had been
named as the Company herein, and thereupon the predecessor corporation shall be relieved of all obligations and covenants under this Indenture and the
Securities.
 

(b) In case of any such consolidation, merger, sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition, such changes in phraseology and form (but not in
substance) may be made in the Securities thereafter to be issued as may be appropriate.
 

(c) Nothing contained in this Article shall require any action by the Company in the case of a consolidation or merger of any Person into the
Company where the Company is the survivor of such transaction, or the acquisition by the Company, by purchase or otherwise, of all or any part of the
property of any other Person (whether or not affiliated with the Company).
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Section 10.03 Evidence of Consolidation, Etc. to Trustee.
 
The Trustee, subject to the provisions of Section 7.01, may receive an Officers’ Certificate or an Opinion of Counsel as conclusive evidence that any such
consolidation, merger, sale, conveyance, transfer or other disposition, and any such assumption, comply with the provisions of this Article.
 

ARTICLE 11
 

SATISFACTION AND DISCHARGE
 
Section 11.01 Satisfaction and Discharge of Indenture.
 
If at any time: (a) the Company shall have delivered to the Trustee for cancellation all Securities of a series theretofore authenticated and not delivered to
the Trustee for cancellation (other than any Securities that shall have been destroyed, lost or stolen and that shall have been replaced or paid as provided in
Section 2.07 and Securities for whose payment money or Governmental Obligations have theretofore been deposited in trust or segregated and held in trust
by the Company and thereupon repaid to the Company or discharged from such trust, as provided in Section 11.05); or (b) all such Securities of a particular
series not theretofore delivered to the Trustee for cancellation shall have become due and payable, or are by their terms to become due and payable within
one year or are to be called for redemption within one year under arrangements satisfactory to the Trustee for the giving of notice of redemption, and the
Company shall deposit or cause to be deposited with the Trustee as trust funds the entire amount in moneys or Governmental Obligations or a combination
thereof, sufficient in the opinion of a nationally recognized firm of independent public accountants expressed in a written certification thereof delivered to
the Trustee, to pay at maturity or upon redemption all Securities of that series not theretofore delivered to the Trustee for cancellation, including principal
(and premium, if any) and interest due or to become due to such date of maturity or date fixed for redemption, as the case may be, and if the Company shall
also pay or cause to be paid all other sums payable hereunder with respect to such series by the Company then this Indenture shall thereupon cease to be of
further effect with respect to such series except for the provisions of Sections 2.03, 2.05, 2.07, 4.01, 4.02, 4.03 and 7.10, that shall survive until the date of
maturity or redemption date, as the case may be, and Sections 7.06 and 11.05, that shall survive to such date and thereafter, and the Trustee, on demand of
the Company and at the cost and expense of the Company shall execute proper instruments acknowledging satisfaction of and discharging this Indenture
with respect to such series.
 
Section 11.02 Discharge of Obligations.
 
If at any time all such Securities of a particular series not heretofore delivered to the Trustee for cancellation or that have not become due and payable as
described in Section 11.01 shall have been paid by the Company by depositing irrevocably with the Trustee as trust funds moneys or an amount of
Governmental Obligations sufficient to pay at maturity or upon redemption all such Securities of that series not theretofore delivered to the Trustee for
cancellation, including principal (and premium, if any) and interest due or to become due to such date of maturity or date fixed for redemption, as the case
may be, and if the Company shall also pay or cause to be paid all other sums payable hereunder by the Company with respect to such series, then after the
date such moneys or Governmental Obligations, as the case may be, are deposited with the Trustee the obligations of the Company under this Indenture
with respect to such series shall cease to be of further effect except for the provisions of Sections 2.03, 2.05, 2.07, 4,01, 4.02, 4,03, 7.05, 7.10 and 11.05
hereof that shall survive until such Securities shall mature and be paid.
 
Thereafter, Sections 7.06 and 11.05 shall survive.
 
Section 11.03 Deposited Moneys to be Held in Trust.
 
All moneys or Governmental Obligations deposited with the Trustee pursuant to Sections 11.01 or 11.02 shall be held in trust and shall be available for
payment as due, either directly or through any paying agent (including the Company acting as its own paying agent), to the holders of the particular series
of Securities for the payment or redemption of which such moneys or Governmental Obligations have been deposited with the Trustee.
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Section 11.04 Payment of Moneys Held by Paying Agents.
 
In connection with the satisfaction and discharge of this Indenture all moneys or Governmental Obligations then held by any paying agent under the
provisions of this Indenture shall, upon demand of the Company, be paid to the Trustee and thereupon such paying agent shall be released from all further
liability with respect to such moneys or Governmental Obligations.
 
Section 11.05 Repayment to Company.
 
Any moneys or Governmental Obligations deposited with any paying agent or the Trustee, or then held by the Company, in trust for payment of principal
of or premium, if any, or interest on the Securities of a particular series that are not applied but remain unclaimed by the holders of such Securities for at
least two years after the date upon which the principal of (and premium, if any) or interest on such Securities shall have respectively become due and
payable, or such other shorter period set forth in applicable escheat or abandoned or unclaimed property law, shall be repaid to the Company on May 31 of
each year or upon the Company’s request or (if then held by the Company) shall be discharged from such trust; and thereupon the paying agent and the
Trustee shall be released from all further liability with respect to such moneys or Governmental Obligations, and the holder of any of the Securities entitled
to receive such payment shall thereafter, as a general creditor, look only to the Company for the payment thereof.
 

ARTICLE 12
 

IMMUNITY OF INCORPORATORS, SHAREHOLDERS, OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
 
Section 12.01 No Recourse.
 
No recourse under or upon any obligation, covenant or agreement of this Indenture, or of any Security, or for any claim based thereon or otherwise in
respect thereof, shall be had against any incorporator, shareholder, officer or director, past, present or future as such, of the Company or of any predecessor
or successor corporation, either directly or through the Company or any such predecessor or successor corporation, whether by virtue of any constitution,
statute or rule of law, or by the enforcement of any assessment or penalty or otherwise; it being expressly understood that this Indenture and the obligations
issued hereunder are solely corporate obligations, and that no such personal liability whatever shall attach to, or is or shall be incurred by, the incorporators,
shareholders, officers or directors as such, of the Company or of any predecessor or successor corporation, or any of them, because of the creation of the
indebtedness hereby authorized, or under or by reason of the obligations, covenants or agreements contained in this Indenture or in any of the Securities or
implied therefrom; and that any and all such personal liability of every name and nature, either at common law or in equity or by constitution or statute, of,
and any and all such rights and claims against, every such incorporator, shareholder, officer or director as such, because of the creation of the indebtedness
hereby authorized, or under or by reason of the obligations, covenants or agreements contained in this Indenture or in any of the Securities or implied
therefrom, are hereby expressly waived and released as a condition of, and as a consideration for, the execution of this Indenture and the issuance of such
Securities.
 

ARTICLE 13
 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
 
Section 13.01 Effect on Successors and Assigns.
 
All the covenants, stipulations, promises and agreements in this Indenture made by or on behalf of the Company shall bind its successors and assigns,
whether so expressed or not.
 
Section 13.02 Actions by Successor.
 
Any act or proceeding by any provision of this Indenture authorized or required to be done or performed by any board, committee or officer of the
Company shall and may be done and performed with like force and effect by the corresponding board, committee or officer of any corporation that shall at
the time be the lawful successor of the Company.
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Section 13.03 Surrender of Company Powers.
 
The Company by instrument in writing executed by authority of its Board of Directors and delivered to the Trustee may surrender any of the powers
reserved to the Company, and thereupon such power so surrendered shall terminate both as to the Company and as to any successor corporation.
 
Section 13.04 Notices.
 
Except as otherwise expressly provided herein, any notice, request or demand that by any provision of this Indenture is required or permitted to be given,
made or served by the Trustee or by the holders of Securities or by any other Person pursuant to this Indenture to or on the Company may be given or
served by being deposited in first class mail, postage prepaid, addressed (until another address is filed in writing by the Company with the Trustee), as
follows: 9 North West Fourth Ring Road, Yingu Mansion Ste 1708, Haidian District, Beijing F4 100190, with a copy to Hunter Taubman Fischer & Li
LLC, 1450 Broadway, 26th Floor, New York, NY 10018, Attn: Joan Wu, Esq. Any notice, election, request or demand by the Company or any
Securityholder or by any other Person pursuant to this Indenture to or upon the Trustee shall be deemed to have been sufficiently given or made, for all
purposes, if given or made in writing at the Corporate Trust Office of the Trustee.
 
Section 13.05 Governing Law.
 
This Indenture and each Security shall be deemed to be a contract made under the internal laws of the State of New York, and for all purposes shall be
construed in accordance with the laws of said State, except to the extent that the Trust Indenture Act is applicable.
 
Section 13.06 Treatment of Securities as Debt.
 
It is intended that the Securities will be treated as indebtedness and not as equity for federal income tax purposes. The provisions of this Indenture shall be
interpreted to further this intention.
 
Section 13.07 Certificates and Opinions as to Conditions Precedent.
 

(a) Upon any application or demand by the Company to the Trustee to take any action under any of the provisions of this Indenture, the Company
shall furnish to the Trustee an Officers’ Certificate stating that all conditions precedent provided for in this Indenture (other than the certificate to be
delivered pursuant to Section 13.13) relating to the proposed action have been complied with and an Opinion of Counsel stating that in the opinion of such
counsel all such conditions precedent have been complied with, except that in the case of any such application or demand as to which the furnishing of such
documents is specifically required by any provision of this Indenture relating to such particular application or demand, no additional certificate or opinion
need be furnished.
 

(b) Each certificate or opinion provided for in this Indenture and delivered to the Trustee with respect to compliance with a condition or covenant
in this Indenture shall include (i) a statement that the Person making such certificate or opinion has read such covenant or condition; (ii) a brief statement as
to the nature and scope of the examination or investigation upon which the statements or opinions contained in such certificate or opinion are based; (iii) a
statement that, in the opinion of such Person, he has made such examination or investigation as is reasonably necessary to enable him to express an
informed opinion as to whether or not such covenant or condition has been complied with; and (iv) a statement as to whether or not, in the opinion of such
Person, such condition or covenant has been complied with.
 
Section 13.08 Payments on Business Days.
 
Except as provided pursuant to Section 2.01 pursuant to a Board Resolution, and set forth in an Officers’ Certificate, or established in one or more
indentures supplemental to this Indenture, in any case where the date of maturity of interest or principal of any Security or the date of redemption of any
Security shall not be a Business Day, then payment of interest or principal (and premium, if any) may be made on the next succeeding Business Day with
the same force and effect as if made on the nominal date of maturity or redemption, and no interest shall accrue for the period after such nominal date.
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Section 13.09 Conflict with Trust Indenture Act.
 
If and to the extent that any provision of this Indenture limits, qualifies or conflicts with the duties imposed by Sections 310 to 317, inclusive, of the Trust
Indenture Act, such imposed duties shall control.
 
Section 13.10 Indenture and Securities Solely Corporate Obligations.
 
No recourse for the payment of the principal of, premium, if any, or interest on any Securities, or for any claim based thereon or otherwise in respect
thereof, and no recourse under or upon any obligation, covenant or agreement of the Company in this Indenture or in any supplemental indenture or in any
Security, or because of the creation of any indebtedness represented thereby, shall be had against any incorporator, shareholder, employee, agent, officer,
director or subsidiary, as such, past, present or future, of the Company or of any successor entity, either directly or through the Company or any successor
entity, whether by virtue of any constitution, statute, or rule of law, or by the enforcement of any assessment or penalty or otherwise; it being expressly
understood that all such liability is hereby expressly waived and released as a condition of, and as a consideration for, the execution of this Indenture and
the issuance of the Securities.
 
Section 13.11 Counterparts.
 
This Indenture may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which shall be an original, but such counterparts shall together constitute but one
and the same instrument.
 
Section 13.12 Separability.
 
In case any one or more of the provisions contained in this Indenture or in the Securities of any series shall for any reason be held to be invalid, illegal or
unenforceable in any respect, such invalidity, illegality or unenforceability shall not affect any other provisions of this Indenture or of such Securities, but
this Indenture and such Securities shall be construed as if such invalid or illegal or unenforceable provision had never been contained herein or therein.
 
Section 13.13 Compliance Certificates.
 
The Company shall deliver to the Trustee, within 120 days after the end of each fiscal year during which any Securities of any series were outstanding, a
compliance certificate stating whether or not the signer knows of any Default or Event of Default that occurred during such fiscal year. Such certificate
shall contain a certification from the principal executive officer, principal financial officer or principal accounting officer of the Company that a review has
been conducted of the activities of the Company and the Company’s performance under this Indenture and that the Company has complied with all
conditions and covenants under this Indenture. For purposes of this Section 13.13, such compliance shall be determined without regard to any period of
grace or requirement of notice provided under this Indenture. If the officer of the Company signing such certificate has knowledge of such a Default or
Event of Default, the certificate shall describe any such Default or Event of Default and its status.
 

ARTICLE 14
 

SUBORDINATION OF SECURITIES
 
Section 14.01 Subordination Terms.
 
The payment by the Company of the principal of, premium, if any, and interest on any series of securities issued hereunder shall be subordinated to the
extent set forth in an indenture supplemental hereto relating to such Securities.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Indenture to be duly executed all as of the day and year first above written.
 
 CN ENERGY GROUP. INC.
 
 By:  
 Name:  
 Title:  
 
 [TRUSTEE], as Trustee
 
 By:  
 Name:  
 Title:  
 
CROSS-REFERENCE TABLE (1)
 
Section of Trust Indenture Act Of 1939, as Amended  Section of Indenture  
310(a)  7.09  
310(b)  7.08  
  7.10  
310(c)  Inapplicable  
311(a)  7.13  
311(b)  7.13  
311(c)  Inapplicable  
312(a)  5.01  
  5.02(a)  
312(b)  5.02(c)  
312(c)  5.02(c)  
313(a)  5.04(a)  
313(b)  5.04(b)  
313(c)  5.04(a)  
  5.04(b)  
313(d)  5.04(c)  
314(a)  5.03  
  13.12  
314(b)  Inapplicable  
314(c)  13.07(a)  
314(d)  Inapplicable  
314(e)  13.07(b)  
314(f)  Inapplicable  
315(a)  7.01(a)  
  7.01(b)  
315(b)  7.14  
315(c)  7.01  
315(d)  7.01(b)  
315(e)  6.07  
316(a)  6.06  
  8.04  
316(b)  6.04  
316(c)  8.01  
317(a)  6.02  
317(b)  4.03  
318(a)  13.09  
 
(1)This Cross-Reference Table does not constitute part of the Indenture and shall not have any bearing on the interpretation of any of its terms or

provisions.
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Your ref CN ENERGY GROUP. INC. 29 April 2022
Our ref AJM/TW/MY/1069462/0001/S408239v2  
 
CN Energy Group. Inc. 中北能源集团有限公司  
2/F, Palm Grove House  
P.O. Box 3340  
Road Town  
Tortola  
VIRGIN ISLANDS, BRITISH  
 
CN Energy Group. Inc. 中北能源集团有限公司 2/F, Palm Grove House P.O. Box 3340 Road Town Tortola VIRGIN ISLANDS, BRITISH
 
Dear Sir / Madam
 
Re: CN ENERGY GROUP. INC. 中北能源集团有限公司 (the "Company")
 
We are lawyers licensed and qualified to practice law in the British Virgin Islands. We have acted as British Virgin Islands legal counsel to the Company.
We have been asked to issue this legal opinion ("Opinion") to you with regard to the laws of the British Virgin Islands in connection with the Company’s
registration statement on Form F-3 (the "Registration Statement"), provided to us as filed with the United States Securities and Exchange Commission
(the "SEC") under the United States Securities Act 1933, as amended (the "Securities Act") on or around 29 April 2022 in relation to the securities to be
issued and sold by the Company from time to time (the "Securities"). The Securities include: (i) ordinary shares of the Company of no par value (the
"Ordinary Shares"), (ii) convertible preferred shares of the Company of no par value (the "Preferred Shares"), (iii) the debentures, notes, bonds, and
other evidences of indebtedness (the "Debt Securities") issuable pursuant to the terms of a debt security agreement (the "Debt Security"), (iv) the warrants
exercisable for the purchase of Ordinary Shares and/or Preferred Shares (the "Warrants") issuable pursuant to the terms of a warrant agreement (the
"Warrant Agreement") and warrant certificates (the "Warrant Certificates"), (v) the subscription rights to purchase the Ordinary Shares and/or Preferred
Shares (the "Subscription Rights") issuable pursuant to the terms of an underwriting agreement (the "Underwriting Agreement"), and (vi) the units
which may be comprised of one or more of the other securities described above (the "Units") issuable pursuant to the terms of a unit agreement (the "Unit
Agreement") and unit certificates (the "Unit Certificates").
 
Capitalised terms used in this Opinion shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this Opinion and/or the Schedules.
 
1. SCOPE OF OPINION
 

This Opinion is given only on the laws of the British Virgin Islands in force at the date hereof and is based solely on matters of fact known to us at
the date hereof. We have not investigated the laws or regulations of any jurisdiction other than the British Virgin Islands (collectively, "Foreign
Laws"). We express no opinion as to matters of fact or, unless expressly stated otherwise, the veracity of any representations or warranties given in
or in connection the document set out in Schedule 1.
 

 
 

 



 

 
2. DOCUMENTS REVIEWED AND ENQUIRIES MADE
 

In giving this Opinion we have undertaken the Searches and reviewed the documents set out in Schedule 1.
 

3. ASSUMPTIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS
 

This Opinion is given on the basis that the assumptions set out in Schedule 2 (which we have not independently investigated or verified) are true,
complete and accurate in all respects. In addition, this Opinion is subject to the qualifications set out in Schedule 3.
 

4. OPINIONS
 

Having regard to such legal considerations as we deem relevant, we are of the opinion that:
 

4.1 Due incorporation, existence and status
 

The Company has been duly incorporated as a BVI business company, limited by shares, under the BVI Business Companies Act 2004 (as
amended) (the "Act"), is validly existing and was, at the date of the Certificate of Good Standing, in good standing with the Registrar of Corporate
Affairs in the British Virgin Islands (the "Registrar").
 

4.2 Power and authority
 

The Company has all requisite power and authority under the Memorandum and Articles to carry on its business as a “holding company”.
 

4.3 Legal Validity
 

(a) Upon the Ordinary Shares (including any Ordinary Shares duly issued upon the exchange or conversion of convertible Preferred Shares
pursuant to the respective terms thereof, or upon the exercise of Warrants pursuant to the terms thereof) and the Preferred Shares having
been duly authorised by the board of directors of the Company, the consideration therefor as contemplated in the Registration Statement
having been duly paid, and when issued in accordance with the Memorandum and Articles of the Company and in the manner described
in the Registration Statement, the Ordinary Shares and/or Preferred Shares will be validly issued, fully paid and non-assessable to the
persons set out in the register of members of the Company as the holders thereof. The issuance of such Ordinary Shares and/or Preferred
Shares is not subject to any pre-emptive, written right of first offer or written right of first refusal, or similar rights under the Act or the
Memorandum and Articles.

 
(b) Upon the terms of the Debt Securities and the Debt Security having been duly authorised by the board of directors of the Company and,

when the Debt Security having been validly executed, countersigned and delivered by the Company and the parties thereto in accordance
with the Debt Security, the Registration Statement and any prospectus supplement relating thereto, and the consideration therefor having
been duly paid, the Debt Securities will be duly authorised and constitute legal and binding obligations of the Company.

 

 



 

 
(c) Upon the terms of the Warrants, the Warrant Agreement and the Warrant Certificates having been duly authorised by the board of

directors of the Company and, when the Warrant Agreement and the Warrant Certificates having been validly executed, countersigned
and delivered by the Company and the parties thereto in accordance with the Warrant Agreement, the Registration Statement and any
prospectus supplement relating thereto, and the consideration therefor having been duly paid, the Warrants will be duly authorised and
constitute legal and binding obligations of the Company.

 
(d) Upon the terms of the Subscription Rights and the Underwriting Agreement having been duly authorised by the board of directors of the

Company and, when the Underwriting Agreement having been validly executed, countersigned and delivered by the Company and the
parties thereto in accordance with the Underwriting Agreement, the Registration Statement and any prospectus supplement relating
thereto, and the consideration therefor having been duly paid, the Subscription Rights will be duly authorised and constitute legal and
binding obligations of the Company.

 
(e) Upon the terms of the Units, the Unit Agreement and the Unit Certificates having been duly authorised by the board of directors of the

Company and, when the Unit Agreement and the Unit Certificates having been validly executed, countersigned and delivered by the
Company and the parties thereto in accordance with the Unit Agreement, the Registration Statement and any prospectus supplement
relating thereto, and the consideration therefor having been duly paid, the Units will be duly authorised and constitute legal and binding
obligations of the Company.

 
4.4 Legal proceedings
 

Based solely on the High Court Search, there are no actions or petitions pending against the Company in the High Court of the British Virgin
Islands.
 

4.5 Winding-up
 

Based solely on the Searches, no currently valid order or resolution for the winding-up of the Company and no current notice of appointment of a
receiver over the Company, or any of its assets, appears on the records maintained in respect of the Company.
 

5. RELIANCE
 

Except as specifically referred to in this Opinion we have not examined, and give no opinion on, any contracts, instruments or other documents
(whether or not referred to in, or contemplated by, the document set out Schedule 1). We do not give any opinion on the commercial merits of any
transaction contemplated or entered into under or pursuant to the documents set out in Schedule 1.
 
This Opinion (and any obligations arising out of or in connection with it) is given on the basis that it shall be governed by and construed in
accordance with the current law and practice in the British Virgin Islands. By relying on the opinions set out in this Opinion the addressee(s)
hereby irrevocably agree(s) that the courts of the British Virgin Islands are to have exclusive jurisdiction to settle any disputes which may arise in
connection with this Opinion.
 

 



 

 
We assume no responsibility to advise any person entitled to rely on this Opinion, or to undertake any investigations, as to any change in British
Virgin Islands law (or its application) or factual matters arising after the date of this Opinion, which might affect the opinions set out herein.
 
This Opinion is issued solely for the purposes of the filing of the Registration Statement and the Issuance and Sale of the Securities and not in
respect of or in connection with any other matter.
 
We are furnishing this Opinion as exhibit 5.1 to the Registration Statement. We hereby consent to the filing of this opinion as an exhibit to the
Registration Statement and to the use of our name therein. In giving this consent, we do not hereby admit that we are experts within the meaning
of Section 11 of the Securities Act or that we are within the category of persons whose consent is required under Section 7 of the Securities Act or
the rules and regulations of the United States Securities and Exchange Commission promulgated thereunder.

 
Yours faithfully
 
/s/ Carey Olsen Singapore LLP

 
Carey Olsen Singapore LLP
 

 



 

 
SCHEDULE 1

 
DOCUMENT REVIEWED AND ENQUIRIES MADE

 
For the purpose of this Opinion, we have reviewed originals, copies, drafts or conformed copies of the following document:
 
A. DOCUMENTS
 
1. A copy of the Registration Statement (which term does not include any other document or agreement whether or not specifically referred to therein

or attached as an exhibit or schedule thereto).
 
2. The certificate of incorporation of the Company obtained by us pursuant to the Company Search (defined below).
 
3. The second amended and restated memorandum and articles of association of the Company, dated 20 April 2020 (the "Memorandum and

Articles").
 
4. A certificate of incumbency relating to the Company issued by Tricor Services (BVI) Limited, dated 7 April 2022.
 
5. A certificate of good standing relating to the Company issued by the Registrar, dated 1 April 2022 (the "Certificate of Good Standing").
 
6. The Register of Members and the Register of Directors provided to us on 14 April 2022.
 
7. A copy of the unanimous written resolutions of the directors of the Company dated 18 April 2022 approving and authorising the registration of

Ordinary Shares, Preferred Shares, Debt Securities, Warrants and Units, for an aggregate offering price not to exceed US$100,000,000 to be
effected by the filing of the Registration Statement (the "Resolutions").

 
B. SEARCHES AND ENQUIRIES
 
1. The information revealed by our search of the Company's public records on file and available for public inspection from the Registrar at the time

of our search on 27 April 2022 (the "Company Search"), including all relevant forms and charges (if any) created by the Company and filed with
the Registrar pursuant to section 163 of the Act.

 
2. The public information revealed by our search of the Company on the electronic records of the Civil Division and the Commercial Division of the

Registry of the High Court and the Court of Appeal (Virgin Islands) Register, each from 1 January 2000, as maintained on the Judicial
Enforcement Management System by the Registry of the High Court of the Virgin Islands, conducted on 27 April 2022 (the "High Court Search"
and together with the Company Search, the "Searches").

 
C. SCOPE
 

The documents listed in this Schedule are the only documents and/or records we have examined and the only searches and enquiries we have
carried out for the purposes of this Opinion.
 

 



 

 
SCHEDULE 2

ASSUMPTIONS
 

1. The conformity to the original documents of all copy documents supplied to us (whether in hard or soft copy format).
 
2. The authenticity, accuracy and completeness of all documents supplied to us, whether as originals or copies and of all factual representations

expressed in or implied by the documents we have examined.
 
3. The genuineness of all signatures, stamps, initials, seals, dates and markings on documents submitted to us. The signatures, initials and seals on all

documents supplied to us are genuine.
 
4. There is no document or other information or matter that has not been provided or disclosed to us, which could affect the accuracy of this Opinion.
 
5. The minute book and corporate records of the Company, including its register of directors and register of members maintained at its registered

office in the British Virgin Islands are complete and accurate in all material respects, and all minutes and resolutions filed therein represent a
complete and accurate record of all meetings of the members and directors (or any committee thereof) (duly convened in accordance with the
Memorandum and Articles) and all resolutions passed at the meetings, or passed by written consent as the case may be.

 
6. The Resolutions remain in full force and effect and have not been amended, modified, supplemented, revoked, rescinded or terminated in any way.
 
7. Words and phrases used in any documents that we have reviewed that are not governed by British Virgin Islands law have the same meanings and

effect as they would have if those documents were governed by British Virgin Islands law.
 
8. The applicable definitive share, debt security warrant, unit purchase agreement or similar agreements or instruments in respect of the Issuance and

Sale of the Securities (the "Purchase Documents") will be duly executed and delivered by or on behalf of all parties thereto, and the full power
(including both capacity and authority), legal right and good standing of each of the parties to the Purchase Documents to execute, date,
unconditionally deliver and perform their obligations under the Purchase Documents.

 
9. The applicable Purchase Documents relating to any Securities to be offered and sold will constitute legal, valid and binding obligations,

enforceable in accordance with their terms of each of the parties, and the sale and purchase of the Securities will be in accordance with any
applicable Purchase Documents and any applicable exchange rules or requirements of Nasdaq Capital Market.

 
10. The validity and binding effect under the laws of the United States of America of the Registration Statement and that the Registration Statement

will be duly filed with and declared effective by the United States Securities and Exchange Commission; and, when published, will be in
substantially the same form as that examined by us for purposes of this Opinion.

 
11. The Registration Statement will be duly executed and delivered by the Company in the form of the drafts provided to us for review.
 
12. Save as has been specifically disclosed to us by our Searches:
 

 



 

 
(a) the Company is not the subject of legal, arbitral, administrative or other proceedings in any jurisdiction; and

 
(b) no steps have been taken to wind up, liquidate, strike-off or otherwise dissolve the Company and no receiver or other similar person has

been appointed in respect of the Company's affairs.
 

 



 

 
SCHEDULE 3

 
QUALIFICATIONS

 
1. To maintain the Company in good standing under the laws of the British Virgin Islands, the Company must inter alias pay annual filing fees to the

Registrar, comply with its economic substance requirements and obligations under the Virgin Islands Economic Substance (Companies and
Limited Partnerships) Act, 2018 and file a copy of its register of directors with the Registrar.

 
2. The obligations of the Company may be subject to restrictions pursuant to United Nations or other applicable international sanctions as

implemented under the laws of the British Virgin Islands.
 
3. We offer no opinion as to any laws other than the laws of the British Virgin Islands, and we have not, for the purposes of this opinion, made any

investigation of the laws of any other jurisdiction, and we express no opinion as to the meaning, validity, or effect of references in any document
to statutes, rules (including the exchange rules of Nasdaq Capital Market), regulations, codes or judicial authority of any jurisdiction other than the
British Virgin Islands.

 
4. The term "non-assessable" means that the holders of fully paid shares in the Company have no liability to the Company, as shareholder, except for

any liability expressly provided for in the Memorandum or Articles of Association and any liability to repay a distribution under the Act.
 

 

 



Exhibit 23.1
 
 

CONSENT OF INDEPENDENT REGISTERED PUBLIC ACCOUNTING FIRM
 
We hereby consent to the incorporation by reference in this Registration Statement on Form F-3 (“Registration Statement”) of our report dated February 15,
2022, relating to the consolidated financial statements of CN Energy Group. Inc. as of September 30, 2021 and 2020, and for each of the three years in the
period ended September 30, 2021, included in its annual report (Form 20-F) for the year ended September 30, 2021. We also consent to the reference to us
under the heading “Experts” in such Registration Statement.
  
 
/s/ Friedman LLP
 
 
New York, New York
April 29, 2022
 

 



Exhibit 23.3
 

 
Date: April 29, 2022
 
To: CN ENERGY GROUP. INC.
Building 2-B, Room 206, No. 268 Shiniu Road
Liandu District, Lishui City, Zhejiang Province
The People’s Republic of China
 
Dear Mesdames/Sirs,
 
We consent to the references to our firm under the mentions of “PRC Counsel” in connection with the annual report of CN ENERGY GROUP. INC. (the
“Company”) on Form F-3, including all amendments or supplements thereto (the “Registration Statement”), filed by the Company with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (the “SEC”) on April 29, 2022 under the U.S. Securities Act of 1933 (as amended). We also consent to the filing with the SEC of
this consent letter as an exhibit to the Registration Statement.
 
In giving such consent, we do not thereby admit that we come within the category of persons whose consent is required under Section 7 of the U.S.
Securities Act of 1933, or under the U.S. Securities Exchange Act of 1934, in each case, as amended, or the regulations promulgated thereunder.
 
Sincerely yours,
 
/s/ Chaoqun Tu
Chaoqun Tu
Attorney at Law
Yingke Wuxi Law Firm
 
地址：江苏省无锡市梁溪区钟书路99号国金中心30楼 Add.: IFS Layer 30, No. 99 Zhongshu Road, Wuxi, China
邮编：214000     网址：www.yingkelawyer.com P. C. : 214000 Website : www.yingkelawyer.com
电话：0510-81833288 传真：0510-81833287 Tel. : 0510-81833288 Fax. : 0510-81833287
 

 



Exhibit 107
 

EX-FILING FEES
 

Calculation of Filing Fee Tables
 

FORM F-3
(Form Type)

 

CN ENERGY GROUP. INC.
(Exact Name of Registrant as Specified in its Charter)

 

Not Applicable
(Translation of Registrant’s Name into English)

 
Table 1: Newly Registered and Carry Forward Securities

 

  Security Type 

Security
Class
Title   

Fee
Calculation

or Carry
Forward

Rule   

Amount
Registered

(1)   

Proposed
Maximum
Offering

Price
Per Unit

(2)   

Maximum
Aggregate
Offering
Price (3)   Fee Rate   

Amount of
Registration

Fee   

Carry
Forward

Form Type  

Carry
Forward

File Number  

Carry
Forward

Initial
effective

date   

Filing Fee
Previously Paid
In Connection
with Unsold
Securities

to be Carried
Forward

Newly Registered Securities

Fees to Be
Paid  Equity   

Ordinary
Shares, no
par value   -   -   -   -   -   -              

  Equity   

Preferred
Shares, no
par value   -   -   -   -   -   -              

  Debt   
Debt

Securities   -   -   -   -   -   -              
  Other   Warrants   -   -   -   -   -   -              
  Other   Rights   -   -   -   -   -   -              
  Other   Units   -   -   -   -   -   -              

  

Unallocated
(Universal)

Shelf   -   457(o)  (1)   (2)  $ 100,000,000  $ 0.0000927  $ 9,270              
Fees
Previously
Paid  -  -   -   -   -   -       -              

Carry Forward Securities
Carry
Forward
Securities  -  -   -   -       -           -   -   -  -
  Total Offering Amounts           $ 100,000,000      $ 9,270              
  Total Fees Previously Paid                    -              
  Total Fee Offsets                    -              
  Net Fee Due                   $ 9,270              

 

1



 

 
(1) There are being registered hereunder such indeterminate amount of the securities of each identified class as may from time to time be offered

hereunder at indeterminate prices, along with an indeterminate number of securities that may be issued upon exercise, settlement, exchange, or
conversion of securities offered or sold hereunder as shall have an aggregate offering price not to exceed $100,000,000. Any securities registered
hereunder may be sold separately or as units with other securities registered hereunder. The securities registered hereunder also include such
indeterminate number of ordinary shares of CN ENERGY GROUP. INC. (the “Registrant”) as may be issued upon exercise of warrants registered
hereby. Pursuant to Rule 416 under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”), the securities being registered hereunder also
include such indeterminate number of ordinary shares and preferred shares of the Registrant as may be issuable with respect to the shares being
registered hereunder as a result of stock splits, stock dividends, or similar transactions.

 
(2) The proposed maximum aggregate offering price per class of security will be determined from time to time by the Registrant in connection with

the issuance by the Registrant of the securities registered hereunder and is not specified as to each class of security pursuant to Instructions to the
Calculation of Filing Fee Tables and Related Disclosure (2)(A)(iii)(b) of Form F-3 under the Securities Act.

 
(3) Estimated solely for the purpose of computing the amount of the registration fee pursuant to Rule 457(o) under the Securities Act.
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